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February 3, 2025  6:30 PM 

Council Chambers 
(2529 J.O. Stephenson Avenue, Kennesaw, GA 30144) 

 
Livestream: www.kennesaw-ga.gov/publicmeetings/ 

   

  

1. Invocation 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Call to Order 

4. Announcements 

5. Presentations 

6. Public Comment/Business from the Floor 

7. Old Business 

8. New Business 

  A. Appeal Hearing: Occupational Tax License for The Event Lounge  

9. Committee and Board Reports 

10. Public Hearing(s) 

  A. Resolution: Opt out of Statewide Homestead Exemption Pursuant to 
O.C.G.A § 48-5-44.2.  
Consideration for approval of a Resolution authorizing the City of Kennesaw to 
opt out of the statewide homestead exemption pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 48-5-
44.2. 

11. Consent Agenda 

  A. Minutes: January 13, 2025 Work Session 
Approval of the January 13, 2025, City Council work session minutes. 
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  B. Minutes: January 13, 2025 Executive Session 
Approval of the January 13, 2025, City Council executive session minutes. 

  C. Minutes: January 21, 2025 Regular Meeting 
Approval of the January 21, 2025, City Council regular meeting minutes. 

  D. Resolution: Sewer Easement to Cobb County Water  
Consideration for approval of a Resolution authorizing a Sewer Easement 
Agreement with Cobb County Water. 

  E. Budget Adjustments: Fiscal Year 2024  
Consideration for approval of budget adjustments for fiscal year ended 
September 30, 2024. 

12. General and Administrative 

  A. Alcohol License: Keke's Breakfast Cafe  
Consideration for approval of an Alcohol License for Beer, Wine, and Sunday 
Sales for Kennesaw Walk Keke's LLC d/b/a Keke's Breakfast Cafe located at 
2090 Baker Rd., Suite 201, Kennesaw, GA 30144. 

13. Public Safety 

14. Information Technology 

15. Public Works and Building Maintenance 

  A. Resolution: Dedication of Grenadine Circle in Villas at Hickory Grove 
Consideration for approval of a Resolution accepting the dedication of 
Grenadine Circle to the City of Kennesaw. 

16. Recreation and Culture 

17. Community Development 

18. Public Comment/Business from the Floor 

19. City Manager's Report 

  A. Reports, Discussions, and Updates 

20. Mayor's Report 

  A. Mayor and Council (re)appointments to Boards and Commissions. This item is 
for (re)appointments made by the Mayor to any Board, Committee, Authority, 
or Commission requiring an appointment to fill any vacancies, resignations, 
and to create or dissolve boards and commissions, as deemed necessary.  

21. Council Reports & Discussions 

22. Executive Session  
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  Pursuant to the provisions of O.C.G.A 50-14-3, the City Council could, at any time 
during the meeting, vote to close the public meeting and move to executive session 
to discuss matters relating to litigation, legal actions and/or communications from 
the City Attorney; and/or personnel matters; and/or real estate matters. 

23. Adjourn 
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 Item Report  

8.A. 

  
   
TO: The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
    
FROM: Lea Alvarez, City Clerk  
    
DATE: February 3, 2025 
    
TITLE: Appeal Hearing: Occupational Tax License for The Event Lounge  
     
  
Summary: 
On December 20, 2024, the City of Kennesaw sent a notice of suspension of the Occupational Tax 
Certificate for The Event Lounge Kennesaw located at 1480 Shiloh Road, Kennesaw, GA 30144 in 
accordance with Section 22-29 (b) of the Kennesaw Code of Ordinances. The business committed 
offenses on November 18, 2022, June 23, 2023, and October 14, 2024. As a result of the offenses, 
several provisions of Section 22-29(b) of the Kennesaw Code of Ordinances have been violated. 
These include: § 22-29(b)(1), in part: provision of false or misleading information during the original 
or renewal application process; § 22-29(b)(2), in part: knowingly allowing possession, use, or sale of 
controlled substances on the premises or to minors; § 22-29(b)(3), in part: permitting a violation of 
city ordinances or Georgia State law (a misdemeanor or felony) on the premises, materially related to 
the operation of the business; § 22-29(b)(5), in part: failure to pay required fees, occupation taxes, 
fines, or other amounts due to the city; and § 22-29 (b)(7) allowing violations of O.C.G.A § 16-12-171, 
as amended. The offenses resulted in a total suspension of 180 days, which was set to take effect on 
January 1, 2025. In accordance with Section 22-21(d), the owner of The Event Lounge Kennesaw 
submitted an appeal letter to appear before the Mayor and City Council dated January 8, 2025. The 
appeal hearing is scheduled for the February 3, 2025, City Council regular meeting. 
  
Recommendation:  
  
Fiscal Impact:  
  
Attachments:    
1. 2024-12-20 Notice of Suspension Letter for The Event Lounge 
2. 2025-01-08 Appeal Letter Event Lounge 
3. The Event Lounge Citations_Redacted 
4. Kennesaw, GA Code of Ordinances 22-29 

Page 4 of 140



5. Kennesaw, GA Code of Ordinances 18-66 
6. Kennesaw, GA Code of Ordinances 18-74 
7. Kennesaw, GA Code of Ordinances 22-2 (b) 
8. Kennesaw, GA Code of Ordinances 6-99 
9. Kennesaw, GA Code of Ordinances 18-28 
10. Kennesaw, GA Code of Ordinances 46-500 
11. Kennesaw, GA Code of Ordinances 6-71 
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(a)

(b)

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

(c)

(d)

Sec. 22-29. - Revocation and appeal.

The supervisor of the business license office shall be authorized to suspend or revoke a business registration certificate in accordance

with the procedures set forth below. In the event the supervisor of the business license office seeks to suspend or revoke an

occupation tax certificate, the supervisor of the business license office shall give written notification to the applicant of such action and

such notice shall contain a specification of the violation or violations and shall be served upon the licensee at least five days prior to

the hearing. The applicant shall be given written notice of the time and place of the hearing.

The supervisor of the business license office shall be authorized to deny, suspend or revoke an occupation tax certificate in the event

of any one or more of the following:

An applicant gave false or misleading information in the original or renewal application process;

An applicant has knowingly allowed possession, use, or sale of controlled substances on the premises and/or knowingly allowed

possession, use or sale of controlled substances to a minor on the premises;

An applicant has knowingly allowed the violation of an ordinance of the city or a violation of any criminal law of the State of Georgia

(a misdemeanor or a felony) to occur on the premises; and that such violation is materially related to the operation of said

business;

An applicant (or licensee) has been convicted of any drug related, alcohol-related or sex-related crime by the State of Georgia or the

city regarding an offense which was committed on the premises or which would otherwise violate the provisions of this chapter;

An applicant fails to pay any fee, occupation tax, fine or other amount of money due to the city under this chapter or any other

taxing ordinance of the city;

An applicant or the owner alters or allows to be altered, the business license occupation tax certificate (license document) or the

applicant or the owner changes the information, defaces, destroys, misuses, abuses, or improperly alters or misrepresents the

business license or occupation tax certificate; and

An applicant has knowingly allowed the violation of any provision of O.C.G.A. § 16-12-171, as amended.

The city manager shall approve any proposed action prior to proceeding toward any suspension or revocation of any occupation tax

certificate and/or business license.

In the event the supervisor of the business license office shall suspend or revoke any occupation tax certificate hereunder, the

suspension or revocation shall be for a period of not less than one day nor more than 365 days, within the discretion of the supervisor

of the business license office. Any suspension or revocation shall be sent by the city by certified mail, return receipt requested. For the

first offense, the suspension shall be for a period of one to 90 days; second offense, suspension for one to 180 days and third offense,

suspension for one to 365 days. Provided, however, that the applicant shall be authorized to continue its business operations until that

date of the hearing scheduled in accordance with section 22-21(d). No applicant may apply for an occupation tax certificate during any

period of suspension or revocation. In any hearing conducted, the supervisor of the business license office shall consider, among other

things, the severity of the allegations, the evidence submitted and the testimony presented, in making any decision on suspension or

revocation and the duration of either.

(Ord. No 2019-09, § 5, 10-21-19)

1/21/25, 2:40 PM Kennesaw, GA Code of Ordinances
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(a)

(b)

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

(g)

(h)

(i)

(j)

Sec. 18-66. - Permit application.

When required. Any owner, authorized agent, or contractor who desires to construct, enlarge, alter, repair, move, demolish, or change

the occupancy of a building or structure, or to erect, install, enlarge, alter, repair, remove, convert or replace any electrical, gas,

mechanical or plumbing system, the installation of which is regulated by the technical codes or to cause any such work to be done,

shall first make application to the building official and obtain the required permit for that work.

Exceptions. Permits shall not be required for the following mechanical work:

Any portable heating appliance;

Any portable ventilation equipment;

Any portable cooling unit;

Any steam, hot or chilled water piping within any heating or cooling equipment regulated by the Georgia State Minimum Standard

Mechanical Code;

Replacement of any part which does not alter its approval or make it unsafe;

Any portable evaporative cooler;

Any self-contained refrigeration system containing ten pounds (4.54 kg.) or less of refrigerant and actuated by motors of one

horsepower (746 W) or less.

State license required. Applications for electrical, mechanical or plumbing permits may only be made by, and will only be issued to, an

individual holding a valid state electrical, mechanical or plumbing license or to an individual performing work on a single-family

dwelling or farm owned and occupied by the individual applicant; provided, however, all work pursuant to such permit must be in

conformity with all provisions of the technical codes and this chapter. Effective July 1, 2008, applications for building permits may only

be made by, and will only be issued to, an individual holding a valid state building contractor license or to an individual performing

work on a single-family dwelling or farm owned and occupied by the individual applicant, provided, however, all work pursuant to such

permit must be in conformity with all provisions of the technical codes and this chapter.

Joint responsibility. It shall be the joint responsibility of the owner and contractor to see that a permit is obtained before any work is

commenced.

Work authorized. A building, electrical, gas, mechanical or plumbing permit shall carry with it the right to construct or install the work,

provided the same are shown on the drawings and set forth in the specifications filed with the application for the permit. Where these

are not shown on the drawings and covered by the specifications submitted with the application, separate permits shall be required.

Minor repairs. Ordinary minor repairs may be made with the approval of the building official without a permit, provided that such

repairs shall not violate any of the provisions of the technical codes.

Fire damaged structure. The building official or designee shall inspect all fire damaged structures prior to any and all utility services

being re-connected.

Information required. Each application for a permit, with the required fee, shall be filed with the building official on a form furnished

for that purpose and shall contain a general description of the proposed work and its location. The application shall be signed by the

owner, or his authorized agent; or, if subsection 18-48(b) applies, then the application must be signed by the licensed contractor or

individual owner/occupant. The building permit application shall indicate the proposed occupancy of all parts of the building and of

that portion of the site or lot, if any, not covered by the building or structure, and shall contain such other information as may be

required by the building official.

