
MINUTES OF LICENSE REVIEW BOARD MEETING 
CITY OF KENNESAW 

Council Chambers 
January 21, 2026 

2:00 PM 

  
1. Call to Order / Roll Call 
 
Chairperson Robert Thornton called the meeting to order at 2:01 p.m. 
 
Chairperson Thornton recognized Sam Hensley, Jr., Attorney for the License Review 
Board. Mr. Hensley advised the Board on several housekeeping items requiring action 
for the calendar year prior to calling the case. 
 
Election of Officers – 2026 Calendar Year 
 
Motion by Board Member Donald Perez to nominate Robert Thornton as Chair for the 
2026 calendar year. Seconded by Board Member Tavares Chambless. 
Vote taken: motion unanimously approved, 3–0. Motion passed. 
 
Motion by Board Member Perez to nominate Tavares Chambless as Secretary for the 
2026 calendar year. Seconded by Chairperson Thornton. 
Vote taken: motion unanimously approved, 3–0. Motion passed.  
2. Appeal Hearings  
  
  A. Appeal of Alcohol License Application Denial for DVVS, Inc. (Licensee: Hitesh 

Patel) located at 1630 Old 41 Highway, Kennesaw, GA 30152. 
(Denial: December 31, 2025) 

 
Mr. Hensley, Jr. advised that the Assistant Attorney for the City, Jamie Wingler, and 
Counsel for the Licensee, Traci Trippe, had agreed upon a Stipulation of Facts and a 
Consent Order to resolve the matter pending before the License Review Board. 
 
Ms. Trippe indicated that her client wished to waive the reading of the Charges and 
Specifications. 
 
Mr. Hensley, Jr. read the Stipulation and Consent Order into the record (see Exhibit A). 
Mr. Wingler addressed the Board and requested that it accept the Stipulation and 
consider the Consent Order. Ms. Trippe likewise requested that the Board grant the 
Consent Order as presented. She stated that she had extensive conversations with the 
Licensee, who understands the seriousness of the matter and the consequences his 
business has already experienced. She noted that the Licensee has had no violations 
from 2017 to the present and has implemented enhanced procedures within his 
organization to ensure that alcohol is not sold to minors. Ms. Trippe explained that the 
omission on the application was an oversight, as the Licensee misread the “and/or” 
language on the form. She further stated that the Licensee now understands that he 



may consult with counsel prior to submitting future applications. 

Board Member Chambless asked the Licensee, now recognizing that the application 
inquired whether an applicant had been arrested, charged, and/or convicted, what his 
plan would be for the next renewal. 

Mr. Hensley, Jr. swore in the Licensee, Hitesh Patel. 

Mr. Patel stated that his plan going forward is to consult with his attorneys whenever he 
has questions regarding the application. He accepted full responsibility for his 
interpretation of the form, explaining that he believed the question applied only to 
convictions and that, because his cases are still pending in court, he misinterpreted the 
question. 

Board Member Perez asked how Mr. Patel maintains updated training materials, noting 
the challenges of operating a small business. Mr. Patel responded that he maintains a 
training manual, reviews it regularly, especially when onboarding new employees, and 
conducts ongoing training regarding underage alcohol sales. He stated that he has 
operated at the same location for 23 years, values the City of Kennesaw, and takes his 
responsibility seriously to ensure his employees represent his business appropriately. 

Board Member Chambless noted the loss of revenue experienced by the Licensee and 
asked whether he understands the importance of providing accurate information on the 
application, given that a significant percentage of his business involves alcohol sales. 
Mr. Patel responded that alcohol and tobacco generate the majority of his sales and 
that, since January 1, 2026, he has lost thousands of dollars daily. He further stated 
that a new competitor had recently opened next door, making the timing particularly 
difficult. 

Mr. Hensley, Jr. clarified that Mr. Patel’s statements relate to what is referred to in the 
criminal realm as credit for time served, noting that the Licensee’s business has not 
sold alcohol since January 1, 2026. He further emphasized that the two violations not 
initially disclosed on the application were not disqualifying for licensure and that the 
matter before the Board stemmed solely from the failure to disclose those items. 

Mr. Wingler stated there was nothing further from the city. 

Motion by Board Member Perez to accept the Consent Order as presented. Seconded 
by Board Member Chambless.  
Vote taken: motion unanimously approved, 3-0. Motion passed. 
3. Adjourn
Chairman Thornton adjourned the hearing at 2:23 p.m.



Exhibit A








