
 

 

Chair - Leslie Patton 
Vice Chair - Angelo Brown 

James Auld 
Neil Brunetz 

Travice Obas 
Sheb True 

 
 Kennesaw Sister Cities Commission 

Meeting Agenda 
June 13, 2023  6:00 PM 

City Hall Conference Room 
   

  

1. Call to Order / Roll Call 

2. Approval of the Meeting Minutes 

  A. Approval of May 9, 2023 Special Called Meeting Minutes. 

3. Financial Report 

4. Old Business 

  A. Discuss Membership Requirements in Bylaws. 

5. New Business 

  A. Discuss Reaching Out to New Potential Sister City. 

6. Staff Comment 

7. Adjourn 
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 Item Report  

2.A. 

  
   
TO: The Kennesaw Sister Cities Commission 
    
FROM:   
    
DATE: June 13, 2023 
    
TITLE: Approval of May 9, 2023 Special Called Meeting Minutes. 
     
  
Summary:  
  
Recommendation:  
  
Fiscal Impact:  
  
Attachments:    
1. 05-09-23 KSCC Minutes Special Called - Draft 
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MINUTES OF KENNESAW SISTER CITIES COMMISSION MEETING 
CITY OF KENNESAW 

City Hall Conference Room 
May 9, 2023 

6:00 PM 

 
  

1. Call to Order / Roll Call 
 
Mr. Friedrich called the meeting to order at 6:05pm.  
Members Present: James Auld, Neil Brunetz, Travice Obas and Sheb True 
Members Absent: Leslie Patton, Angelo Brown, and Dana Johnson 
2. Approval of the Meeting Minutes 
  
  A. March 14, 2023 Meeting Minutes 
 
Motion by Mr. True to approve the March 14, 2023 minutes, seconded by Mr. Auld. 
Vote taken, motion passed 4-0-3 (Ms. Patton, Mr. Brown, and Mr. Johnson were 
absent). 
3. Financial Report 
  
4. Old Business 
  
  A. New Meeting Date 
 
In December 2022, the Commission voted to temporarily move their regularly 
scheduled meeting date and location from the fourth Wednesday of the month in the 
Council Chambers to the second Tuesday of the month in the City Hall Training Room. 
This temporary meeting change expired in April 2023. Since then, there have been 
discussions about making this temporary change permanent. This special called 
meeting had to be moved to the City Hall Conference Room due to a conflict in the 
Training Room. Due to the location and atmosphere of the Conference Room, the 
Commission decided to start meeting there from now on instead of the Training Room. 
 
Motion by Mr. Brunetz to move the Kennesaw Sister Cities meeting date and location to 
the second Tuesday of the month in the City Hall Conference Room, seconded by Mr 
True. Vote taken, motion passed 4-0-3 (Ms. Patton, Mr. Brown, and Mr. Johnson were 
absent). 
5. New Business 
  
  A. Discuss Updates to 1 Year Strategic Plan 
 
It was determined that varying cities will have varying needs and priorities for programs 
and projects which will affect budgets and memberships of other local organizations. 
Once conversations are had between the Commission and a potential sister city, the 
Commission decided to hold off on the creation of a short-term strategic plan. 
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6. Staff Comment 
 
Mr. Friedrich announced Mr. Johnson tendered his resignation from the Commission 
due to conflicts with his work schedule. Mr. Johnson had considered resignation in 
December 2022 when his term was up for renewal, but decided to stay due to the 
bylaws which require a member from the Cobb Chamber of Commerce's Economic 
Development team. Mr. Friedrich suggested that the Commission consider amending 
the bylaws to change the membership requirements from the Cobb Chamber to a more 
Kennesaw focused organization such as the Kennesaw Business Association or the 
Kennesaw Downtown Merchants Association. The Commission decided that Mr. 
Friedrich will reach out to Mr. Johnson one more time to see if he can find a 
replacement at the Cobb Chamber before considering amending the membership 
requirements of the bylaws.  
7. Adjourn 
 
Motion by Mr. Auld to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Mr. True. Vote taken, motion 
passed 4-0-3 (Ms. Patton, Mr. Brown, and Mr. Johnson were absent). Meeting 
adjourned at 6:26pm. 
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 Item Report  

4.A. 

  
   
TO: The Kennesaw Sister Cities Commission 
    
FROM:   
    
DATE: June 13, 2023 
    
TITLE: Discuss Membership Requirements in Bylaws. 
     
  
Summary:  
  
Recommendation:  
  
Fiscal Impact:  
  
Attachments:    
1. RES 2021-40 Sister Cities Bylaws 
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 Item Report  

5.A. 

  
   
TO: The Kennesaw Sister Cities Commission 
    
FROM:   
    
DATE: June 13, 2023 
    
TITLE: Discuss Reaching Out to New Potential Sister City. 
     
  
Summary:  
  
Recommendation:  
  
Fiscal Impact:  
  
Attachments:    
1. Response from Siena 
2. List of Potential Sister Cities 
 

Page 11 of 14



COMUNE DI SIENA - AAC4766 - REG_UFFICIALE - 0038314 - Uscita - 11/05/2023 - 12:13

Page 12 of 14



List of Potential Sister Cities 
 

Potential Sister City 
Nomination 

Active Sister City 
Relationships 

Population Relevant Connection(s) 

Montepulciano, Italy  Moulins, France 13,984  KSU’s 1st 
permanent 
international 
school 

Siena, Italy  Avignon, France 

 Concord, North 
Carolina (2016) 

 Weimar, Germany 
(1994) 

 Wetzlar, Germany 
(1987) 

 

53, 901  St. Catherine of 
Siena Catholic 
Church which is 
located in 
Kennesaw City 
limits 

Nassau, Bahamas  Detroit, Michigan 

 Winston-Salem, 
North Carolina 

274,000  None, but the 
contact at the 
Bahamas 
Consulate in 
Atlanta was 
excited at the 
potential 

Varde, Denmark  San Mateo, 
California (1969) 

14,039  Personal 
connection from 
Commissioner 
Jensen 

Seoul, South Korea  23 Sister Cities. 3 
of which are in the 
U.S. (Honolulu, HI; 
San Francisco, CA; 
Washington D.C.) 

9.7 million  KSU International 
Summer School 
Program at 
Soongsil 
University 

Haifa, Israel  22 Sister Cities. 2 
of which are in the 
U.S. (San 
Francisco, CA; Fort 
Lauderdale, FL)  

285,316  KSU Exchange 
Program at the 
University of Haifa 

Quebec City, Canada  Bordeaux, France 

 Calgary, Alberta 

531,902  KSU Summer 
Business & French 
Exchange 
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Programs at the 
University of Laval 

Kothen, Germany  Siemianowice, 
Poland (1993) 

 Wattrelos, France 
(1990) 

25,244  KSU Graduate 
Exchange 
Program at Anhalt 
University 

Nagoya, Japan  Los Angeles, 
California (1959),  

 Mexico City, 
Mexico (1978),  

 Nanjing, China 
(1978) 

 Sydney, Australia 
(1980) 

 Turin, Italy (2005) 

 Reims, France 
(2017) 

2.2 million  KSU Exchange 
Program at 
Chukyo University 

Madrid, Spain  13 Sister Cities. 2 
of which are in the 
U.S. (New York, 
NY; Miami, FL). 

3.2 million  KSU Exchange 
Program at the 
Universidad 
Carlos III de 
Madrid 
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