Time limitations of applications. An application for a permit for any proposed work shall be deemed to have been abandoned six

months after the date of filing for the permit, unless before then a permit has been issued. One or more extensions of time for periods

of not more than 30 days each may be allowed by the building official for the application provided the extension is requested in writing

and justifiable cause is demonstrated.

Expiration of permits. Every permit shall become invalid unless the work on the site authorized by such permit is commenced within six

months after its issuance or if the work authorized on the site by such permit is suspended or abandoned for a period of six months

after the time the permitted work is commenced. One or more extensions of time for periods of not more than 30 days each may be

allowed by the building official for the permit provided the extension is requested in writing and justifiable cause is demonstrated. The

definition of work being completed on the site authorized by such permit shall be an inspection being completed and passed by the

building services department.

1/21/25, 2:35 PM Kennesaw, GA Code of Ordinances
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(Ord. No. 2006-06, § 1(18-33), 2-21-06; Ord. No. 2008-22, § 1, 6-16-08)
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(a)

(1)

(2)

Sec. 18-74. - Certificates.

Certificate of occupancy or completion. Building occupancy. A new building shall not be occupied or a change made in the occupancy,

nature or use of a building or part of a building until after the building official has issued a certificate of occupancy or completion. Such

certificate shall not be issued until all required electrical, gas, mechanical, plumbing and fire protection systems have been inspected

for compliance with the technical codes and other applicable laws and ordinances and released by the building official.

Issuing certificate of occupancy or completion. Upon satisfactory completion of construction of a building or structure and

installation of electrical, gas, mechanical and plumbing systems in accordance with the technical codes, reviewed plans and

specifications and after the final inspection, the building official shall issue a certificate of occupancy or completion stating the

following:

• Use and occupancy permitted;

• Occupant load for each floor when limited by law;

• Allowable load per square foot for each floor in accordance with the provisions of the technical codes (when applicable);

• Building permit number;

• Address of the building or structure;

• Type of construction of the building or structure;

• Statement of compliance with applicable codes; and

• Any special stipulations or conditions of the building permit.

Authority to disconnect service utilities. The building official shall have the authority to authorize disconnection of utility service to

the building, structure or system regulated by the technical codes, in case of emergency where necessary to eliminate an

immediate hazard to life or property. The building official shall notify the serving utility, and whenever possible the owner and

occupant of the building, structure or service system of the decision to disconnect prior to taking such action. If not notified prior to

disconnecting, the owner or occupant of the building, structure or service system shall be notified in writing, as soon as practical

thereafter.

(Ord. No. 2006-06, § 1(18-41), 2-21-06)

1/21/25, 2:36 PM Kennesaw, GA Code of Ordinances
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(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(1)

(2)

Sec. 22-2. - Scope and levy—Businesses with no location in Georgia.

The occupation tax levied herein is for revenue purposes only and is not for regulatory purposes, nor is the payment of the tax made a

condition precedent to the practice of any such profession, trade or calling. The occupation tax only applies to those businesses and

occupations which are covered by the provisions of O.C.G.A. §§ 48-13-5 to 48-13-26. All other applicable businesses and occupations

are taxed by the local government pursuant to the pertinent general and/or local law and ordinance.

Pursuant to O.C.G.A. §§ 36-1-22 and 48-13-6 et seq. and effective January 1, 1995 and succeeding years thereafter, each person

engaged in any business, trade, profession, or occupation in the city, whether with a location in the city, or in the case of an out-of-

state business with no location in the state, exerting substantial efforts within the state pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 48-13-7, shall pay an

occupation tax for such business, trade, profession, or occupation, which tax and any applicable registration shall be displayed in a

conspicuous place in the place of business, if the taxpayer has a permanent business location in the city, such business tax registration

shall be shown to the business license manager or his designees or to any police officer of the city upon his or their request.

Every person required to pay an occupation tax or license fee or a renewal of a license of occupation tax certificate under the

provisions of this Code shall submit an application to the supervisor of the business license office, which application shall conform to

the requirements of this section in addition to any other provisions of this Code.

Registration and assessment of an occupation tax is imposed on those businesses and practitioners of professions with no location or

office in the state if the business's largest dollar volume of business in the state is in the city and the business or practitioner:

Has one or more employees or agents who exert substantial efforts within the jurisdiction of the city for the purpose of soliciting

business or serving customers or clients; or

If the business or practitioner owns personal or real property which generates income and which is located within the jurisdiction

of the city.

(Ord. No 2019-09, § 5, 10-21-19)
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(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Sec. 6-99. - Breaking of packages; consumption on premises; possession of alcoholic beverages on unlicensed premises; spirituous or alcoholic liquors.

No retail dealer shall knowingly and intentionally allow or permit the breaking or opening of any package or packages containing

alcoholic beverages on the premises where sold or allow or permit the drinking of the contents of such package or packages on the

premises where sold. This section shall not apply with respect to sales pursuant to a license for consumption on the premises.

A restaurant, eatery, cafe, diner or other eating establishment not licensed under this chapter for on-premise consumption shall not

knowingly and intentionally allow or permit the breaking or opening of any package or packages containing alcoholic beverages on the

unlicensed premises or permit the drinking of the contents of such package or packages on the unlicensed premises.

It shall be unlawful for any licensee who is authorized to sell malt beverages, or hard cider, or wine, to sell, store or possess spirituous

or alcoholic liquors without an appropriate license therefor.

Upon the suspension, revocation, denial of renewal or denial of transfer of any alcoholic beverage license under this chapter, the

licensee shall remove from the licensed premises all alcoholic beverages within 48 hours of the effective date of such suspension,

revocation or denial.

(Ord. No. 2008-18, § 2, 5-19-08; Ord. No. 2012-11, 9-4-12)

State Law reference— O.C.G.A. § 3-3-26.
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(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Sec. 18-28. - Unsafe structures and equipment.

An unsafe structure is one that is found to be dangerous to the life, health, property or safety of the public or the occupants of the

structure by not providing minimum safeguards to protect or warn the occupants in the event of fire, or because such structure

contains unsafe equipment or is so damaged, decayed, dilapidated, structurally unsafe or of such faulty construction or unstable

foundation, that partial or complete collapse is possible.

Unsafe equipment includes any boiler, heating equipment, elevator, moving stairway, electrical wiring or device, flammable liquid

containers or other equipment on the premises or within the structure which is in such disrepair or condition that such equipment is a

hazard to life, health, property or safety of the public or occupants of the premises or structure.

A structure is unfit for human occupancy when such the structure is unsafe, unlawful or, because of the degree to which the structure

is in disrepair or lacks maintenance, is unsanitary, vermin or rat infested, contains filth and contamination, or lacks ventilation,

illumination, sanitary or heating facilities or other essential equipment required by this Code, or because the location of the structure

constitutes a hazard to the occupants of the structure or to the public.

An unlawful structure is one found in whole or in part to be occupied by more persons than permitted under this Code, or was erected,

altered or occupied contrary to law.

(Ord. No. 2006-06, § 1(18-18), 2-21-06)
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(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)

(9)

(10)

(11)

(12)

Sec. 46-500. - Declaration of nuisance conditions.

The following conditions may be declared to be nuisances:

Stagnant water on premises;

Any dead or decaying matter, weeds, vegetation or any fruit, vegetable, animal or rodent, upon premises which is odorous or

capable of causing disease or annoyance to the inhabitants of the city;

The generation of smoke or fumes in sufficient amount to cause odor or annoyance to the inhabitants of the city;

The pollution of public water or the injection of matter into the sewage system which would be damaging thereto;

Maintaining a dangerous or diseased animal or fowl;

Obstruction of a public street, highway or sidewalk without a permit;

Loud or unusual noises which are detrimental or annoying to the public, including without limitation, unusual or loud disturbances

in or around churches or multiple-family complexes such as loud music and other activities in swimming pool and clubhouse areas;

All walls, trees and buildings that may endanger persons or property;

Any business or building where illegal activities are habitually and commonly conducted in such a manner as to reasonably suggest

that the owner or operator of the business or building was aware of the illegal activities and failed to reasonably attempt to prevent

those activities;

Unused iceboxes, refrigerators and the like unless the doors, latches or locks thereof are removed;

Any trees, shrubbery or other plants or parts thereof, which obstruct clear, safe vision on roadways and intersections of the city;

and

Any other condition constituting a nuisance under state law.

(Ord. No. 2014-16, Att., 11-3-14)
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(1)

(2)

(3)

Sec. 6-71. - Closed function.

The requirements for obtaining a closed permit function are as follows:

The organization sponsoring any closed function which seeks to serve alcoholic beverages must first apply for and obtain a special

permit from the business license department in order to serve alcoholic beverages at the closed function. This permit must be

posted in a conspicuous location at the closed function at all times during the event. The special permit shall specify the hours in

which the closed function is permitted to function.

The organization sponsoring any closed function which seeks to serve alcoholic beverages must hire an off-duty City of Kennesaw

police officer to monitor the function. The city manager or his/her designee shall have the discretion to allow the sponsoring

organization to hire an off-duty police officer from another jurisdiction to monitor the function if the circumstances warrant.

The special permit as contemplated herein shall be granted or denied at the sole discretion of the business license department.

(Ord. No. 2008-18, § 2, 5-19-08; Ord. No. 2019-09, § 4, 10-21-19)

1/21/25, 2:42 PM Kennesaw, GA Code of Ordinances
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 Item Report  

10.A. 

  
   
TO: The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
    
FROM: Jeff Drobney, City Manager, Jennifer Gordy, Assistant Finance Director  
    
DATE: February 3, 2025 
    
TITLE: Resolution: Opt out of Statewide Homestead Exemption Pursuant to O.C.G.A § 

48-5-44.2.  
Consideration for approval of a Resolution authorizing the City of Kennesaw to opt out 
of the statewide homestead exemption pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 48-5-44.2. 

     
  
Summary: 
The City of Kennesaw Mayor & Council intend to opt out of the statewide adjusted base year ad 
valorem homestead exemption for the City of Kennesaw.  The dates of the public hearings were 
properly advertised in the Marietta Daily Journal on January 18 and 25, 2025.  The first, second, and 
third public hearings are to be held on January 27, 2025, at 6:00 PM and February 3, 2025, at 10:30 
AM and 6:00 PM, respectively. Additionally, a certified copy of the attached resolution is due to the 
Georgia Secretary of State no later than March 1, 2025. 
  
Recommendation: 
Finance Director recommends approval of the resolution. 
  
