
 

 

 

 
 Art and Culture Commission 

Meeting Agenda 
August 17, 2023  5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 
   

  

1. Call to Order / Roll Call 

2. Approval of the Meeting Minutes 

3. Financial Report 

4. Old Business 

5. New Business 

  A. PA2023-05 - 2689 Summers Street - El Taco Azteca Fence Mural 

  B. Master Plan Discussion 

6. Public Comment 

7. Staff Comment 

8. Adjourn 
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MINUTES OF ART AND CULTURE COMMISSION MEETING 
CITY OF KENNESAW 

Council Chambers 
July 20, 2023 

5:30 PM 

Present Mayor Derek Easterling 
Mayor Pro Tem Pat Ferris 
Councilmember Tracey Viars 
Councilmember Antonio Jones 
Councilmember Trey Sinclair 
City Clerk Lea Alvarez 
City Manager Jeff Drobney 
City Attorney Randall Bentley, Sr. 

  

1. Call to Order / Roll Call 
 

• Meeting called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Chairperson Watkins. 
• Roll call: Travice Baldwin Obas (late), Robin Thornhill, Chelsea Bodenhamer, 

Michelle Verdu Dubke, Erin Light and Kimberly Watkins 
•  Absent: None 
• Staff present: Darryl Simmons (Zoning Administrator) and Vanita Keswani 

(Smith Gilbert Gardens)  

2. Approval of the Meeting Minutes 
 

• Amendment to previous KACC minutes. Commissioner Bodenhamer was not in 
attendance.  

• Motion to approve the June 15, 2023 meeting minutes with amendment by 
Commissioner Thornhill. 

• Motion seconded by Commissioner Light. 
• All in favor. Motion passed 5-0. 

3. Financial Report 
 

• Chairwoman Watkins observes that there is only one change to last month’s 
financial statement, the purchase of the owls for the parliament of owls project.  

• Motioned to approve the financial report by Commissioner Bodenhamer. 
• Seconded the motion by Commissioner Thornhill. 
• All in favor. Motion passed 5-0. 

4. Old Business 
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  A. Gallery Update 
 

• Commissioner Thornhill updates the commission on the most recent gallery 
opening of student art. She states there was a large crowd of students and 
parents in attendance. The KACC approached the senior artists about doing a 
senior showcase to promote their art as many are pursuing a college education 
in art.  

• The next gallery showing will begin August 11, 2023 at 5:30pm. The gallery is 
booked through October, and they will need more artists for November and 
moving forward.  Commissioner Thornhill requests that the commission continue 
to send artist suggestions to her to fill gallery slots.  

• Chairperson Watkins states that the commission would like to have somewhere 
around twenty (20) framed portraits of art from around town to stay in storage in 
case there is a gap in the gallery. She suggests buying inexpensive frames, and 
taking and printing the pictures themselves.  

  B. CultureFest Update 
 

• Chairperson Watkins states that she has submitted the event application for the 
Culture Festival.  

• Mr. Darryl Simmons asks where the event will take place.  
• Chairperson Watkins states that the plan is to host the event at the new 

amphitheater in Fall 2024.  
• (Commissioner Baldwin Obas arrives) 

  C. Rock Garden - July 22 
 

• Commissioner Verdu Dubke states that she has several rocks that were donated 
to the KACC. 

• The commission discusses the rock painting event scheduled for the upcoming 
Saturday movie night at Swift-Catrell Park.  

  D. Pinwheels for Peace - Sept 21 
 

• Commissioner Thornhill will submit her application for the event shortly.  
• Chairperson Watkins explains to newer members that there must be a proposal 

form for each project that is sent to City Staff for review and approval.  

  E. Purchases Update 
 

• Chairperson Watkins states that the owls have arrived for the parliament of owls 
project, and she anticipates the budget for upcoming approved purchases.  
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  F. Parliament of Owls 
 

• Commissioner Light will talk to KSU staff to determine whether or not they will 
participate in the project. If not, the commission will approach local highschools.  

• They aim to have the owls on display for the month of November.  

  G. Storybook Walk Status 
 

• The commission is waiting for staff member, Tanyel Aviles, to return to order the 
sign frames/posts for the storybook walk. The local library will purchase the 
books, choose the books, the layout and the preparation of the pages.  

• Chairperson Watkins states that, in talks with the library, the library would like 
their logos on every sign. The commission determines which posts will be the 
best option to display the logos.  

• Mr. Simmons asks where the storybook walk will be located. 
• Commissioner Watkins states that it will follow the paths in Depot Park.  
• Mr. Simmons states that City Staff has had meetings regarding Depot Park. He 

states that the City is concerned with what will go in Depot Park because of the 
enormous investment into the park. The City has already approved certain 
things for the park including way finding signs and designs. He states that there 
is a certain kind of consistency and theme the City wants in the park. The City 
has stated they don't want various things in the park that don't match the theme 
or design.  

• Chairperson Watkins states that she has done a proposal for the Director of 
Parks and Recreation, and the director was agreeable to the project.  

