
MINUTES OF CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION MEETING 
CITY OF KENNESAW 

Council Chambers 
(2529 J.O. Stephenson Avenue, Kennesaw, GA 30144) 

 
Livestream: www.kennesaw-ga.gov/publicmeetings/ 

March 9, 2026 
6:30 PM 

Present Mayor Derek Easterling 
Mayor Pro Tem Antonio Jones 
Councilmember Madelyn Orochena 
Councilmember Tracey Viars 
Councilmember Jonathon Bothers  
Councilmember Anthony Gutierrez-Leon 
City Clerk Lea Alvarez 
City Manager Jeff Drobney 
City Attorney Sam Hensley, Jr.  

1. Invocation 
  
2. Pledge of Allegiance 
  
3. Call to Order 
 
Mayor Easterling called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
4. Announcements 
  
5. Presentations 
  
6. Old Business 
  
7. New Business 
  
  A. Resolution: Master Fee Schedule Updates 

Approval of a Resolution updating various portions of the Master Fee 
Schedule. 

 
City Clerk Lea Alvarez presented a resolution to update portions of the Master Fee 
Schedule. She briefed the Council on several changes, including increasing the 
Kennesaw Police Department’s fingerprinting fee from $15 to $35 to align with Cobb 
County; adding a Licensing Agreement or Publication Policy at the Southern Museum 
for researchers and organizations wishing to publish duplications from the Museum’s 
collection and correcting the rental timeframe for the Cobb EMC Gallery; and adding a 
$50 deposit at Smith-Gilbert Gardens to reserve group activities such as tours, 
workshops, and presentations. 
 
With Council consensus, Mayor Easterling recommended placing the item on the 
Consent Agenda for the regular City Council meeting. 



8. Committee and Board Reports 
  
9. Public Hearing(s) 
  
  A. Ordinance: Rezoning Request for 1600 Old 41 Hwy & 0 Old 41 Hwy 

Consideration for approval of an ordinance authorizing a rezoning request 
submitted by Walton Communities, LLC for the properties located at 1600 Old 
41 Hwy and 0 Old 41 Hwy (parcel #20021200130 & 2002120156). Case 
#RZ2026-01 

 
Planning and Zoning Director Chanelle Campbell presented an ordinance for a 
rezoning request submitted by Walton Communities, LLC for the properties located at 
1600 Old 41 Highway and 0 Old 41 Highway. The request seeks to rezone 
approximately 11.44 acres from General Commercial and RM-12 (Multiple-Family 
District) to RM-16 (Multiple-Family District) to allow for the construction of a multi-family 
residential community. In addition to the rezoning, the applicant requested a variance to 
reduce the required parking ratio from 1.75 spaces per unit to 1.5 spaces, which is the 
subsequent agenda item. 
 
Ms. Campbell stated that staff received a request from the applicant’s attorney earlier 
that day to defer both applications in order to continue discussions with staff, as 
additional information regarding the property’s flood zone area had been identified. A 
new public hearing date has not yet been established. She also noted that staff 
received a letter of opposition on February 5, 2026. Because public notice had already 
been issued, the Council was required to proceed with the public hearings for the 
rezoning and variance applications. 
  B. Zoning Variance: 1600 Old 41 Hwy & 0 Old 41 Hwy 

Consideration for approval of a variance application for the properties located 
at 1600 Old 41 Hwy and 0 Old 41 Hwy (parcel #20021200130 & 2002120156) 
as submitted by Walton Communities, LLC. Case #ZV2026-01 

 
This item was discussed during item 9. A.  
  C. Ordinance: Rezoning Request for 6095 Pine Mountain Road 

Consideration for approval of an ordinance authorizing a rezoning request 
submitted by Cedar Creek Professional Office Association, Inc for the property 
located at 6095 Pine Mountain Rd (parcel #20014001470). Case #RZ2026-03 

 
Planning and Zoning Director Chanelle Campbell presented an ordinance regarding a 
rezoning request submitted by Cedar Creek Professional Office Association, Inc. for the 
property located at 6095 Pine Mountain Road. The request seeks to amend zoning 
conditions approved under Ordinance No. 2006-20 by eliminating Condition No. 14, 
which requires interparcel access and a shared access drive. 
 
At the March 4, 2026, Planning Commission meeting, the applicant requested to 
withdraw the application. The Planning Commission and staff recommended approval 
of the withdrawal. 
10. Consent Agenda 
  



A. Minutes: February 23, 2026 Work Session
Approval of the February 23, 2026, City Council work session minutes.

B. Minutes: February 23, 2026 Executive Session
Approval of the February 23, 2026, City Council executive session minutes.