Fiscal Impact:  
  
Attachments:    
1. RESOLUTION HB581 Opt-Out 
2. HB 581 LPC Presentation COK (3) 
3. 2025-01-18 Homestead Opt-Out Ad 
4. 2025-01-25 Homestead Opt-Out Ad 
5. Press Release Notice of Intent to Opt out of Homestead Exemption 
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CITY OF KENNESAW
GEORGIA

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-____, 2025

RESOLUTION TO OPT OUT OF THE HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION PURSUANT TO 
O.C.G.A § 48-5-44.2. 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KENNESAW, COBB 
COUNTY, GEORGIA, AS FOLLOWS:

WHEREAS, Georgia Code O.C.G.A. § 48-5-44.2, effective January 1, 2025, creates a 
statewide homestead exemption from ad valorem taxes levied by, for, or on behalf of the state 
or any county, consolidated government, municipality, or local school district in this state; and 

WHEREAS, more specifically, O.C.G.A. § 48-5-44.2(i) authorizes the governing authority of 
any county, consolidated government, municipality, or school district to opt out of the 
homestead exemption otherwise granted with respect to such political subdivision through 
certain procedures and the adoption of a resolution by March 1, 2025; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Kennesaw desires to opt out of the homestead exemption otherwise 
granted; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Kennesaw has complied with the required procedures pursuant to 
O.C.G.A. § 48-5-44.2(i), including but not limited to, holding at least three public meetings on 
the intent to opt out and placing the required advertisement in a newspaper of general 
circulation and on its website as required. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Kennesaw hereby opts out of the 
homestead exemption otherwise granted by O.C.G.A. § 48-5-44.2. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution shall become effective upon its approval 
by the City Council of Kennesaw, Georgia. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City of Kennesaw City Clerk is hereby directed to 
provide a certified copy of this Resolution to the Georgia Secretary of State no later than 
March 1, 2025.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Kennesaw City Council on this ____ day of ______, 2025.

ATTEST: CITY OF KENNESAW:

___________________________            __________________________
Lea Alvarez, City Clerk                              Derek Easterling, Mayor
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House  Bill 581
Statewide Floating Homestead Exemption and FLOST 

• Passed by House and Senate in 2024

• Signed into Law April 18th, 2024

• Referendum passed by voters November 2024
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Statewide Floating Homestead Exemption​

Establishes a statewide "floating homestead" exemption based on a 
rate of inflation determined by DOR​ (Consumer Price Index)
• Requires approval through referendum in November 2024 (HR 1022); 

Applies to taxable years beginning in 2025​ (approved by voters)
• Exemption allows assessment on homesteaded properties to only rise 

annually at the rate of inflation​
• Property value resets with a sale or adjusts with "substantial property 

change"
• If your local government has an existing homestead exemption the 

taxpayer will receive the exemption that is more beneficial
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How does HB 581 effect the current 
Homestead Float in Kennesaw
• There is no effect to the current homestead float in Kennesaw, Cobb County or the other 

cities in Cobb that currently have a floating homestead freeze
• Kennesaw’s homestead float keeps the owner’s primary residence property taxes from 

going up as a result of reassessments by increasing the amount of homestead exemption
• The increased exemption only applies to property taxes for the city general fund. It does 

not affect taxes for schools or bond indebtedness
• The exemption automatically renews annually as long as the owner continues to occupy 

the residence as his or her homestead. It terminates when the property is sold or 
otherwise no longer qualifies for homestead exemption

• In Kennesaw each home with a Floating Homestead has an established base year value 
which does not change unless some improvement is made to the property.
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Implications (or options) for the 
City of Kennesaw
• Opt-in (we don’t do anything):

• General Fund float will remain the same
• Bond remains the same
• Only Homestead properties will be capped on increases
• Significantly increased administrative burden with no benefit or change - Kennesaw property owners will 

continue to receive the more beneficial floating homestead exemption 

• Opt-out:
• General Fund float will remain the same
• Bond remains the same 
• Only Homestead properties receive the current float
• Kennesaw property owners will see no change and continue to receive the more beneficial floating 

homestead exemption 
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Let’s compare…
Example of Current "Frozen" Homestead 
Exemption

Assumptions:
• Year 1 - Assessed  Value of $100,000
• Year 2 - Assessed Value increased to 

$110,000 due to market changes
• Assessed Value increased every three 

years due to market changes 

• Assuming an inflationary rate of 2% 
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Let’s compare…
Example of HB 581 "Adjustable" Floating 
Homestead Exemption 

Assumptions:
• Year 1 - Assessed  Value of $100,000
• Year 2 - Assessed Value increased to 

$110,000 due to market changes
• Assessed Value increased every three 

years due to market changes 
• Assuming an inflationary rate of 2% 
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Recommendation 

Staff recommendation is to opt out of HB 581 – staying in has no 
benefit for the Kennesaw tax-payers on their homestead property as 
our current Floating Homestead exemption with a property value 
“freeze” is always more beneficial.
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Opt-out Proposed Timeline

• Formal Decision to Opt-out (January)
• Hold three required Public Hearings

• 1st Hearing  –  prior to Council Work Session at 6:00 PM January 27th 
• 2nd Hearing – Special Called session at 10:30 AM February 3rd
• 3rd Hearing – Council Meeting at 6:30 PM February 3rd

• Opt-out resolution filed with the Secretary of State by March 1, 
2025
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Questions?
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that would take him from 
Statesboro to Rome before 
joining Acworth’s police de-
partment in 2001.

Cheatham’s initial role in 
Acworth as a patrol officer 
quickly evolved when he was 
tapped to join the city’s Crimi-
nal Investigations Division.

“Back then, there was one 
detective, and that was me,” 
he said.

For nearly six years, he 
handled cases ranging from 
crimes against children to 
high-profile investigations. 
Over time, he rose through 
the ranks, becoming captain, 
then major and now chief.

“I’m by far the only one (in 
my family) that chose this 
route,” Cheatham said, add-
ing that most work in medi-
cine or engineering.

Despite taking a nontra-
ditional educational path, 
Cheatham later returned to 
school, earning a bachelor’s 
degree in criminal justice from 
Thomas University in Thom-
asville and a master’s degree 
from Columbus State Univer-
sity. He has also spent the past 
decade teaching criminal jus-
tice at Reinhardt University.

LEADERSHIP 
PHILOSOPHY

Cheatham said his lead-
ership style emphasizes ac-
countability, transparency and 
a strong moral foundation.

As Cheatham steps into his 
new role, he remains focused 
on preserving the legacies of 
his predecessors and men-
tors: former Acworth Chiefs 
Michael Wilkie, Wayne Den-
nard and Jesse Evans.

Mayor Tommy Allegood 
said the former chiefs’ men-
toring allowed Cheatham to 
become the leader he is today.

“For as long as I can re-
member, Chief Cheatham has 
been someone that I relied on 
for advice, somebody that I 
trusted implicitly, that would 
help me make decisions that 
would keep our citizens safe,” 
Allegood said.

Outside of his three men-
tors, Cheatham shared he was 
also shaped by lessons learned 
from examples of poor lead-
ership and decision making.

“Everybody’s going to mess 
up,” he said. “But the one thing 
we can’t do is lie about it. We 
have to own our mistakes and 
turn those into teachable mo-
ments.”

To instill these values in 
new officers, Cheatham cre-
ated an orientation program 
covering a variety of topics 
like the history of Acworth 
and policing, finance and the 
importance of community 
engagement.

“The whole purpose is that 
they understand not just their 
expectations, but of what ex-
actly is the role of a police de-
partment,” Cheatham said. 
“... It’s about achieving the 
mission of the city, which is 
to improve the quality of life 
for everyone.”

ACWORTH’S EVOLUTION
Over the past two decades, 

both Acworth and its police 
department have undergone 
significant transformations, 
Cheatham said.

“Before I came here, the po-
lice department itself didn’t 
have that good of a reputa-
tion,” Cheatham said. “I came 
close to leaving shortly af-
ter getting here, because the 
quality of the officers was less 
than desirable.”

But that changed with Wilk-
ie’s leadership, which set the 
agency on a positive trajec-
tory, Cheatham said.

Today, the department boasts 
about 50 officers, five detec-
tives, a special operations di-
vision, a crime analyst and 
a dedicated victim advocate 
who assists victims with coun-
seling, financial and housing 
resources.

After Acworth closed its 
jail in 2022, the department 
also hired public safety liai-
sons, trained and certified 
civilians, to handle inmate 
transport.

“It keeps our offices on the 
street, rather than stuck in traf-
fic trying to go down to Mari-
etta or Smyrna,” Cheatham 
said. “It just allows our pres-
ence to remain in the city as 
much as possible.”

Cheatham highlighted the 

department’s commitment to 
using technology to enhance 
public safety.

The real-time crime center, 
made possible with a $930,000 
federal technology grant, inte-
grates Department of Transpor-
tation, city-owned and private 
security cameras with Fusus 
technology to provide police 
access to live video feeds. This 
system, along with license 
plate-reading cameras, has 
already aided numerous in-
vestigations, Cheatham said.

He describes the technol-
ogy as the “merging of all in-
formation.”

Private businesses inter-
ested in partnering with the 
department are given a Fu-
sus CORE device, which plugs 
into their video system and 
allows the police to have ac-
cess to the video feed in case 
of an incident, said Cheatham.

“We don’t have somebody 
watching private businesses 
at all times. We don’t have 
the time or resources or de-
sire to do that,” Cheatham 
said. “But when an incident 
happens … officers get there 
rather quickly.”

“Big brother is not watch-
ing,” he added.

Cheatham said the technol-
ogy could eventually be used 
in collaboration with the Cobb 
County School District, but as 
of right now, is not.

“There was a Cobb school 
board member in this office 
not too long ago who we were 
educating on what Fusus is,” 
Cheatham said. “There’s a 
privacy concern, which I get, 
but Fusus also has the abil-
ity that if a school goes into 
lockdown, when they hit that 
button, then we would be able 
to have access.”

CHALLENGES AND 
PRIORITIES

One of the department’s top 
challenges, Cheatham said, is 
hiring qualified officers.

Hiring for any government 
departments has its ebbs and 
flows, all of which ebb and flow 
with the economy, he said.

“If the economy is great, we 
don’t tend to see a lot of ap-
plicants seeking government 
jobs, but when the econo-
my tends to go south, we do 
see an influx of applicants,” 

Cheatham said.
Recent changes to police 

academy requirements, which 
doubled training hours from 
408 to 810, have also length-
ened the time it takes to on-
board new recruits.

While Cheatham said the 
upped requirements were 
needed, the onboarding process 
could now take up to a year.

“But we won’t lower the 
standards of the agency just 
to get a warm body,” Cheath-
am said. “... We look at this as 
an honor to be able to serve 
the citizens.”

Looking ahead, Cheath-
am’s priorities include offi-
cer safety, preparing for the 
city’s growth and expanding 
community outreach.

“It’s our responsibility to 
extend the olive branch ... 
and to build those relation-
ships with the community,” 
Cheatham said. “We are only 
successful based solely on 
the support of our citizens.”

With future mixed-use de-
velopments expected to bring 
more residents and business-
es to Acworth, Cheatham is 
focused on ensuring the de-
partment is ready to meet 
future demands.

The Logan, a $350 million 
mixed-use development at 
I-75 and Allatoona Gateway, 
is expected to consist of retail, 
restaurants, offices, medical 
facilities, a hotel, townhomes 
and apartments.

“We have to be prepared 
at all levels to ensure that 
we can handle that many 
more apartments coming, 
that many more residents and 
more issues that will come 
from that,” Cheatham said.

