
MINUTES OF CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
CITY OF KENNESAW 

Council Chambers 
(2529 J.O. Stephenson Avenue, Kennesaw, GA 30144) 

Livestream: www.kennesaw-ga.gov/publicmeetings/ 
April 6, 2026 

6:30 PM 

Present Mayor Derek Easterling 
Mayor Pro Tem Antonio Jones 
Councilmember Madelyn Orochena 
Councilmember Tracey Viars 
Councilmember Jonathon Bothers 
Councilmember Anthony Gutierrez-Leon 
City Clerk Lea Alvarez 
City Manager Jeff Drobney 
City Attorney Sam Hensley, Jr. 

1. Invocation
The entire chamber stood for and participated in the Invocation. 
2. Pledge of Allegiance 

The entire chamber stood for and participated in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
3. Call to Order 

Mayor Easterling called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
4. Announcements 

5. Presentations

A. Recognition:  Promotion of Kennesaw Police Department Sergeants
Kennesaw Police Department Chief Westenberger and Captain Kevin Mitchell 
presented newly-promoted Police Sergeants Josh Day and Josh Hale to the 
chamber.  Both officers possess a combined 24 years of policing experience (7 
years for Sergeant Day and 17 years for Sergeant Hale).  They have both trained 
new officers, and both have worked in the criminal interdiction unit.      

Josh Day commented that he has enjoyed his seven (7) years as a police officer in 
Kennesaw. He also enjoys the great support he receives when he attends the 
Council meetings. 

Josh Hale commented that he appreciates the Kennesaw community.  He is a 
graduate of Kennesaw Mountain High School and has resided in the area his entire 
life.  He relocated to another location for a job opportunity, but he had to return to 
Kennesaw.  He stated that Kennesaw is where he will retire. 
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6. Public Comment 
  This section is for comment on any item on the agenda. 
 

6:34 p.m. Floor Open for 
Public Comment 

 
John Little {City Resident} commented on the Sardis Street Capital Project that is being 
considered for 2028 SPLOST funding.  Little understands the need to alleviate traffic in 
Kennesaw given the Cherokee Street railroad crossing, but, when he lived in 
Alpharetta, they widened and rearranged the roadways to solve traffic congestion, and 
unfortunately, the problem only got worse.  In his opinion, the traffic in Kennesaw is not 
as bad as in other cities on the north side of the metro Atlanta area, like Brookhaven 
and Dunwoody.  He understands the need to make downtown Kennesaw more 
pedestrian-friendly, but the Sardis Street project will make it more of a hassle to walk 
from Cherokee Street to Main Street.  He further commented that the Sardis Street 
project will make the proposed intersection of Moon Station Road, Main Street, and 
Sardis Street a bottleneck.  He closed by reiterating that he understands that traffic is 
bad.   
 

6:37 p.m. Floor Closed to Public 
Comment 

  
7. Old Business 
  
8. New Business 
  
9. Committee and Board Reports 
  
  A. SPLOST: 2028 Projects List 

Consideration for approval of the proposed projects for the 2028 Special 
Purpose Local Option Sales Tax (SPLOST) referendum. 

 
Assistant City Manager presented the 2028 Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax 
(SPLOST) project list, which was created by a committee comprised of City Council 
members and staff.   
Cobb County citizens will vote on all countywide SPLOST projects during the 
November 2026 general election.  Public review for SPLOST projects was held on 
March 10th and March 19th.   
The approved project list reflects the city's priority of needs for the next six (6) years. 
 Due to legal timelines, Cobb County is requesting the city's submittal for publication 
in the County SPLOST Guidebook.  The City Manager recommends approval of the 
city's 2028 SPLOST list as presented.       

 
Motion by Council member Tracey Viars to approve the proposed projects for the 
2028 Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax (SPLOST) referendum as presented. 
Motion seconded by Council member Madelyn Orochena. 
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Vote taken: approved, 3-2 (Mayor Pro Tem Jones and Council member Bothers 
voted nay). Motion passed.  