C. Minutes: March 2, 2026 Regular Meeting
Approval of the March 2, 2026, City Council regular meeting minutes.

11. General and Administrative

A. Alcohol License: Hooters of Kennesaw 2025 LLC D/B/A Hooters of
Kennesaw
Consideration for approval of a Retail Pouring Alcohol License for Beer, Wine,
Liquor, and Sunday Sales for Hooters of Kennesaw 2025, LLC D/B/A Hooters
of Kennesaw located at 2102 Old 41 Highway NW, Kennesaw, GA, 30144.
Applicant: Matthew Floyd

Business License Manager Kayla Willis presented a Retail Pouring Alcohol License for 
Beer, Wine, Liquor, and Sunday Sales for Hooters of Kennesaw 2025, LLC d/b/a 
Hooters of Kennesaw, located at 2102 Old 41 Highway NW. She noted that the 
applicant completed the required alcohol workshop in accordance with Section 6-69 of 
the Kennesaw Code of Ordinances. The application and background check are on file, 
and the required signage and public notice were completed in accordance with Section 
6-36.

Mayor Pro Tem Jones asked whether the application was due to a change in 
ownership. Ms. Willis stated that it was a name change. 
12. Public Safety

A. Crime Stats: February 2026
Consideration for the acceptance of the February 2026 crime statistics.

Chief Bill Westenberger presented the February 2026 crime statistics (see Exhibit A). 
B. Resolution: Memorandum of Understanding with Kennesaw State

University for the assignment of law enforcement officers.
Consideration for approval of a Resolution authorizing a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) between the City of Kennesaw and Kennesaw State
University for mutual aid and law enforcement assistance.

Chief Westenberger presented a resolution authorizing a MOU between the City of 
Kennesaw and Kennesaw State University for mutual aid and law enforcement 
assistance. 

With Council consensus, Mayor Easterling recommended placing the item on the 
Consent Agenda for the regular City Council meeting. 

C. Resolution: Agreement with Semotus, Inc. dba Hiplink Software



Consideration for approval of a Resolution authorizing the agreement with 
Hiplink Software for critical communication services. 

911 Director Nikki McGraw presented a resolution authorizing an agreement with 
HipLink Software for critical communication services. The first-year cost is $15,330, 
which includes installation, setup, and training. 

Mayor Pro Tem Jones asked whether the system would be used internally or for mass 
public communication. Ms. McGraw stated that this portion of the software will be for 
internal use only. The system will integrate with the 911 Computer Aided Dispatch 
system and allow communication with law enforcement officers in the field and staff. 

Councilmember Bothers asked about the cost of the software. Ms. McGraw stated that 
the first-year cost is $15,330, with an annual cost of $12,230 for each subsequent year. 

With Council consensus, Mayor Easterling recommended placing the item on the 
Consent Agenda for the regular City Council meeting. 

13. Information Technology

14. Public Works and Building Maintenance

15. Recreation and Culture

16. Community Development

17. Public Comments
6:40 p.m. Floor Open for Public Comments

CHRISTA THOMAS [Owner of The Artful Rabbit]: Ms. Thomas expressed support for 
the proposed natural playscape at Depot Park. She stated that projects like this are 
more than an added amenity; they are an investment in children and the type of 
community the City aims to build. She added that prioritizing spaces for children and 
families demonstrates the City’s commitment to people, wellness, and community 
connection. 

PALMA RHOADES [City Resident]: Ms. Rhoades stated that she served on the original 
committee that helped determine the locations of parks in the City and echoed Ms. 
Thomas’s sentiments. She added that she does not believe anyone has ever regretted 
establishing a park. 

KIMBERLY WATKINS (City Resident): Ms. Watkins expressed support for the 
proposed playscape. She stated that she has had multiple conversations with Parks 
and Recreation over the years about pursuing a playground and has worked closely 
with the Moms Club of Kennesaw, whose members are also very interested. She added 
that a nature-based playscape would be a wonderful addition to the community and 



expressed hope that the Council will support the proposal. 

6:43 p.m. Floor Closed for Public Comments 
18. City Manager's Report

A. Reports, Discussions, and Updates

19. Mayor's Report

A. Mayor and Council (re)appointments to Boards and Commissions. This item is
for (re)appointments made by the Mayor to any Board, Committee, Authority,
or Commission requiring an appointment to fill any vacancies, resignations,
and to create or dissolve boards and commissions, as deemed necessary.