Other future plans include 
securing a dedicated firing 
range to better train officers. 
Currently, no department oth-

er than Cobb County has its 
own range, causing Acworth 
to rely on outside agencies 
like Paulding County.

“Along with other depart-
ments in Cobb County, we’re 
in desperate need of firing 
ranges,” Cheatham said. “It’s 
getting harder and harder 
to find time to go out on the 
range.”

In May, several officers will 
travel to Washington, D.C. 
for National Police Week to 
honor Acworth Officer Leon-
ard Byrd “Pete” Rainey, who 
was killed in the line of duty 
over 70 years ago.

COMMUNITY POLICING
Cheatham believes the key 

to effective policing lies in 
community relationships.

“Every year, we’re going to 
have hundreds of thousands 
of interactions. We’re go-
ing to arrest a lot of people. 
We’re going to write a lot of 
citations, write a lot of warn-
ings,” Cheatham said. “... In 
2024, we only had, I believe, 
12 (complaints).”

He believes programs like 
the Citizens Police Academy 

exemplify this approach. Cel-
ebrating its 25th year, the 12-
week program gives residents 
a hands-on look at law en-
forcement through activities 
like mock crime scenes, K-9 
demonstrations and firearm 
simulations, said Cheatham.

“We’ll put you on our fire-
arms simulator, so you have 
to make a judgment call as 
to if you’re supposed to use 
force against somebody or 
not,” Cheatham said. “It puts 
people in the shoes of a po-
lice officer.”

The department’s efforts 
have earned statewide and 
national recognition, includ-
ing awards from the Special 
Olympics, Georgia Associa-
tion of Chiefs of Police and 
the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation.

Cheatham said the most 
important statistic the de-
partment has to measure 
its success is one it cannot 
track — the lack of criminal 
activity.

“It’s how much crime did 
not happen because of our 
involvement with the com-
munity,” Cheatham said.

INTENT TO OPT OUT OF HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION 

The City of Smyrna Mayor and Council intends to opt out of the statewide 
adjusted base year ad valorem homestead exemption for The City of 
Smyrna. 

All concerned citizens are invited to the public hearing on this matter 
to be held at 2800 King Street SE, Smyrna, Georgia, Smyrna City Hall 
Council Chambers on February 3, 2025, at 7:00 PM.

Times and places of additional public hearings on this matter are 
at 2800 King Street SE, Smyrna, Georgia, Smyrna City Hall Council 
Chambers on February 13, 2025, at 6:00 PM, and February 17, 2025, 
at 7:00 PM.

The City of Smyrna’s floating homestead exemption provides a greater 
benefit to the taxpayer than the new statewide adjusted base year ad 
valorem homestead exemption.

 NOTICE OF INTENT TO OPT OUT OF 
HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION 

The City of Kennesaw Mayor & Council intends to opt out of the statewide 
adjusted base year ad valorem homestead exemption for the City of Kennesaw.  

All concerned citizens are invited to the public hearing on this matter to be held 
at Kennesaw City Hall Council Chambers located at 2529 J.O. Stephenson 
Avenue, Kennesaw, Georgia on Monday, January 27, 2025 at 6:00 PM.

Times and places of additional public hearings on this matter are at Kennesaw City 
Hall Council Chambers located at 2529 J.O. Stephenson Avenue, Kennesaw, 
Georgia on Monday, February 3, 2025 at 10:30 AM and 6:30 PM.

homestead exemption.

CHIEF
From A1

Isabelle Manders

Chief Mark Cheatham stands outside of the Acworth Police 
Department on Jan. 21.

Page 42 of 140



 

PRESS RELEASE ANNOUNCING   

NOTICE OF INTENT TO OPT OUT OF HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION  

 

The City of Kennesaw today announces its intention to opt out of the statewide adjusted 
base year ad valorem homestead exemption for the City of Kennesaw. 

All concerned citizens are invited to the public hearings on this matter to be held at the City 
of Kennesaw Council Chambers located at 2529 J.O. Stephenson Avenue, Kennesaw, 
Georgia on January 27, 2025 at 6:00 PM and February 3, 2025 at 10:30 AM and 6:30 PM. 
 
The City of Kennesaw’s floating homestead exemption provides a greater benefit to the 
taxpayer than the new statewide adjusted base year ad valorem homestead exemption. 
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 Item Report  

11.A. 

  
   
TO: The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
    
FROM: Lea Alvarez, City Clerk  
    
DATE: February 3, 2025 
    
TITLE: Minutes: January 13, 2025 Work Session 

Approval of the January 13, 2025, City Council work session minutes. 
     
  
Summary:  
  
Recommendation:  
  
Fiscal Impact:  
  
Attachments:    
1. 2025-01-13 City Council Work Session Draft Minutes 
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MINUTES OF CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION MEETING 
CITY OF KENNESAW 

Council Chambers 
(2529 J.O. Stephenson Avenue, Kennesaw, GA 30144) 

 
Livestream: www.kennesaw-ga.gov/publicmeetings/ 

January 13, 2025 
6:30 PM 

Present Mayor Derek Easterling 
Mayor Pro Tem Pat Ferris 
Councilmember Madelyn Orochena 
Councilmember Tracey Viars 
Councilmember Antonio Jones 
Councilmember Anthony Gutierrez 
City Clerk Lea Alvarez 
City Manager Jeff Drobney 
City Attorney Randall Bentley, Sr. 

  

1. Invocation 
  
2. Pledge of Allegiance 
  
3. Call to Order 
 
Mayor Easterling called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
4. Announcements 
  
5. Presentations 
  
6. Old Business 
  
7. New Business 
  
  A. Resolution: Purchase of Former Kennesaw Public Library Building 

Consideration for approval of a Resolution authorizing the purchase of 
property located at 2250 Lewis Street, Kennesaw, Georgia 30144. 

 
City Manager Jeff Drobney presented a resolution authorizing the purchase of property 
located at 2250 Lewis Street. Dr. Drobney reminded the Council that the initial offer for 
the former Kennesaw Public Library was $550,000, but he was able to work with the 
County and settle at a price of $470,000.   
 
Mayor Pro Tem Ferris asked how the purchase would be funded. Dr. Drobney stated 
through the General Fund.  
 
After receiving confirmation from the Council, Mayor Easterling suggested moving the 

DRAFT
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item to the Consent Agenda for the regular meeting. 
  B. Resolution: Engineering Services 

Consideration for approval of a Resolution authorizing the professional 
services agreement with Patterson & Dewar Engineering for on-call 
engineering and related services. 

 
Assistant City Manager Marty Hughes presented a resolution authorizing the 
professional services agreement with Patterson & Dewar Engineering for on-call 
engineering and related services. Mr. Hughes stated that sealed Statements of 
Qualifications for on-call engineering services were opened to select a qualified 
engineering firm to provide professional servces to assist the City of Kennesaw with 
specific tasks related to capital improvement projects and other engineering efforts.  A 
selection committee evaluated all responses received and assessed each submittal 
based on four criteria: Company Overview, Project Management/Team, References 
and Relationships, and Financial Stability/Litigation Record. The top four candidates 
were called in for an in-person interview and could earn up to 20 additional points. Mr. 
Hughes shared that the highest score went to Patterson & Dewar Engineers. The 
contract was reviewed by Legal.  
 
Councilmember Jones asked if Croy Engineering was being replaced. Mr. Hughes 
responded that he was correct.  
 
Mayor Pro Tem Ferris pointed out that the City reappoints its Engineer on an annual 
basis, so if there are any issues, the City can start the process over next year. 
 
After receiving confirmation from the Council, Mayor Easterling suggested moving the 
item to the Consent Agenda for the regular meeting. 
  C. Resolution: Statewide Mutual Aid Agreement 

Consideration for approval of a Resolution authorizing city representatives to 
coordinate county and statewide aid for natural and man-made disasters. 

 
Mr. Hughes presented a resolution authorizing city representatives to coordinate county 
and statewide aid for natural and man-made disasters. The Cobb County Board of 
Commissioners approved this agreement, and as required by the Georgia Emergency 
Management Agency, municipalities must also review and approve this agreement to 
ensure full compliance and preparedness. 
 
 Councilmember Jones asked who would be appointed to coordinate. Mr. Hughes 
responded the City Manager.  
 
After receiving confirmation from the Council, Mayor Easterling suggested moving the 
item to the Consent Agenda for the regular meeting. 
8. Committee and Board Reports 
  
9. Public Hearing(s) 
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  A. Ordinance: Building Fee Amendments 
Consideration for approval of an Ordinance to amend Chapter 18, Section 18-
72 of the Kennesaw Code of Ordinances regarding building fees. 

 
City Clerk Lea Alvarez presented an ordinance to amend § 18-72 of the Kennesaw 
Code of Ordinances regarding building fees. Ms. Alvarez stated the amendments 
included removing the existing fees as codified in the ordinance and adding that all 
associated fees will be set forth in the master fee schedule adopted by the Mayor and 
City Council. The public hearing was advertised in the Marietta Daily Journal on 
January 3, 2025, and January 10, 2025. Further, Legal has reviewed the ordinance. 
  B. Ordinance: Rezoning Request for 2112 & 2114 Old 41 Highway, 1620 

North Roberts Road 
Consideration for approval of an ordinance authorizing a rezoning request 
submitted by Fabric Housing Acquisitions, LLC for the property located at 2112 
& 2114 Old 41 Hwy, and 1620 N. Roberts Rd (20017501190, 20017501210, 
20017500210, 20017400080). Case #RZ2024-04 

 
Zoning Administrator Darryl Simmons presented an ordinance authorizing a rezoning 
request submitted by Fabric Housing Acquisitions, LLC for property located at 2112 & 
2114 Old 41 Highway and 1620 North Roberts Road. Mr. Simmons shared a recap of 
the application, which began in November 2024. The request was to amend the 
previously approved master plan which was approved in 2018 and amended in 2022. 
The current application has went through a number of iterations, and the applicant has 
requested postponement each month since November. Mr. Simmons stated staff 
received a letter from the applicant earlier this afternoon requesting to postpone the 
application until the March cycle of meetings, including the March 5, 2025 Planning 
Commission meeting and the March 17, 2025 City Council regular meeting [See 
Exhibit A].  
 
On behalf of the applicant, Attorney Kevin Moore stated that he has appreciated the 
Council's indulgence and patience. The applicant met with staff a week ago to update 
with ideas and plans in attempt to address concerns they have raised. Mr. Moore 
shared the applicant would have requested the hearing be postponed to February; 
however, there is a scheduling conflict, which required postponement until March. 
10. Consent Agenda 
  
  A. Minutes: January 6, 2025 Regular Meeting 

Approval of January 6, 2025, City Council regular meeting minutes.  
  
11. General and Administrative 
  
  A. Discussion: House Bill (HB) 581 Local Opt-out Floating Homestead 

Exemption 
Continued discussion of HB 581 Statewide Floating Homestead Exemption 
and FLOST. 