10. Public Hearing(s) 
  
11. Consent Agenda 
 
Motion by Council member Tracey Viars to approve the Consent Agenda engross. 
Motion seconded by Council member Madelyn Orochena 
 
Vote taken: motion approved unanimously, 5-0. Motion passed. 
  A. Minutes:  March 9, 2026 Work Session 

Approval of the March 9, 2026, City Council work session minutes. 
  
  B. Minutes:  March 9, 2026 Executive Session 

Approval of the March 9, 2026 City Council executive session minutes. 
  
  C. Minutes:  March 16, 2026 Regular Meeting 

Approval of the March 16, 2026 City Council regular meeting minutes. 
  
  D. Minutes:  March 16, 2026 Executive Session 

Approval of the March 16, 2026 City Council executive session minutes. 
  
  E. Certification of Estimated Rollback Rate for 2026 Notice of Assessment 

Certification of the estimated rollback rate for 2026 Notice of Assessment in 
compliance with HB 581 and HB 92. 

  
  F. Surplus: Zebra RW420 Printers  

Approval to sell surplus ZebraRW420 Printers on GovDeals. 
  
  G. Surplus: Public Works Vehicles and Equipment 

Approval to sell or dispose of surplus City vehicles and equipment. 
  
  H. Resolution: Guardrail Installation at Baker Road 

Consideration for approval of a Resolution approving the proposal from Gracie 
Gray Contractors, Inc. for a guardrail installation along Baker Road. 

  
  I. Resolution: Reallocation of Impact Fees to Kennesaw Station Park 

Expansion 
Consideration for approval of a Resolution authorizing the reallocation of 
surplus Impact Fees from the Adams Park baseball field lighting project to the 
Kennesaw Station Park Expansion project. 

  
  J. Resolution: Professional Planning Services for the City of Kennesaw 

2027 Comprehensive Plan 
Consideration for approval of a Resolution accepting Inspire Placemaking 
Collective, Inc's proposal to provide professional planning services for the City 
of Kennesaw's Comprehensive Plan update. 
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12. General and Administrative 
  
  A. Alcohol License: Smash Hit Burgers 

Consideration for approval of a Retail Pouring Alcohol License for Beer, Wine, 
and Sunday Sales for Smash Hit Catering, LLC D/B/A Smash Hit Burgers 
located at 2921 Cherokee Street NW Kennesaw, GA 30144.  Applicant: 
Cynthia Daniel 

 
Assistant Director of Administration Meredith Staton presented the Retail Pouring 
Alcohol License application for beer, wine, and Sunday sales for Smash Hit Catering, 
LLC, d/b/a Smash Hit Burgers, located at 2921 Cherokee Street, NW.  The applicant 
is Cynthia Daniel. 
 
The applicant has completed the required alcohol workshop per Section 6-69. Signs 
have been posted, and this hearing has been properly advertised per Section 6-36. 
The current application and background check are on file. 
  
A distance survey was completed by a certified surveyor and indicates that the 
business is within 300 feet of a private residence and within 600 feet of a public 
building. Sec. 6-42 refers to all locations within 300 feet of a private residence. Sec 
6-43 refers to all locations within 600 feet of a public building. Both sections 6-42 and 
6-43 indicate that Mayor and Council may waive the distance requirement if the 
granting of such a license shall not have any adverse effect on the private residence 
or public building. 
 
Motion by Council member Tracey Viars to approve the Retail Pouring Alcohol 
License application for beer, wine, and Sunday sales for Smash Hit Catering, LLC, 
d/b/a Smash Hit Burgers, located at 2921 Cherokee Street, NW as presented. 
 Motion seconded by Council member Anthony Gutierrez-Leon. 

 
Vote taken: motion approved unanimously, 5-0. Motion passed. 
  B. Alcohol License: Las Tejitas 2 LLC 

Consideration for approval of a Retail Pouring Alcohol License for Beer, Wine, 
and Sunday Sales for Las Tejitas 2 LLC located at 2090 Baker Road Suite 
504, Kennesaw, GA 30144.  Applicant: Howard Myers 

 
Assistant Director of Administration Meredith Staton presented the Retail Pouring 
Alcohol License application for beer, wine, and Sunday sales for Las Tejitas 2, LLC 
located at 2090 Baker Road, Suite 504 NW.  The applicant is Howard Myers. 
 