20. Council Reports & Discussions

A. Discussion: Natural Playscape in Depot Park
Discussion item requested by Councilmember Orochena regarding a natural
playscape in Depot Park.

Councilmember Orochena requested that Council revisit the discussion regarding a 
natural playscape at Depot Park to reach a clearer consensus on direction. She stated 
that while she initially believed the idea was positive, she was pleasantly surprised by 
the amount of public support it received. She added that a natural playground would be 
unique compared to other playgrounds in the City and that locating it in Depot Park 
could attract pedestrians from the surrounding downtown residential density. 

Mayor Pro Tem Jones stated that he believed Council had generally been in agreement 
during the previous discussion and that the next step would be for staff to begin 
evaluating the project. 

Councilmember Viars, noting that she served on the amphitheater committee, 
emphasized that the City is not opposed to parks, children, or families. She explained 
that Depot Park was originally envisioned as an entertainment space. After walking the 
park to consider potential locations, she suggested that the area near the bird art 
installation might be the only feasible location but expressed concern about the limited 
space and the potential need to modify existing landscaping. She added that she is not 
opposed to the idea but believes the project should be planned and funded through the 
budget rather than using reserve funds. 

Mayor Easterling stated that Depot Park was designed as the City’s town green and 
was not originally planned to include a playground. He agreed that the project should 
first be considered during the upcoming budget process. 

Mayor Pro Tem Jones suggested the area behind the amphitheater as a possible 
location and noted that he would support enclosing the space with a fence. 



Councilmember Orochena stated that the location referenced by Councilmember Viars 
could be a natural fit and that the playscape would enhance, rather than detract from, 
the character of Depot Park. 

Councilmember Bothers stated that Council must consider funding and timing for the 
project. While he supports the concept and the proposed location, he emphasized that 
the City must determine whether the project should be funded in the upcoming budget 
or in a future year, noting that reserve funds cannot be used for every desired project. 

Councilmember Orochena clarified that she was not proposing moving forward without 
funding but wanted Council to agree on a plan, so the project could be considered 
during the budget process. 

Councilmember Bothers added that he has heard support as well as concerns from 
residents and noted that there are other needs that must also be addressed in the 
budget. 

Mayor Easterling also noted that potential impacts related to House Bill 1116 and 
project cost estimates remain unknown. 

Councilmember Gutierrez expressed support for adding a playscape at Depot Park and 
thanked those who provided a packet of public comments supporting the project (see 
Exhibit B). 

City Manager Dr. Drobney reviewed the submitted comments and noted that projects of 
this nature require careful financial planning, design, and engineering. He explained 
that Depot Park was designed by previous Councils with the intention of serving as an 
entertainment-focused space and that the original playground was intended to be 
temporary. He also noted the City’s continued investment in parks, including the 
development of a new park on Cherokee Street. Dr. Drobney stated that the project 
could be considered as part of the Fiscal Year 2027 budget process, beginning with 
preliminary cost estimates for design and engineering. He also noted that park 
expansion funding may be available through the upcoming SPLOST program. 

Following discussion, Council agreed to submit the proposed playscape as a 
supplemental request for consideration in the Fiscal Year 2027 budget. 
21. Executive Session

Pursuant to the provisions of O.C.G.A 50-14-3, the City Council could, at any time
during the meeting, vote to close the public meeting and move to executive session
to discuss matters relating to litigation, legal actions and/or communications from
the City Attorney; and/or personnel matters; and/or real estate matters.

Motion by Councilmember Bothers to enter into Executive Session as allowed by 
O.C.G.A. Sec. 50-14-3 for the purpose of discussing land. Motion seconded by
Councilmember Viars.



Vote taken: motion unanimously approved, 5-0. Motion passed. 

7:08 p.m. Recess to Executive Session 

Mayor, City Council, City Manager, Assistant City Manager, Economic Development 
Director, City Clerk, Deputy City Clerk and City Attorney attended Executive Session. 

7:25 p.m. Reconvene to Open Session 

Councilmember Bothers read the Board back into Open Session and directed the 
Mayor and City Council to execute an affidavit in compliance with O.C.G.A. Sec. 50-14-
4. Motion seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Jones. See Exhibit C.

Vote taken: motion unanimously approved 5-0. Motion passed. 
22. Adjourn
Mayor Easterling adjourned the meeting at 7:26 p.m. The regular meeting will be held 
on Monday, March 16, 2026, at 6:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers. The public is 
encouraged to attend. 

________________________ 
Lea Alvarez, City Clerk 
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