 
City Manager Jeff Drobney and Assistant Finance Director Jennifer Gordy gave a 
presentation on the House Bill Local Opt-out Floating Homestead Exemption 
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[See Exhibit C]. Dr. Drobney recommends opting out of House Bill 581 as remaining in 
has no benefit for the Kennesaw tax-payers on their homestead property. The City's 
current floating homestead exemption with a property value "freeze" is more beneficial. 
He discussed that if the Council agrees, staff is under a strict timeline to meet 
requirements handed down by the state.  The City will hold three public hearings: 
January 27, 2025 at 6:00 p.m., February 3, 2025, at 10:30 a.m., and February 3, 2025, 
at 6:30 p.m. during the regular City Council meeting. The opt out resolution must be 
filed with the Secretary of State by March 1, 2025.  
 
The Council directed the City Manager to proceed. 
12. Public Safety 
  
  A. Crime Statistics: December 2024 

Consideration to accept the December 2024 Crime Statistics. 
 
Chief Bill Westenberger presented the December 2024 crime statistics [See Exhibit C]. 
13. Information Technology 
  
14. Public Works and Building Maintenance 
  
15. Recreation and Culture 
  
16. Community Development 
  
  A. Central Business District Project Application: 3059 Cherokee Street 

Consideration to review a CBD project application request for a mixed-use 
development on the parcel located at 3059 Cherokee Street (Parcel 
20012900940). Case#CBD2024-03. 

 
Zoning Administrator Darryl Simmons presented a Central Business District (CBD) 
project application request for a mixed-use development on the parcel located at 3059 
Cherokee Street. The City of Kennesaw approved Phase 1 of the CBD project, which 
included 31 for-sale units with ground floor commercial. During the approval process of 
Phase 1, the applicant was in negotiation with the adjoining property owner. They were 
were successful in securing the property and came back to the City with Phase 2. 
 Phase 2 will be a similar concept as approved in Phase 1, including the same 
architecture and setback.  The application request is for 19 for-sale units. The range of 
the units is from 1,045 square feet to 1,650 square feet. Also, parking will be in the rear 
and to City standards. The Kennesaw Downtown Development Authority met on 
December 13, 2024, reviewed the business plan, and recommended approval. The 
property is within the Cherokee Street Historic District, so the application was heard by 
the Historic Preservation Commission on December 20, 2024. The HPC recommended 
approval with conditions. Mr. Simmons mentioned one thing to note is that within this 
phase, there is a historic building that is contributing to the district. Staff recommends 
that the structure be repurposed for commercial.   
  B. Resolution: Updated Master Fee Schedule 

Consideration for approval of a Resolution to update fees on the Master Fee 
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Schedule, reflecting changes to fees associated with Building Services and 
Planning and Zoning. 

 
City Clerk Lea Alvarez presented a resolution to update fees associated with Building 
Services and Planning and Zoning on the Master Fee Schedule. Ms. Alvarez noted that 
to comply with House Bill 461, Building Services fees must be updated to reflect the 
required recalculations of regulatory fees set forth in the bill.  
 
Because the updates to the Master Fee Schedule are dependent on item 9. A being 
approved, the item will remain where it is on the agenda.  
17. Public Comments 
 
7:00 p.m. Floor Open for Public Comments 
 
No comments. 
 
7:01 p.m. Floor Closed for Public Comments 
18. City Manager's Report 
  
  A. Reports, Discussions, and Updates 
 
Dr. Drobney recognized Public Works, Kennesaw/Acworth 911, and the Kennesaw 
Police Department for their efforts during the inclement weather event on Friday and 
Saturday.  
19. Mayor's Report 
  
  A. Mayor and Council (re)appointments to Boards and Commissions. This item is 

for (re)appointments made by the Mayor to any Board, Committee, Authority, 
or Commission requiring an appointment to fill any vacancies, resignations, 
and to create or dissolve boards and commissions, as deemed necessary.  

  
20. Council Reports & Discussions 
 
Councilmember Jones recognized staff for their work during the inclement weather. 
 
Councilmember Gutierrez experienced flight delays due to the weather, but watched 
the fun everyone had in the snow on social media! 
 
Councilmember Orochena thanked staff for all the hard work that goes into keeping 
Kennesaw safe during bad weather. She is also looking forward to the State of the City 
tomorrow. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Ferris shared he drove around on Friday and Saturday during the snow 
and didn't experience any issues. He thanked everyone for their efforts!  
 
Councilmember Viars echoed gratitude to staff and their dedication to the City.  
21. Executive Session  
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Pursuant to the provisions of O.C.G.A 50-14-3, the City Council could, at any time 
during the meeting, vote to close the public meeting and move to executive session 
to discuss matters relating to litigation, legal actions and/or communications from 
the City Attorney; and/or personnel matters; and/or real estate matters. 

Motion by Councilmember Gutierrez to enter into Executive Session as allowed by 
O.C.G.A § 50-14-3 for the purpose of discussing legal. Motion seconded by
Councilmember Viars. Vote taken, motion unanimously approved 5-0. Motion passed.

7:06 p.m. Recess to Executive Session 

The Mayor, City Council, City Manager, City Clerk, Deputy City Clerk, and City Attorney 
attended the Executive Session. 

7:25 p.m. Reconvene to Open Session 

Councilmember Gutierrez read the Council back into Open Session and directed the 
Mayor and City Council to execute an affidavit in compliance with O.C.G.A § 50-14-4. 
Motion seconded by Councilmember Viars. Vote taken, motion unanimously approved 
5-0. Motion passed.
22. Adjourn
Mayor Easterling adjourned the meeting at 7:26 p.m. The regular meeting will be held 
on Tuesday, January 21, 2025, at 6:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers. The public is 
encouraged to attend. 

________________________ 
Lea Alvarez, City Clerk 
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Exhibit A
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House  Bill 581
Statewide Floating Homestead Exemption and FLOST 

• Passed by House and Senate in 2024

• Signed into Law April 18th, 2024

• Referendum passed by voters November 2024

Exhibit B
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Statewide Floating Homestead Exemption​

Establishes a statewide "floating homestead" exemption based on a 
rate of inflation determined by DOR​ (Consumer Price Index)
• Requires approval through referendum in November 2024 (HR 1022); 

Applies to taxable years beginning in 2025​ (approved by voters)
• Exemption allows assessment on homesteaded properties to only rise 

annually at the rate of inflation​
• Property value resets with a sale or adjusts with "substantial property 

change"
• If your local government has an existing homestead exemption the 

taxpayer will receive the exemption that is more beneficial
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How does HB 581 effect the current 
Homestead Float in Kennesaw
• There is no effect to the current homestead float in Kennesaw, Cobb County or the other

cities in Cobb that currently have a floating homestead freeze
• Kennesaw’s homestead float keeps the owner’s primary residence property taxes from

going up as a result of reassessments by increasing the amount of homestead exemption
• The increased exemption only applies to property taxes for the city general fund. It does

not affect taxes for schools or bond indebtedness
• The exemption automatically renews annually as long as the owner continues to occupy

the residence as his or her homestead. It terminates when the property is sold or
otherwise no longer qualifies for homestead exemption

• In Kennesaw each home with a Floating Homestead has an established base year value
which does not change unless some improvement is made to the property.
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Implications (or options) for the 
City of Kennesaw
• Opt-in (we don’t do anything):

• General Fund float will remain the same
• Bond remains the same
• Only Homestead properties will be capped on increases
• Significantly increased administrative burden with no benefit or change - Kennesaw property owners will

continue to receive the more beneficial floating homestead exemption 

• Opt-out:
• General Fund float will remain the same
• Bond remains the same
• Only Homestead properties receive the current float
• Kennesaw property owners will see no change and continue to receive the more beneficial floating

homestead exemption 
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Let’s compare…
Example of Current "Frozen" Homestead 
Exemption

Assumptions:
• Year 1 - Assessed  Value of $100,000
• Year 2 - Assessed Value increased to

$110,000 due to market changes
• Assessed Value increased every three

years due to market changes

• Assuming an inflationary rate of 2%
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Let’s compare…
Example of HB 581 "Adjustable" Floating 
Homestead Exemption 

Assumptions:
• Year 1 - Assessed  Value of $100,000
• Year 2 - Assessed Value increased to

$110,000 due to market changes
• Assessed Value increased every three

years due to market changes
• Assuming an inflationary rate of 2%
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Recommendation 

Staff recommendation is to opt out of HB 581 – staying in has no 
benefit for the Kennesaw tax-payers on their homestead property as 
our current Floating Homestead exemption with a property value 
“freeze” is always more beneficial.DRAFT
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Opt-out Proposed Timeline

• Formal Decision to Opt-out (January)
• Hold three required Public Hearings

• 1st Hearing  –  prior to Council Work Session at 6:00 PM January 27th
• 2nd Hearing – Special Called session at 10:30 AM February 3rd
• 3rd Hearing – Council Meeting at 6:30 PM February 3rd

• Opt-out resolution filed with the Secretary of State by March 1,
2025
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Questions?
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December 2024 Crime 
Statistics

Exhibit C
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 Item Report  

11.B. 

  
   
TO: The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
    
FROM: Lea Alvarez, City Clerk  
    
DATE: February 3, 2025 
    
TITLE: Minutes: January 13, 2025 Executive Session 

Approval of the January 13, 2025, City Council executive session minutes. 
     
  
Summary:  
  
Recommendation:  
  
Fiscal Impact:  
  
Attachments:    
None 
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 Item Report  

11.C. 

  
   
TO: The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
    
FROM: Lea Alvarez, City Clerk  
    
DATE: February 3, 2025 
    
TITLE: Minutes: January 21, 2025 Regular Meeting 

Approval of the January 21, 2025, City Council regular meeting minutes. 
     
  
Summary:  
  
Recommendation:  
  
Fiscal Impact:  
  
Attachments:    
1. 2025-01-21 City Council Draft Minutes 
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MINUTES OF CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
CITY OF KENNESAW 

Council Chambers 
(2529 J.O. Stephenson Avenue, Kennesaw, GA 30144) 

Livestream: www.kennesaw-ga.gov/publicmeetings/ 
January 21, 2025 

6:30 PM 

Present Mayor Derek Easterling 
Mayor Pro Tem Pat Ferris 
Councilmember Madelyn Orochena 
Councilmember Tracey Viars 
Councilmember Antonio Jones 
City Clerk Lea Alvarez 
City Manager Jeff Drobney 
City Attorney Randall Bentley, Sr. 

Absent Councilmember Anthony Gutierrez 

1. Invocation 

City Attorney Randall Bentley, Sr. led the Invocation.  
2. Pledge of Allegiance 

City Resident Andrew Bramlett led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
3. Call to Order 

Mayor Easterling called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
4. Announcements

5. Presentations

6. Public Comment/Business from the Floor
6:30 p.m. Floor Open for Public Comments

No comments.  

