MINUTES OF CEMETERY PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING
CITY OF KENNESAW
City Hall Training Room
(2529 J.O. Stephenson Avenue, Kennesaw, GA 30144)
June 12, 2025
4:00 PM

1. Call to Order/ Roll Call

Chair Lewis Bramlett called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.

All members were present: Lewis Bramlett, Lizz Gray, Judi Burrell, Rebecca Carlson,
and Jim Poole.

City Staff present: Lea Alvarez, City Clerk; Tim Cox, Assistant Public Works Director;
and Pat Ferris, Councilmember.

Guest Vicki Murray was recognized.
2. Approval of the Meeting Minutes

A. Minutes: May 8, 2025 Regular Meeting
Consideration to approve the May 8, 2025, Cemetery Preservation
Commission minutes.

Motion by Judi Burrell to approve the May 8, 2025, Cemetery Preservation Commission
minutes as presented. Seconded by Rebecca Carlson.

Vote taken: unanimously approved 4-0. Motion passed.
3. Financial Report

A. Financials: May 2025
Consideration to accept the May 2025 Cemetery Fund financial reports.

Motion by Rebecca Carlson to accept the May 2025 Cemetery Fund financial reports as
presented. Seconded by Judi Burrell.

Vote taken: unanimously approved 4-0. Motion passed.
4. Cemetery Preservation Foundation Update

In the absence of the Foundation's liaison, Andrew Bramlett, Lewis Bramlett provided
the Cemetery Preservation Foundation update. He reported the following:

¢ Michelle Newman was elected President of the Cemetery Preservation
Foundation at its most recent meeting.

¢ An information session about Life in the Cemetery will be held on June 25, 2025,
at the Ben Robertson Community Center for prospective actors and volunteers.
Auditions are scheduled for July 29 and 30, 2025, at the same location.



e The Foundation is considering participation in the Candy Crawl on October 25,
2025, to raise awareness and engagement with Life in the Cemetery.

e The Foundation recently met with Assistant Parks and Recreation Director
Elizabeth Weaver to explore potential sponsorship opportunities.

¢ President Michelle Newman is currently working on developing a logo for the
Foundation.

e Andrew Bramlett met with representatives from New South Associates and the
State to discuss the cemetery’s potential listing on the National Register of
Historic Places. The meeting was positive, with a goal of being considered by the
National Register Review Board for their May 26, 2026, agenda.

e The Foundation is exploring the development of a self-guided walking tour
through Historic B.

5. 0Old Business

A. Updates: Memorial Tree Project, Cemetery Map Scans, and Section Il
Survey Pin Covers

Mr. Bramlett gave a brief update on the memorial tree project, the cemetery map scan,
and the Section Il survey pin covers. All projects are complete except the survey pin
cover installation, which Public Works will finish soon.

6. New Business

A. Discussion: Ground Penetrating Radar Update

Staff liaison Lea Alvarez provided an update on recent discussions with Omega
Mapping regarding the use of ground-penetrating radar (GPR) in Chalker and Section
[l of the cemetery. Ms. Alvarez noted that in 2008, the City conducted GPR surveys
throughout the cemetery, except for Section Ill. Nearly two decades later, it's assumed
that GPR technology has significantly advanced, making it an opportune time to revisit
the project. Given the substantial amount of green space remaining in Chalker and the
limited presence of survey pins, Public Works is interested in obtaining updated maps
to verify burial locations identified in the earlier GPR study. However, the proposal Ms.
Alvarez received from Omega Mapping was incomplete, as it only included pricing for
Section Ill. She will provide a full update once the complete proposal is received.

B. Discussion: Headstones and Preservation Planning

Ms. Alvarez reported that staff met the previous week with Ashley Shares, Director of
Preservation for Oakland Cemetery, to assess broken headstones. During the visit, Ms.
Shares provided extensive feedback, including the recommendation to develop a formal
preservation plan. This plan would outline detailed specifications for repairing
headstones and offer guidelines for preserving the cemetery’s hardscape. Ms. Alvarez
noted that if the Commission chooses to move forward with a preservation plan led by
Ms. Shares, it should be developed in conjunction with a broader maintenance plan for
the cemetery’s structures. Ms. Shares is expected to submit a cost proposal in the
coming weeks, which Ms. Alvarez will present to the Commission for review and
consideration.



7. Staff Comment

Mr. Bramlett went through the various outstanding projects, including tree removal, road
removal, road paving, and section signage. He also provided an overview of upcoming
events in the cemetery.

8. Adjourn
Mr. Bramlett adjourned the meeting at 4:50 p.m.





