
MINUTES OF CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
CITY OF KENNESAW 

Council Chambers 
(2529 J.O. Stephenson Avenue, Kennesaw, GA 30144) 

Livestream: www.kennesaw-ga.gov/publicmeetings/ 
July 6, 2026 

6:30 PM 

Present Mayor Derek Easterling 
Mayor Pro Tem Antonio Jones 
Councilmember Madelyn Orochena 
Councilmember Tracey Viars 
Councilmember Jonathon Bothers 
Councilmember Anthony Gutierrez-Leon 
Deputy City Clerk Nicholas Simpson 
City Manager Jeff Drobney 
City Attorney Sam Hensley, Jr. 

1. Invocation

The Chamber observed the Invocation led by Carlene Fregeolle. 

2. Pledge of Allegiance

The Chamber recited the Pledge of Allegiance led by Andrew Bramlett. 

3. Call to Order

Mayor Derek Easterling called the meeting to order at 6:32 p.m. 

4. Announcements

5. Presentations

6. Public Comment
This section is for comment on any item on the agenda.

6:33 PM       FLOOR OPENED FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 

DANIEL TITUS [City Resident]:  Mr. Titus has resided at 2772 Bent Creek Drive, NW, 
for approximately 34 years.  He does not support (agenda item #12) the approval of a 
Retail Package Alcohol License for Liquor, Beer, Wine, and Sunday Sales for Carni 
Spirits Corporation D/B/A Carni Spirits located at 2953 Cobb Parkway NW Suite 11/12, 
Kennesaw, GA 30152. He opposes having a liquor store in such close proximity to his 
neighborhood.  There is a church located less than 1/2 mile away from the location of 



the shopping center where Carni Spirits is located.  There is also an extended-stay 
hotel located near the entrance of his subdivision.  Furthermore, Mr. Titus commented 
that his neighborhood has been experiencing burglaries, and he believes that a liquor 
store nearby will exacerbate the problem.  According to Titus, the owner of the 
shopping center located at 2953 Cobb Parkway, NW, barred tenants from operating 
liquor stores, pawn shops, or automobile repair shops when the shopping center was 
built 20 years ago. 

6:34 PM       FLOOR CLOSED FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 
7. Old Business

8. New Business

9. Committee and Board Reports

10. Public Hearing(s)

11. Consent Agenda

A. Resolution: Mutual Aid and Assistance Agreement with Cobb County
Police
Consideration for approval of a Resolution authorizing a Mutual Aid and
Assistance Agreement between the City of Kennesaw and Cobb County Police
for mutual aid and law enforcement assistance.

B. Surplus:  Police Department Vehicles
Approval to sell or dispose of surplus City vehicles.

C. Final Plat Application: 1972, 1994 & 2004 Duncan Dr
Approval of the final plat application submitted by Gunnin Land Surveying; this
plat will revise the lot lines for lot 29 and update the lot-area table to reflect the
final as-built locations within the townhome subdivision known as Devin's Shire
(Parcel #20013800470, 20013801940, 2001380190). Case #FP2026-03

D. 
Minutes: June 15, 2026 Regular Meeting 
Approval of the June 15, 2026, City Council regular meeting minutes. 

Motion by Council member Tracey Viars to approve the Consent Agenda engross, 
motion seconded by Council member Jonathon Bothers. 

Vote taken: approved, 5-0. Motion passed by unanimous vote. 

12. General and Administrative

A. Alcohol License: Carni Spirits



Consideration for approval of a Retail Package Alcohol License for Liquor, 
Beer, Wine, and Sunday Sales for Carni Spirits Corporation D/B/A Carni Spirits 
located at 2953 Cobb Parkway NW Suite 11/12, Kennesaw, GA 30152. 
Applicant: Jeffrey Henley 

Kennesaw Business License Manager Kayla Willis presented a Retail Package Alcohol 
License for Liquor, Beer, Wine, and Sunday Sales for Carni Spirits Corporation D/B/A 
Carni Spirits located at 2953 Cobb Parkway NW Suite 11/12, Kennesaw, GA 30152. 
The applicant is Jeffrey Henley. 

The applicant has completed the required alcohol workshop per Section 6-69. Signs 
have been posted, and this hearing has been properly advertised per Section 6-36. The 
current application and background check are on file. 

A distance survey was completed by a certified surveyor and indicates that the 
business is within 300 feet of a private residence. Section 6-42 indicates that Mayor 
and Council may waive the distance requirement if the granting of such a license shall 
not have any adverse effect on the private residence. 

The Finance Director recommends approval. 

Motion by Council member Tracey Viars to approve the Retail Package Alcohol License 
for Liquor, Beer, Wine, and Sunday Sales for Carni Spirits Corporation D/B/A Carni 
Spirits located at 2953 Cobb Parkway NW Suite 11/12, Kennesaw, GA 30152 as 
presented.  Motion seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Antonio Jones. 

Mayor Easterling asked applicant Jeffrey Henley if he had anything he would like to 
say.  Mr. Henley said that owning a business was a lifelong dream.  He loves 
Kennesaw, his son attends Kennesaw State University, and he is a veteran. 

Vote taken: approved, 5-0. Motion passed by unanimous vote. 