6:31 p.m. Floor Closed for Public Comments 
7. Old Business

8. New Business

9. Committee and Board Reports

10. Public Hearing(s)
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A. Ordinance: Building Fee Amendments
Consideration for approval of an Ordinance to amend Chapter 18, Section 18-
72 of the Kennesaw Code of Ordinances regarding building fees.

City Clerk Lea Alvarez presented an ordinance to amend § 18-72 of the Kennesaw 
Code of Ordinances regarding building fees. Ms. Alvarez stated the amendments 
included removing the existing fees as codified in the ordinance and adding that all 
associated fees will be set forth in the master fee schedule adopted by the Mayor and 
City Council. The public hearing was advertised in the Marietta Daily Journal on 
January 3, 2025, and January 10, 2025. Further, Legal has reviewed the ordinance. 

Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Ferris to approve Ordinance No. 2025-01 amending 
Chapter 18, Section 18-72 of the Kennesaw Code of Ordinances regarding building 
fees as presented. Seconded by Councilmember Jones. 

6:31 p.m. Floor Open for Public Comments 

No comments. 

6:32 p.m. Floor Closed for Public Comments 

Vote taken, motion approved 4-0 [Councilmember Gutierrez absent]. Motion passed. 
B. Ordinance: Rezoning Request for 2112 & 2114 Old 41 Highway, 1620

North Roberts Road 
Consideration for approval of an ordinance authorizing a rezoning request 
submitted by Fabric Housing Acquisitions, LLC for the property located at 2112 
& 2114 Old 41 Hwy, and 1620 N. Roberts Rd (20017501190, 20017501210, 
20017500210, 20017400080). Case #RZ2024-04 

Zoning Administrator Darryl Simmons presented an ordinance authorizing a rezoning 
request submitted by Fabric Housing Acquisitions, LLC for property located at 2112 & 
2114 Old 41 Highway and 1620 North Roberts Road. Mr. Simmons shared a recap of 
the application, which began in November 2024. The request was to amend the 
previously approved master plan, which was approved in 2018 and amended in 2022. 
The applicant submitted a request to postpone the current hearing to March per a letter 
submitted on January 13, 2025, by Moore, Ingram, Johnson, & Steele. As a result of 
ongoing conversations with staff, there are several issues that the applicant will need 
more time to address. Mr. Simmons said because of the significant changes that might 
occur with the site plan, the request will be brought back to the Planning Commission 
for review.  The application will be postponed to the March 17, 2025 City Council 
regular meeting. 

Motion by Councilmember Viars to postpone the ordinance authorizing a rezoning 
request submitted by Fabric Housing Acquisitions, LLC for the property located at 2112 
& 2114 Old 41 Highway and 1620 North Roberts Road to the March 17, 2025 City 
Council regular meeting at 6:30 p.m. as presented. Seconded by Councilmember 
Orochena. 
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6:34 p.m. Floor Open for Public Comments 
 
No comments.  
 
6:35 p.m. Floor Closed for Public Comments 
 
Vote taken, motion approved 4-0 [Councilmember Gutierrez absent]. Motion passed. 
11. Consent Agenda 
  
  A. Minutes: January 6, 2025 Regular Meeting 

Approval of January 6, 2025, City Council regular meeting minutes. 
  
  B. Cemetery Deed: Section III, Plot 35, Lot C 

Authorization for the Mayor to sign a deed for above-mentioned cemetery lot 
purchased by Charles and Martha Kogler 

  
  C. Resolution: Purchase of Former Kennesaw Public Library Building 

Consideration for approval of a Resolution authorizing the purchase of 
property located at 2250 Lewis Street, Kennesaw, Georgia 30144. 

 
Resolution No. 2025-04 
  D. Resolution: Engineering Services 

Consideration for approval of a Resolution authorizing the professional 
services agreement with Patterson & Dewar Engineering for on-call 
engineering and related services. 

 
Resolution No. 2025-05 
  E. Resolution: Statewide Mutual Aid Agreement 

Consideration for approval of a Resolution authorizing city representatives to 
coordinate county and statewide aid for natural and man-made disasters. 

 
Resolution No. 2025-06 
 
Motion by Councilmember Jones to approve the Consent Agenda engross. Seconded 
by Councilmember Viars.  
 
Vote taken, motion approved 4-0. Motion passed. 
12. General and Administrative 
  
13. Public Safety 
  
  A. Crime Statistics: December 2024 

Consideration to accept the December 2024 Crime Statistics. 
 
Chief Bill Westenberger presented the December 2024 crime statistics [See Exhibit A]. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Jones to accept the December 2024 crime statistics as 
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presented. Seconded by Councilmember Orochena. 
 
Vote taken, motion approved 4-0 [Councilmember Gutierrez absent]. Motion passed. 
14. Information Technology 
  
15. Public Works and Building Maintenance 
  
16. Recreation and Culture 
  
17. Community Development 
  
  A. Central Business District Project Application: 3059 Cherokee Street 

Consideration to review a CBD project application request for a mixed-use 
development on the parcel located at 3059 Cherokee Street (Parcel 
20012900940). Case#CBD2024-03. 

 
Zoning Administrator Darryl Simmons presented a Central Business District (CBD) 
project application request for a mixed-use development on the parcel located at 3059 
Cherokee Street. This application has gone through a multi-step process, including 
review and recommendations from the Kennesaw Downtown Development Authority 
(KDDA) and Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) prior to being brought before the 
Mayor and City Council. This application was submitted for 3059 Cherokee Street and 
is the second phase of a previously approved Central Business District application for 
the adjoining property approved in 2024. Phase 2 will add an additional 19 residential 
units and 1,200 square feet of commercial space. For the entire development, there will 
be a total of 50 for-sale units, including townhomes and stacked flats. The previously 
approved setback for Phase 1 will be carried over for Phase 2. The KDDA and the HPC 
approved the concept. The HPC inserted conditions that the applicant must come back 
with their final architectural plans prior to Plan Review and submission of any building 
plans to staff. Staff recommends conceptual approval with all conditions as 
recommended by the KDDA and the HPC. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Ferris is frustrated with mixed-use developments where the residential 
is built first and the commercial sits undeveloped. He asked Mr. Simmons to research 
ways to encourage the completion of the commercial portions of mixed-use 
developments. Mr. Ferris mentioned that for East Park, a stipulation was included about 
no Certificates of Occupancy being issued for the residential portion until they built the 
commercial, but that got changed. Mr. Simmons said that staff could research different 
methods that could be used to ensure the commercial pieces are completed in a timely 
manner.  
 
Councilmember Jones asked about the residential units above the commercial section 
that are listed as for-sale/for-rent. Jason Kisz, owner of Kisz Construction, shared that 
for the residential above the commercial components in Phase 2, there is a minimum of 
about 3 or 4 rentals they believe they can include in the community.  He further 
specified that along the front of the property, there is the possibility for some rental, but 
the majority of the property will be for-sale units.  
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Motion by Councilmember Viars to approve the concept for the Central Business 
District project application request for a mixed-use development on the parcel located 
at 3059 Cherokee Street (Parcel # 20012900940) a presented. Seconded by Mayor Pro 
Tem Ferris. 
 
Vote taken, motion approved 4-0 [Councilmember Gutierrez absent]. Motion passed. 
  B. Resolution: Updated Master Fee Schedule 

Consideration for approval of a Resolution to update fees on the Master Fee 
Schedule, reflecting changes to fees associated with Building Services and 
Planning and Zoning. 

 
City Clerk Lea Alvarez presented a resolution to update fees associated with Building 
Services and Planning and Zoning on the master fee schedule. Ms. Alvarez noted that 
to comply with House Bill 461, Building Services fees must be updated to reflect the 
required recalculations of regulatory fees set forth in the bill.  
 
Motion by Councilmember Jones to approveResolution No. 2025-07 updating fees on 
the master fee schedule as presented. Seconded by Councilmember Viars.  
 
Vote taken, motion approved 4-0 [Councilmember Gutierrez absent]. Motion passed. 
18. Public Comment/Business from the Floor 
 
6:49 p.m. Floor Open for Public Comments 
 
ANDREW BRAMLETT [City Resident]: Mr. Bramlett shared a local history story about 
an train accident that occurred on Moon Station in 1853 [See Exhibit B]. 
 
TIMOTHY HEYING [CITY RESIDENT]: Mr. Heying touched on the comment made by 
Mayor Pro Tem Ferris earlier in the meeting about coming up with a way to ensure 
commercial is built at the same time, if not before, the residential portion of a mixed-use 
development. He stated a lot of people have been complaining online about East Park, 
particularly the large, empty commercial holes in that development. He said doing 
something on the front end to address those concerns will ease a lot of frustrations with 
people regarding mixed-use developments. 
 
6:51 p.m. Floor Closed for Public Comments 
19. City Manager's Report 
  
  A. Reports, Discussions, and Updates 
 
Dr. Drobney did not have anything to report tonight.  
20. Mayor's Report 
  
  A. Mayor and Council (re)appointments to Boards and Commissions. This item is 

for (re)appointments made by the Mayor to any Board, Committee, Authority, 
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or Commission requiring an appointment to fill any vacancies, resignations, 
and to create or dissolve boards and commissions, as deemed necessary.  

21. Council Reports & Discussions
Councilmember Jones wished everyone a happy Martin Luther King, Jr. Day and 
Inauguration Day yesterday. He mentioned looking forward to Trains, Trains, Trains this 
weekend. 

Councilmember Orochena had a great time this past weekend volunteering at the Black 
History Bowl. She is looking forward to the Cities United Summit this weekend as well.  

Mayor Pro Tem Ferris is excited about Trains, Trains, Trains happening this weekend 
at the Southern Museum. He is always impressed by the creativity at this event. He 
also mentioned attending the Book Swap this weekend at the Ben Robertson 
Community Center.  

Councilmember Viars said the Mayor did a wonderful job laying out the plan and vision 
for the City at his State of the City last week. 
22. Executive Session  

Pursuant to the provisions of O.C.G.A 50-14-3, the City Council could, at any time 
during the meeting, vote to close the public meeting and move to executive session 
to discuss matters relating to litigation, legal actions and/or communications from 
the City Attorney; and/or personnel matters; and/or real estate matters. 

23. Adjourn
Mayor Easterling adjourned the meeting at 6:57 p.m. The next work session will be held 
on Monday, January 27, 2025, at 6:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers. The public is 
encouraged to attend. 

________________________ 
Lea Alvarez, City Clerk 
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Moon Station

August 28, 1853  
Georgia Journal and Messenger 

Presented by Andrew J. Bramlett at the January 21, 2025, 
City of Kennesaw Mayor & Council Meeting 

Moon Station Road gets its name from a small railroad stop once near where Jiles Road crosses the 
tracks. It is remembered for its role in the Great Locomotive Chase: at the station, James Andrews got 
tools to destroy the railroad, and William Fuller got a pushcart to chase the General. Very little else is 
known about its history.  One of the few scraps of information to survive comes from 1853, when a 
train exploded on the tracks.  