• Mr. Simmons states that the director she spoke with is no longer with the City.  
• Chairperson Watkins suggests moving the storybook walk to Swift Cantrell 

Park.  
• Mr. Simmons suggests that the commission re-submit the project to city staff for 

review and presentation.  
• Ms. Vanita Keswani states that a visual proposal should help promote the 

project.  
• The Commission discusses options for bringing the project into consistency with 

the City's vision.  
• Mr. Simmons reinforces the importance of a proper proposal, and what to do 

going forward.  
• Ms. Keswani asks if there will be a kick-off for the project after its completion. 
• Chairperson Watkins states that there would be.  
• Mr. Simmons discusses timing due to the changes at the park.  
• The commission decides to wait on ordering any signage until the project can be 

approved.  

  
  H. Free Art Gallery Update 
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• No movement on this project as of yet.  

  I. Headshots July 20 @ 7pm 
 

• The commission decides to postpone the headshots.  

5. New Business 
 

• Commissioner Thornhill suggests potentially broadcasting an artist podcast.  
• Ms. Keswani suggests attending an already established podcast as opposed to 

starting from scratch to grow a base.  
• The commission discusses the idea and potential equipment options.  

6. Public Comment 
 

• None 
 
7. Staff Comment 
 

• Mr. Simmons states that he has been communicating with Rebecca Graham, 
Communications Director, and she requests that the commission send her any 
content before posting. She will be sending the commission suggestions on 
changes that need to be made to the social media and website accounts.  

• Mr. Simmons also states that there is a candidate for membership for the 
commission. The candidate will be there to visit next month.  

• Mr. Simmons requests that the commission stays on track with the proposal 
forms, and suggests that they keep the City in the loop with meetings with City 
officials about projects. 

• Mr. Simmons also requests that the commission get reacquainted  with the 
KACC master plan, and be prepared to discuss it for the next meeting.  

• Ms. Keswani suggests prioritizing projects to plan for the future. 
• The commission discusses which student art installations they may want to 

purchase from Smith Gilbert Garden's current collection.  

8. Adjourn 
 
 

• Adjourned at 6:11pm 
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8/7/2023 3:55:55 PM Page 1 of 3

Income Statement
City of Kennesaw Account Summary

For Fiscal: 2022-2023 Period Ending: 07/31/2023

MTD Activity YTD Activity
Budget

Remaining
Current

Total Budget
Original

Total Budget

Fund: 100 - GENERAL FUND

Expense

486.20100-7400-53-180000-00000 ART & CULTURE COMMISSION 2,917.509,000.00 9,000.00 6,082.50

486.20 2,917.509,000.00 9,000.00 6,082.50Expense Total:

486.20 2,917.509,000.00 9,000.00Fund: 100 - GENERAL FUND Total:

-486.20 -2,917.50Total Surplus (Deficit): -9,000.00-9,000.00
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Income Statement For Fiscal: 2022-2023 Period Ending: 07/31/2023

8/7/2023 3:55:55 PM Page 2 of 3

Group Summary

MTD Activity YTD Activity
Budget

RemainingAccount Type

Current
Total Budget

Original
Total Budget

Fund: 100 - GENERAL FUND

486.20 2,917.509,000.00 9,000.00 6,082.50Expense

486.20 2,917.50 6,082.509,000.00 9,000.00Fund: 100 - GENERAL FUND Total:

-486.20 -2,917.50Total Surplus (Deficit): -9,000.00-9,000.00
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Income Statement For Fiscal: 2022-2023 Period Ending: 07/31/2023

8/7/2023 3:55:55 PM Page 3 of 3

Fund Summary

MTD Activity YTD Activity
Budget

RemainingFund
Current

Total Budget
Original

Total Budget

100 - GENERAL FUND -486.20 -2,917.50 -6,082.50-9,000.00-9,000.00

Total Surplus (Deficit): -486.20 -2,917.50-9,000.00-9,000.00
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 Item Report  

5.A. 

  
   
TO: The Art and Culture Commission 
    
FROM:   
    
DATE: August 17, 2023 
    
TITLE: PA2023-05 - 2689 Summers Street - El Taco Azteca Fence Mural 
     
  
Summary:  
  
Recommendation:  
  
Fiscal Impact:  
  
Attachments:    
1. PA2023-05_Application_2689 Summers Street_Redacted 
 

Page 9 of 16



Public Art Exhibit Application (2017) Page 1 

APPLICATION FOR PUBLIC ART EXHIBITS 
Please complete and return to Kennesaw City Hall, 2529 J.O. Stephenson Avenue, Kennesaw, 

Georgia 30144, email dsimmons@kennesaw-ga.gov,  or fax to (770-429-4548)  
Contact the Planning & Zoning office for further information:  770-590-8268 

Name:                                                           Date Received:  

Business Name:                                                               Received by:  

Address:  

Work Phone:           Fax#: 

Email Address:      Cell Phone:  

Applicant Signature: ___________________________________________________ 

2.03.05 Review and approval process of public art exhibits 

A. All public art exhibits shall be required to submit a written application on forms provided by the 
City of Kennesaw Planning and Zoning Department for a site plan permit. A complete permit 
application will include an artist rendering or visual representation of the art work proposed, owners 
affidavits, photos of existing conditions on the property including location on permanent structures 
or buildings, description of materials to be used in association with art work, maintenance 
agreement and schedules of maintenance, a rendering or visual representation of the plaque or 
image of acknowledgements and titles, and permit fee as adopted in the City of Kennesaw fee 
schedule. A complete application packet will be submitted to the Planning and Zoning 
Administrator or designee.  