13. Public Safety

14. Information Technology

15. Public Works and Building Maintenance

16. Recreation and Culture

17. Community Development

18. Public Comment
This section is for general comment.



6:37 PM       FLOOR OPEN FOR PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
ANDREW BRAMLETT [City Resident]:  Mr. Bramlett delivered his once-monthly 
presentation on Kennesaw city history.  The celebration of the United States’ 
Bicentennial was a major event nationally, and local communities across the nation 
focused on local history projects as a result. Kennesaw’s largest Bicentennial project 
was the restoration of the Big Shanty Spring. Located behind city hall, it had been 
somewhat forgotten by local community members. The Kennesaw Bicentennial 
Committee worked to clean the water and install a rock wall around it. It was dedicated 
in August 1976, and was renovated again in the 2010s. Other Bicentennial events 
included a bonfire at the depot, performances by local bands, and a “trade days” event 
featuring local vendors dressed in pioneer costumes. This final event may be the most 
recognizable legacy of the Bicentennial, as it marked the start of today's Big Shanty 
Festival. (See Exhibit A.) 
 
SAMUEL RUSCH [City Resident]:  Mr. Rusch shared emails with Council highlighting 
his email correspondence with city staff concerning seeclickfix.com requests in his 
community and an open records request.  (See Exhibits 1-6.) 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Antonio Jones addressed what he believed to be a claim Rusch made 
on Facebook insinuating that he did not feel graffiti removal was necessary in the 
Woodland Acres community. Jones commented that Rusch carries a tape recorder for 
use in recording conversations with public officials.  He asked that Rusch bring the 
recording of the incident in question to the next meeting to corroborate his claim. 
 Rusch responded that he did not record his conversation with Mr. Jones and intimated 
that Council member Anthony Gutierrez-Leon heard their conversation and could 
therefore validate his claim. Rusch further commented that Jones told him that many of 
the cosmetic repairs in his neighborhood were not worthy of attention.  Mayor Pro Tem 
Jones clarified his comments and stated for the record that there are drainage issues in 
the neighborhood that need not be prioritized for repairs.  In response to Rusch's graffiti 
removal claim, Jones stated for the record that he would never disrespect law 
enforcement.  He further commented that, as a Black man, he would not treat the 
removal of graffiti containing racial epithets as a trivial matter. 
 
MATTHEW MAYO [City Resident]:  Mr. Mayo asked the Council to provide answers to 
community questions about a trail camera located near the entrance to Woodland 
Acres Park.  He also asked why Mayor and Council have not made Woodland Acres 
Park ADA-compliant by removing the chain blocking the entrance to the park and 
replacing it with a bollard.  He further asked why a legal review is necessary before 
Mayor and Council meet with residents.  He commented that he had never heard of 
anyone taking five months out of their year to make a budget.  
 
6:46 PM       FLOOR CLOSED FOR PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
 
  

//seelcickfix.com


19. City Manager's Report
Kennesaw City Manager Jeff Drobney thanked staff for their efforts to make 
preparations for this year's Salute to America celebration.  The event was executed 
without any issues.  Drobney estimated that there were approximately 15 thousand 
people downtown for the event.  

Council member Jonathon Bothers commented on the success of the Salute to America 
celebration.  Bothers was amazed at how every time the city hosts an event, city 
personnel comes together to create a great event. 

A. Reports, Discussions, and Updates

20. Mayor's Report

A. Mayor and Council (re)appointments to Boards and Commissions. This item is
for (re)appointments made by the Mayor to any Board, Committee, Authority,
or Commission requiring an appointment to fill any vacancies, resignations,
and to create or dissolve boards and commissions, as deemed necessary.

21. Council Reports & Discussions

22. Executive Session
Pursuant to the provisions of O.C.G.A 50-14-3, the City Council could, at any time
during the meeting, vote to close the public meeting and move to executive session
to discuss matters relating to litigation, legal actions and/or communications from
the City Attorney; and/or personnel matters; and/or real estate matters.

23. Adjourn
Mayor Easterling adjourned the meeting at 6:48 p.m. The next work session will be held 
on Monday, July 13, 2026, at 6:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers. The public is 
encouraged to attend. 

Respectfully, Submitted

______________________________
Nicholas Simpson, Deputy City Clerk



Kennesaw History Bicentennial 

Big Shanty Spring Dedication 
Image from Fred Gaines 

Presented by Andrew J. Bramlett at the July 6, 2026, 
City of Kennesaw Mayor & Council Meeting 

Almost exactly fifty years ago, the United States celebrated the Bicentennial. It was a major event 
nationally, and local communities across the nation also worked to commemorate the 200th 
anniversary of the Declaration of Independence. Cities in Cobb County decided to focus on local 
history projects, and Kennesaw was no exception.   

Kennesaw’s largest Bicentennial project was the restoration of the Big Shanty Spring. Located 
behind city hall, it had been somewhat forgotten by local community members, though it was once 
an important water source. The Kennesaw Bicentennial Committee worked to clean the water and 
install a rock wall around it. It was dedicated in August 1976, and was renovated again in the 2010s.  

Other Bicentennial events included a 
bonfire at the depot, performances by 
local bands, and a “trade days” event 
featuring local vendors dressed in 
pioneer costumes. This final event 
may be the most recognizable legacy 
of the Bicentennial, as it marked the 
start of today Big Shanty Festival.  

EXHIBIT A






