On August 18, 1853, an engine named “Bobuel” was stopped at the station, pulling a series of freight 
cars. Suddenly, it exploded, killing three individuals in the engine and wounding many others. One 
account said, “fragments of iron weighing seventy and eighty pounds” were thrown “eighty to a 
hundred yards.” The train’s engineer was arrested, and an inquest into the accident. At the inquest, it 
was determined that the engine had too much fuel between Acworth and Moon Station, resulting in 

its overheating. Due to a faulty safety 
valve and negligence from the 
engineer, the resulting buildup of 
pressure was not stopped. Well over a 
century and a half later, it remains one 
of the worst accidents inside the 
modern city limits of Kennesaw.  

Exhibit B
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 Item Report  

11.D. 

  
   
TO: The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
    
FROM: Ricky Stewart, Public Works Director  
    
DATE: February 3, 2025 
    
TITLE: Resolution: Sewer Easement to Cobb County Water  

Consideration for approval of a Resolution authorizing a Sewer Easement Agreement 
with Cobb County Water. 

     
  
Summary: 
Cobb County has requested that the City grant a sewer easement for an existing sewer line on City 
property located at 3080 Moon Station Road.  The existing line enters the property from under the 
CSX rail line and exits the property to the north side.  The requested easement is 20’ in width and 
448’ in length and for the purpose of maintaining the line.  Cobb County has provided the City with an 
easement agreement for the required easement. 
  
Recommendation: 
The Public Works Director recommends approval of the agreement. 
  
Fiscal Impact:  
  
Attachments:    
1. RES 2025 - Cobb County Sewer Easements at 3080 Moon Station Rd 
2. Exhibit A - Sanitary Sewer Easement Form - KPSF 
3. Exhibit B - Sanitary Easement Exhibit-8.5x11 Landscape Esmt Exhibit 
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CITY OF KENNESAW
GEORGIA

RESOLUTION NO. 2025- ___, 2025

RESOLUTION TO GRANT SEWER EASEMENT TO COBB COUNTY WATER

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KENNESAW, COBB 
COUNTY, GEORGIA, AS FOLLOWS:

WHEREAS, Cobb County Water owns an existing sanitary sewer line that lies inside a City 
owned property at 3080 Moon Station Road; and

WHEREAS, Cobb County Water is requesting that the City grant a permanent 20’ wide, 448’ 
long easement for the sanitary sewer line; and 

WHEREAS, Cobb County Water has proposed, for the consideration of $10.00, the easement 
be granted by the City.

BE IT RESOLVED the Kennesaw City Council authorizes the Mayor to execute the easement 
agreement with Cobb County Water as shown as Attachments A and B.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED this Resolution shall become effective from and after its adoption 
and execution by the mayor.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Kennesaw City Council on this  __ day of February, 2025.

ATTEST:                                                       CITY OF KENNESAW

______________________          _________________________
Lea Alvarez, City Clerk                              Derek Easterling, Mayor
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After Recording Return To: 
Cobb County Water System 
660 South Cobb Drive 
Marietta, Georgia   
Attn: Angela Robinson 

(For Recording Purposes) 

 

GRANT OF EASEMENT 
SEWER 

 
State of Georgia 
County of Cobb 
 
PROJECT NAME: ________________________________________ 

PROJECT NO. _______________________ 

 
This Easement Agreement is made and entered into this ______ day of ____________ 20___, by 
and between ______________________ of the aforementioned State and County as party of the 
first part, hereinafter referred to as "Grantor" and Cobb County, a political subdivision of the 
State of Georgia, as party of the second part hereinafter referred to as "Grantee" (the term 
“Grantee” to include respective heirs, beneficiaries, legal representatives, employees, 
contractors, agents, tenants and subtenants, successors and assigns, where the context hereof 
requires or permits): 
 

W I T N E S S E T H 
  
That the Grantor for and in consideration of the sum of Ten Dollars ($10.00) and other good and 
valuable consideration the receipt and sufficiency of which are hereby acknowledged, does 
hereby grant, bargain, sell and convey unto Grantee, a perpetual sewer easement over, upon, 
through, under, and across Grantor’s property being more particularly described as follows: 
 

All that tract or parcel of land lying and being in Land Lot ____, Parcel Number 
______________, of the ______ District, 2nd Section of Cobb County, Georgia, said 
easement being more particularly depicted on the plat attached hereto as Exhibit "A" 
which shows the dimensions of this easement and which is made a part hereof by 
reference. 

 
The sanitary sewer easement conveyed by this instrument ________ in width over, upon, 
through, under or across the subject property described above.  The easement starts at that 
subject property and terminates at that point where the easement conveyed leaves the subject 
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 Rev. 06/21/18 

property. This easement is bounded by Grantor’s property as previously established by the 
dimensions recited hereinabove and totals approximately _______________ (_____) linear feet. 
 
The sanitary sewer easement conveyed herein by Grantor is for the purpose of operating and 
maintaining an existing sanitary sewer line and includes the rights to enter upon Grantor’s 
property to inspect, maintain, replace, or repair the same, as may from time to time be necessary, 
or whenever Grantee deems fit, with all rights, members and appurtenances to said easement and 
right-of-way in anywise appertaining or belonging thereto. 
 
Grantor for both itself and its heirs and assigns understand and agrees in connection with this 
conveyance that any and all construction, digging, grubbing, clearing, filling or other earth 
moving or construction activities within or in the easement area conveyed herein are specifically 
in violation of the rights conveyed herein and are, therefore, prohibited. 
 
Grantor hereby covenants with Grantee that it is lawfully seized and possessed of the real estate 
previously described herein and that it has good and lawful right to convey the easement covered by 
this document, or any part thereof, and that the said easement is free from all encumbrances.  The 
easement herein granted shall bind the heirs and assigns of Grantor and shall inure to the benefit of 
the successors in title of Grantee. 
 
 
Witness my hand and seal, this ____ day of _________________, 20 _____. 
 
 
       GRANTOR: 
        
___________________________________ 
Witness (Signature) 
 
___________________________________ 
Witness (Printed Name) 
 
___________________________________ 
NOTARY PUBLIC 
 
(SEAL) 

 
__________________________________ 
 
 
__________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

Approval _____ 
Date _____ 

Stipulations _____ 
 

 
** Attach an “8 ½ x 11” Plat – Exhibit “A” ** 

Page 77 of 140

racree
Text Box
448



12/10/2024 Lo
ca

tio
n:

 P
:\M

ar
ie

tta
\1

26
0 

K
en

ne
sa

w
\1

26
0.

06
3 

K
en

ne
sa

w
 P

ub
lic

 S
af

et
y 

Fa
ci

lit
y\

En
gi

ne
er

in
g\

D
es

ig
n\

Ex
 S

an
ita

ry
 E

as
em

en
t E

xh
ib

it.
dw

gP
lo

tte
d 

by
: O

LI
V

IA
 O

R
TI

Z 
on

 1
2/

10
/2

02
4 

1:
54

 P
M

Page 78 of 140



 

 Item Report  

11.E. 

  
   
TO: The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
    
FROM: Gina Auld, Finance Director  
    
DATE: February 3, 2025 
    
TITLE: Budget Adjustments: Fiscal Year 2024  

Consideration for approval of budget adjustments for fiscal year ended September 30, 
2024. 

     
  
Summary: 
Authorization for Council to approve Budget Adjustments for Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 2024. 
These budget adjustments are necessary to record year end budget realignments for Annual 
Comprehensive Financial Reporting (ACFR) purposes. 
  
Recommendation: 
The Finance Director recommends approval. 
  
Fiscal Impact:  
  
Attachments:    
1. Budget_Adjustment_Form_9.30.24 
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City of Kennesaw
ADJUSTMENT TO ANNUAL BUDGET

Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 2024

Fund Description Amount

DR CR
General Fund Finance, P&Z, Econ Dev Salaries – 

increased for comp study & being fully 
staffed

46,000

General Fund Interest – Capital Leases 2,500
General Fund Streets – Salaries – decreased not fully 

staffed
48.500

Opioid Fund Opioid Settlement Revenue – new fund 50,000
Opioid Fund Opioid Expenditures – new fund 50,000
Hotel/Motel Hotel/Motel Expenditures – collected 

more revenue than expected so more 
paid out

600

Hotel/Motel Hotel/Motel Revenue - collected more 
revenue than expected

600

Impact Fees Park Improvements – Chalker Park 32,412
Impact Fees Working Capital Reserves 32,412
Impact Fees Machinery & Equipment – Park Security 

Cameras
106,000

Impact Fees Use of Prior Year Reserves 106,000
Cemetery Fund Other Professional Services – Surveying 

Fees 
900

Cemetery Fund Cemetery Fee Revenue 900
SPLOST 2022 Depot Park Improvements 264,657
SPLOST 2022 Neighborhood Improvements 264,657

TOTAL                                                               $503,069    $503,069      
    

JUSTIFICATION AND BACKGROUND: 

Fiscal Year End Realignment for Annual Financial Reporting Purposes.
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 Item Report  

12.A. 

  
   
TO: The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
    
FROM: LaMaya Edmonds, Business License Manager  
    
DATE: February 3, 2025 
    
TITLE: Alcohol License: Keke's Breakfast Cafe  

Consideration for approval of an Alcohol License for Beer, Wine, and Sunday Sales for 
Kennesaw Walk Keke's LLC d/b/a Keke's Breakfast Cafe located at 2090 Baker Rd., 
Suite 201, Kennesaw, GA 30144. 

     
  
Summary: 
The applicant has completed the required alcohol workshop per Sec. 6-69. Signs have been posted, 
and it has been properly advertised per Sec. 6-36. The current application and background check are 
on file. Sec. 6-42 refers to all locations within 300 feet of a private residence. This location is within 
300 feet of a private residence.  Sec. 6-42 states the Mayor and Council may waive the distance 
requirement if the quite enjoyment of the premises by the residents thereof shall not be adversely 
affected and the granting of such license shall not have any adverse effect on the private residence. 
  
Recommendation: 
The Finance Director recommends approval. 
  
Fiscal Impact: 
100-0000-32-1900 Application Fee $350.00 
  
Attachments:    
1. KEKE'S ALCOHOL LICENSE APPLICATION 2025 _ REDACTED 
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Ms. LaMaya Edmunds 
Business License Manager 
City of Kennesaw 
3080 Moon Station Rd 
Kennesaw, GA 30144 

RE: City of Kennesaw Alcoholic Beverage License Application of Kennesaw Walk 
Keke's LLC d/b/a Keke's Breakfast Cafe - 2090 Baker Road, Suite 201, Kennesaw, 
GA 30144 

Dear Ms. Edmonds, 

We are pleased to submit this letter to formally appoint Mr. Jeffrey Hillwig as the Local 
Alcohol Agent for Keke's Breakfast Cafe located at 2090 Baker Road, Suite 201, Kennesaw, GA 
30144.   

Please do not hesitate to contact us should you have any questions or require any 
additional information or documentation regarding this matter.  

Sincerely, 

Jordan Swan 
Managing Member 

December 2, 2024

Jordan Swan
(407) 461-0327

Email: jordan swan@kekes com
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 Item Report  

15.A. 