B. The Planning and Zoning Administrator or designee will process the application and forward for 
review to the City of Kennesaw Art and Culture Commission on their prepared agenda within thirty 
days of receipt of application. The Planning and Zoning Administrator upon receipt of application, will 
review property for issues dealing with traffic issues and other city ordinances prior to processing for 
Art and Culture meeting agenda. The Planning and Zoning Administrator or designee will implement 
the following procedures for public notification: 1. Post a sign at the property alerting public of the 
time, date and location of the meeting where application will be considered; 2. Post application 
information and meeting information on the City of Kennesaw website; 3. Mailing of letters to 
property owners listed on the Cobb County Tax assessors records whose property are adjacent or about 
the property that is referenced on the application. Said letter will provide application information, 
time, date and location of the Art and Culture Commission and Mayor and Council meetings. After the 
application has been reviewed, a written recommendation is rendered by the Art and Culture 
Commission. The application will then be forwarded to the Mayor and Council for final review and 
action by vote.  

07/25/2023

AT

Public Hearing Dates
M&C Work Session - 8/14/23
KACC - 8/17/23
HPC - 8/18/23
M&C Regular Meeting - 8/21/23

#PA2023-05

Katty Sanchez

El Taco Azteca Mexican Bar and Grill

2689 Summers St. Kennesaw, Ga 30144
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Public Art Exhibit Application (2017) Page 2 

C. The commission will review and render written recommendations to the Mayor and Council by vote 
on all submitted site plan permit applications during a scheduled meeting. The property owner(s) or an 
official representative must be present at all meetings. The commission will provide a findings 
document in the form of minutes that will provide the basis of decisions. Permit applications will 
reflect the recommendation of the commission to the Mayor and Council with the appropriate 
signature from the chairperson of said commission.  

D.  Any proposed locations in the Central Business District, Historic Preservation District or other    
historic districts will require a written recommendation from the Historic Preservation Commission. 

E. The applicant shall be required to attend all scheduled meetings of the commission and all 
scheduled meetings of the Mayor and Council.  

F. All approved site plan permits for permanent art exhibits will be in effect for seven years from the 
date of approval. The commission will accept a renewal application if art exhibit is to continue.  

G. All site plan permits for temporary and rotating exhibits shall have expiration dates based on the 
time period scheduled for the exhibit.  

H. All proposed changes to public art exhibits, including acknowledgement and titles, shall be 
submitted to the commission for review and approval.  

(Ord. No. 2013-15, 9-16-13; Ord. No. 2014-09, 7-21-14; Ord. No. 2015-03, 2-16-15) 

Briefly describe your artist rendering and submit a visual representation of the art work:  

Location for the art exhibit: 
 
 
 

Supply description of materials to be used: 

Additional information about proposed project 

Fence on outdoor patio, located on the right side of the
building. Photo provided. We hope to bring some brightness

into the area and will be visible from Summers St.

Paint and varnish, paint brushes, drop clothes and small ladder.

Mural of Frida Kahlo surrounded by a lush garden, butterflies and
iguanas (patio is currently decorated with metal iguanas/ lizards and

is known as out iguana patio). Will provide sketch made my artist, can
offer a digital rendering if needed.
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Public Art Exhibit Application (2017) Page 3 

APPROVAL SIGNATURES 

Darryl Simmons (Application Deemed Complete) 
Planning & Zoning Administrator   Date: _____________________ 

Historic Preservation Commission   Date______________________ 

 � GRANTED 
 � DENIED     

   Reason for denial ________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Arts and Culture Commission Date: _____________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

�  GRANTED 
�  DENIED  Reason for denial ________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Mayor and City Council  Date:_______________________  

 � GRANTED 
 � DENIED     

Reason for denial _____________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

7/25/2023

8/17/2023

8/18/2023

8/14/2023 - Work Session
8/21/2023 - Regular Meeting
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Proposed mural rendering
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Proposed mural color palette
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Proposed mural location: on fence
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 Item Report  

5.B. 

  
   
TO: The Art and Culture Commission 
    
FROM:   
    
DATE: August 17, 2023 
    
TITLE: Master Plan Discussion 
     
  
Summary:  
  
Recommendation:  
  
Fiscal Impact:  
  
Attachments:    
None 
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