The applicant has completed the required alcohol workshop per Section 6-69. Signs 
have been posted, and this hearing has been properly advertised per Section 6-36. 
The current application and background checks are on file. 
  
A distance survey was completed by a certified surveyor and indicates that the 
business meets all distance requirements per Sections 6-42 and 6-43. 
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Motion by Council member Madelyn Orochena to approve the Retail Pouring Alcohol 
License application for beer, wine, and Sunday sales for Las Tejitas 2, LLC located 
at 2090 Baker Road, Suite 504 NW as presented.  Motion seconded by Council 
member Jonathon Bothers.  
 
Vote taken: motion approved unanimously, 5-0. Motion passed. 

  C. Alcohol License: Fuego Azul Tequila LLC 
Consideration for approval of a Wholesale Alcohol License for Fuego Azul 
Tequila LLC D/B/A Fuego Azul Tequila located at 3635 Kennesaw N Industrial 
Pkwy Suite A Kennesaw, GA 30144.  Applicant: Ricardo Kelly 

 
Assistant Director of Administration Meredith Staton presented the Wholesale 
Alcohol License application for Fuego Azul Tequila, LLC, d/b/a Fuego Azul Tequila, 
located at 3635 Kennesaw N. Industrial Pkwy. Suite A Kennesaw, GA 30144.  The 
applicant is Ricardo Kelly. 
 
The applicant has completed all required documentation for a wholesale license. The 
current application and background check are on file. Signs have been posted and 
this hearing has been properly advertised per Section 6-36. 
  
A distance survey was not required pursuant to Sections 6-42 and 6-43, which 
exempts wholesalers from the distance requirements imposed in these sections. 
 
Motion by Council member Tracey Viars to approve the Wholesale Alcohol License 
application for Fuego Azul Tequila, LLC, d/b/a Fuego Azul Tequila, located at 3635 
Kennesaw N. Industrial Pkwy Suite A Kennesaw, GA 30144 as presented.  Motion 
seconded by Council member Anthony Gutierrez-Leon. 
 
Vote taken: motion approved unanimously, 5-0. Motion passed. 

13. Public Safety 
  
14. Information Technology 
  
15. Public Works and Building Maintenance 
  
16. Recreation and Culture 
  
17. Community Development 
  
18. Public Comment 
  This section is for general comment. 
 
6:43 p.m. Floor Open for Public Comment 
 
Andrew Bramlett {City Resident} delivered a presentation on Kennesaw history focused 
on the city council's passage of "odd laws" in the 1930's and 1940's. 
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Erik Bredfeldt, Leader of the Atlanta Office of Inspire Placemaking Collective, Inc., 
introduced himself and company President George Kramer.  He thanked the Council for 
selecting Inspire's proposal for the city's Comprehensive Plan Update, and he looked 
forward to working with city staff. 
 
6:45 p.m. Floor Closed to Public Comment 
  
19. City Manager's Report 
  
  A. Reports, Discussions, and Updates 
  
20. Mayor's Report 
  
  A. Mayor and Council (re)appointments to Boards and Commissions. This item is 

for (re)appointments made by the Mayor to any Board, Committee, Authority, 
or Commission requiring an appointment to fill any vacancies, resignations, 
and to create or dissolve boards and commissions, as deemed necessary.  

 
Mayor Easterling thanked the Department of Parks and Recreations, the Department 
of Public Works, and the entire team for their efforts in the city's first concert of 2026. 
 He stated that the event was phenomenal and the effort was unbelievable. 

21. Council Reports & Discussions 
  
22. Executive Session  
  Pursuant to the provisions of O.C.G.A 50-14-3, the City Council could, at any time 

during the meeting, vote to close the public meeting and move to executive session 
to discuss matters relating to litigation, legal actions and/or communications from 
the City Attorney; and/or personnel matters; and/or real estate matters. 

  
23. Adjourn 
 
Mayor Easterling adjourned the meeting at 6:47 p.m. The next work session will be held 
on Monday, April 13, 2026, at 6:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers. The public is 
encouraged to attend. 
 
______________________________ 
Nicholas Simpson, Deputy City Clerk 

[MIN_SIGNATURES] 
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