  
   
TO: The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
    
FROM: Ricky Stewart, Public Works Director  
    
DATE: February 3, 2025 
    
TITLE: Resolution: Dedication of Grenadine Circle in Villas at Hickory Grove 

Consideration for approval of a Resolution accepting the dedication of Grenadine Circle 
to the City of Kennesaw. 

     
  
Summary: 
The Developer of Villas at Hickory Grove has requested the dedication of a street to the City of 
Kennesaw. The street to be dedicated is Grenadine Circle, an area of 2.167 acres with 50’ of Right of 
Way;  The construction of the street and the installation of the storm system were inspected by the 
City while the development was being built to insure that all was to City standards and specifications. 
All inspections were passed and approved. The street has since gone through the one-year warranty 
period and re-inspection. Public Works is now satisfied that the street can be accepted. 
  
Recommendation: 
The Public Works Director recommends the acceptance of the street and requests the Mayor and 
Council approve the Resolution for dedication of the street. 
  
Fiscal Impact:  
  
Attachments:    
1. RES 2025 - Villas at Hickory Grove Street Dedication 
2. 8000 - QuitClaim Deed - City of Kennesaw - Turnover Streets - Villas at Hickory Grove - 

08.13.24 
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CITY OF KENNESAW
GEORGIA

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-__, 2025

RESOLUTION TO ACCEPT DEDICATION OF A STREET IN 
VILLAS AT HICKORY GROVE

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KENNESAW, 
COBB COUNTY, GEORGIA, AS FOLLOWS:

WHEREAS, the City has been requested to accept the dedication of a street within 
Villas at Hickory Grove; and

WHEREAS, the street to be dedicated is Grenadine Circle, an area of 2.167 acres with 50’ 
of Right of Way; and 

WHEREAS, the Public Works Department has inspected and approved the construction 
for compliance to City standards and specifications.  

BE IT RESOLVED the Kennesaw City Council authorizes the Mayor to accept the 
dedication of streets as shown in the attached plat and legal description.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED this Resolution shall become effective from and after its 
adoption and execution by the Mayor.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Kennesaw City Council on this        day of February, 
2025.

ATTEST: CITY OF KENNESAW

___________________________            __________________________
Lea Alvarez, City Clerk                              Derek Easterling, Mayor
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 Buckhead Office    Office  404.926.4500 3500 Lenox Road 
                                Fax        404.926.4600 One Alliance Center, 4th 
Floor 
        Web       weissman.law Atlanta, GA 30326 

 

 
    
 
 
 
 

July 23, 2024 
 
Mr. Ricky Stewart 
Public Works Director 
City of Kennesaw 
3080 Moon Station Road 
Kennesaw, GA 30144 
 
VIA EMAIL: rstewart@kennesaw-ga.gov 
 

RE: Acceptance and dedication of Roads to the City of Kennesaw Villas at Hickory 
Grove Subdivision 

 
Dear Mr. Stewart: 
 

Please accept the enclosed draft Warranty Deed conveying the streets in Villas at Hickory 
Grove subdivision to the City of Kennesaw.  Also enclosed is the subdivision plat.  Should this 
deed meet with your approval, we will have the deed executed and recorded.  Should you require 
any changes or revisions to this document, please let me know. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
      Weissman PC 
 

       
 
      Sean R. Kasper 

Attorney Name: Sean R. Kasper 
Direct Dial: (404) 926-4550  
Email: seank@weissman.law 
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LEGAL DESCRIPTION  
Villas at Hickory Grove Subdivision Phase 1& 2 

Road Rights-of-Way 
 

Grenadine Circle 
(Exterior Portion) 

 
All of that tract or parcel of land lying and being in Land Lot 26 of the 20th District, 2nd Section, 
City of Kennesaw, Cobb County, Georgia and being more particularly described as follows: 
 
Beginning at the intersection formed by the northwesterly right-of-way line of Hickory Grove Road 
(variable r/w) with the easterly right-of-way line of Grenadine Circle (50’r/w) and proceed 
S54°34’21”W for a distance of 51.61 feet to a point located on the westerly right-of-way line of 
Grenadine Circle (50’r/w); thence proceed around the exterior right-of-way line of Grenadine 
Circle (50’r/w) the following courses and distances: N21°04’16”W for a distance of 76.48 feet to a 
point; thence 41.31 feet along the arc of a curve to the left, said curve having a radius of 25.00 
feet and being subtended by a chord of N68°24’28”W, 36.77 feet to a point; thence S64°15’20”W 
for a distance of 168.92 feet to a point; thence 143.49 feet along the arc of a curve to the right, 
said curve having a radius of 175.00 feet and being subtended by a chord of S87°44’44”W, 139.51 
feet to a point; thence 22.64 feet along the arc of a curve to the left, said curve having a radius of 
20.00 feet and being subtended by a chord of S78°48’04”W, 21.45 feet to a point; thence 149.83 
feet along the arc of a curve to the right, said curve having a radius of 50.00 feet and being 
subtended by a chord of N47°47’06”W, 99.74 feet to a point; thence 22.64 feet along the arc of a 
curve to the left, said curve having a radius of 20.00 feet and being subtended by a chord of 
N05°37’44”E, 21.45 feet to a point; thence 87.85 feet along the arc of a curve to the right, said 
curve having a radius of 175.00 feet and being subtended by a chord of N12°25’28”W, 86.93 feet 
to a point; thence N01°57’24”E for a distance of 113.03 feet to a point; thence 23.48 along 
the arc of a curve to the right, said curve having a radius of 125.00 feet and being subtended by 
a chord of N07°20’26”E, 23.45 feet to a point; thence N 12°43’28”E for distance of 104.87 
feet to a point; thence 28.65 feet along the arc of a curve to the left, said curve having a radius 
of 75.00 feet and being subtended by a chord of N01°46’57”E, 28.47 feet to a point; thence 
N09°09’34”W for a distance of 167.48 feet to a point; thence 101.90 feet along the arc of a curve 
to the right, said curve having a radius of 125.00 feet and being subtended by a chord of 
N14°11’41”E, 99.10 feet to a point; thence 24.16 feet along the arc of a curve to the left, said 
curve having a radius of 20.00 feet and being subtended by a chord of N02°56’15”E, 22.72 feet 
to a point; thence 143.56 feet along the arc of a curve to the right, said curve having a radius of 
50.00 feet and being subtended by a chord of N66°04’13”E, 99.09 feet to a point; thence 24.95 
feet along the arc of a curve to the left, said curve having a radius of 20.00 feet and being 
subtended by a chord of S51°55’26”E, 23.36 feet to a point; thence S87°39’44”E for a distance 
of 112.90 feet to a point; thence 200.93 feet along the arc of a curve to the right, said curve having 
a radius of 140.00 feet and being subtended by a chord of S46°32’48”E, 184.12 feet to a point; 
thence S05°25’53”E for a distance of 89.84 feet to a point; thence 60.23 feet along the arc of a 
curve to the right, said curve having a radius of 175.00 feet and being subtended by a chord of 
S04°32’45”W, 59.94 feet to a point; thence S14°24’22”W for a distance of 59.93 feet to a point; 
thence 46.44 feet along the arc of a curve to the left, said curve having a radius of 75.00 feet and 
being subtended by a chord of S03°19’57”E, 45.70 feet to a point; thence S21°04’16”E for a 
distance of 170.33 feet to a point; thence N83°53’53”E for a distance of 17.08 feet to a point; 
thence 21°04’16”E for a distance of 102.87 feet to a point; thence S68°55’44”W for a distance of 
16.50 feet to a point; thence S21°04’16”E for a distance of 84.61 feet to the Point of Beginning. 
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Thence leaving said Point of Beginning for the exterior right-of-way of Grenadine Circle and 
proceeding N48°45”00”W for a distance of 157.07 feet to a point located at the intersection of the 
northwesterly interior right-of-way  of Grenadine Circle (50’r/w) and the westerly interior right-of-
way of Grenadine Circle (50’ r/w), said point being the Point of Beginning for the interior right-
of-way of Grenadine Circle. 
 
From the Point of Beginning thus established, proceed along the interior right-of-way line of 
Grenadine Circle the following courses and distances: S64°15’20”W for a distance of 177.10 feet 
to a point;  thence 256.78 feet along the arc of a curve to the right, said curve having a radius of 
125.00 feet and being subtended by a chord of N56°53’38”W, 213.96 feet to a point; thence 
N01°57’24”E for a distance of 113.03 feet to a point; thence 14.10 feet along the arc of a curve to 
the right, said curve having a radius of 75.00 feet and being subtended by a chord of N07°20’26”E, 
14.07 feet to a point; thence N12°43’28”E for a distance of 103.51 feet to a point; thence 49.11 
feet along the arc of a curve to the left, said curve having a radius of 125.28 feet and being 
subtended by a chord of N02°05’15”E, 48.80 feet to a point; thence N09°09’34”W for a distance 
of 167.48 feet to a point; thence 132.86 feet along the arc of a curve to the right, said curve having 
a radius of 75.00 feet and being subtended by a chord of N41°35’21”E, 116.16 feet to a point; 
thence S87°39’44”E for a distance of 118.83  feet to a point; thence 129.17 feet along the arc of 
a curve to the right, said curve having a radius of 90.00 feet and being subtended by a chord of 
S46°32’48”E, 118.36 feet to a point; thence S05°25’53”E for a distance of 89.78 feet to a point; 
thence 42.98 feet along the arc of a curve to the right, said curve having a radius of 125.00 feet 
and being subtended by a chord of S04°33’23”W, 42.77 feet to a point; thence S14°24’22”W for 
a distance of 59.93 feet to a point; thence 77.40 feet along the arc of a curve to the left, said curve 
having a radius of 125.00 feet and being subtended by a chord of S03°19’57”E, 76.17 feet to a 
point; thence S21°04’16”E for a distance of 198.20 feet to a point; thence 37.23 feet along the arc 
of a curve to the right, said curve having a radius of 25.00 feet and being subtended by a chord 
of S21°35’32”W, 33.88 feet to the Point of Beginning. 
 
Said tract or parcel containing ±2.167 acres or ±113,986 square feet. 
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 Item Report  

19.A. 

  
   
TO: The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
    
FROM:   
    
DATE: February 3, 2025 
    
TITLE: Reports, Discussions, and Updates 
     
  
Summary:  
  
Recommendation:  
  
Fiscal Impact:  
  
Attachments:    
None 
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 Item Report  

20.A. 

  
   
TO: The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
    
FROM:   
    
DATE: February 3, 2025 
    
TITLE: Mayor and Council (re)appointments to Boards and Commissions. This item is for 

(re)appointments made by the Mayor to any Board, Committee, Authority, or 
Commission requiring an appointment to fill any vacancies, resignations, and to create 
or dissolve boards and commissions, as deemed necessary.  

     
  
Summary:  
  
Recommendation:  
  
Fiscal Impact:  
  
Attachments:    
None 
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