












Kennesaw ’s F irst Bank

September 10, 1908 Marietta Journal 

Presented by Andrew J. Bramlett at the January 6, 2025,  
City of Kennesaw Mayor & Council Meeting 

The first bank in Kennesaw was established in September 
1908. Simply known as the Bank of Kennesaw, it counted 
some of the town’s most prominent citizens among its 
founders. In fact, several of the founders served as mayor, 
and as such have photos inside the council chambers.  

The arrival of the bank was seen as heralding a new era of 
prosperity for the community. It was also novel to some: 
the Atlanta Semi-Weekly Journal recorded in January 29, 
1909 that J. T. Carrie, at sixty-two years old, had not “done 
any banking business” before he opened his account.  

For the first two years, all was successful. However, in 
early 1910, a scandal emerged when it was revealed the 
bank’s cashier had stolen $10,000 and fled town. This 
eventually led to a manhunt, and, much later, a small siege 
on a Main Street House. The bank closed soon after the 
embezzlement was revealed. Two months later, in March 
1910, a new bank was founded by many of the same 
individuals. This bank, the slightly larger Kennesaw State 
Bank, would remain open until 1952.  
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