
MINUTES OF CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
CITY OF KENNESAW 

Council Chambers 
May 15, 2023 

6:30 PM 

Present Mayor Derek Easterling 
Mayor Pro Tem Tracey Viars 
Councilmember Pat Ferris 
Councilmember Antonio Jones 
Councilmember Trey Sinclair 
City Clerk Lea Alvarez 
City Manager Jeff Drobney 
Assistant City Attorney Sam Hensley, Jr.  

  

1. Invocation 
 
City Resident Carlene Fregeolle led the invocation. 
2. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
City Resident Andrew Bramlett led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
3. Call to Order 
 
Mayor Easterling called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
4. Annoucements 
  
  A. This public meeting is being conducted via the use of real-time telephonic 

technology allowing the public simultaneous access to the public meeting. 
You may also attend in person with limited seating available at both the 
Council Chambers and the Ben Robertson Community Center, if needed. 
Mayor and Council will be conducting their meeting via real-time telephonic 
technology using Zoom Meeting and Facebook Live. You can access the 
meeting via the following link: https//www.facebook.com/CityofKennesaw/ 

  
  B. If you are not able to attend a meeting in-person and would like to provide 

public comment on a specific agenda item, you can email 
kennesawcouncil@kennesaw-ga.gov no later than 6:00 PM the night of the 
regular meeting. Your comments on a specific agenda item will be read aloud 
or grouped into categories for the record. Facebook Live is not monitored 
for public comment. 

  
5. Presentations 
  
6. Public Comment/Business from the Floor 
 
[The City Attorney swore-in any witnesses or individuals offering comments on the 
agenda]. 

https://https//www.facebook.com/CityofKennesaw/
mailto:kennesawcouncil@kennesaw-ga.gov


 
6:32 p.m.  Floor Open for Public Comments 
 
JAMES STEWART [City Resident]: Mr. Stewart, a resident and owner of 2975 North 
Main Street, which directly adjoins 2971 North Main Street, asked the Council to deny 
its rezoning application. He shared several areas of concern regarding the property's 
potential rezoning to the Central Business District. Mr. Stewart stated the lot is a 
definitive part of the historic, residential corridor of Main Street between Lewis Street 
and Knightsbridge Road and has a Main Street address. Further, the property at 2971 
North Main Street fits within the aesthetic design and intention of family residency in 
the historic, residential district. Despite some opinions, Mr. Stewart explained the 
house is directly across the street from another residence and not Kennesaw First 
Baptist Church, which is angled away down Main Street. He is concerned about the 
fact that his property shares a driveway with this lot and that historic standards prevent 
any barrier between his home and 2971 North Main Street. As a father of two young 
children, he is worried about the traffic in this driveway should a business start there. 
In Mr. Stewart's opinion, the only distinction between 2971 North Main Street and 
his house is that it has been consistently vacant for a number of years. He is aware of 
two to four parties who have made serious inquiries to buy this house as a residential 
family home. The structure still has value to potential families as owners, but has not 
been listed  as residential. The city has a Historic Preservation Commission in place to 
hold homeowners accountable for the structures, colors, and exterior features of their 
homes to keep them historically appropriate, but businesses will be held by different 
standards as they will need to have parking lots to accommodate customers, signage, 
railings, ADA compliant ramps, etc. Lastly, Mr. Stewart said once this property goes 
commercial, if the city approves it, it will most likely never go back to a residential lot 
again. There is no predicting what kind of business would be going inside that space. 
He asked the Council to deny the rezoning  request and allow the property to remain 
residential. 
 
KIMBERLY WATKINS [City Resident]: Ms. Watkins read a letter submitted to city staff 
regarding North Main Street's residents' opposition to the rezoning application for 2971 
North Main Street (See Exhibit A). 
 
6:43 p.m.  Floor Closed for Public Comments 
7. Old Business 
  
8. New Business 
  
9. Committee and Board Reports 
  
10. Public Hearing(s) 
  
  A. Consideration to approve a land use permit application for the property 

located at 1205 Mountain Springs Drive as submitted by applicant Ann 
Moormann. Case # LU2023-01. 

 



Assistant Zoning Administrator and Planner Albert Trevino presented a land use 
permit application for the property located at 1205 Mountain Springs Drive as 
submitted by applicant Ann Moormann. Ms. Moormann is looking to obtain a home 
occupational business license to make soaps and other bath-related products in her 
home. A list of materials and equipment was submitted as part of the agenda packet. 
Once the products are created, she intends to sell them at local farmers' markets, craft 
fairs, and on social media. She has assured the city that any sales made on social 
media will go directly to a carrier to be delivered. No customers will be allowed to pick 
up products at her house. Ms. Moormann has checked with the Kennesaw Springs 
Community Home Owners' Association President and confirmed that home-based 
businesses are allowed within the neighborhood. The Planning Commission reviewed 
this application and recommended approval with the conditions as outlined by staff. 
 
Councilmember Ferris mentioned at the Planning Commission, Mr. Trevino mentioned 
this permit was only valid for 24 months. Mr. Trevino stated that was correct as the 
timeframe is mandated by our code. Councilmember Ferris would like to see the 24 
months included in the motion.  
 
Motion by Councilmember Jones to approve a land use permit application for the 
property located at 1205 Mountain Springs Drive as submitted by applicant Ann 
Moormann for a period of 24 months in accordance with the Unified Development 
Code with the following conditions: 1) the land use permit is limited to, exclusive to and 
only valid for the current applicant and the life of this particular business and use, and 
it is not transferrable. Any changes would require additional review and approval, and 
2) there shall be no clients, customers or employees at this location. Nor shall there be 
any evidence of a home-based business visible from the public right-of-way. Seconded 
by Councilmember Sinclair. 
 
6:46 p.m.  Floor Open for Public Comments 
   
No comments. 
 
6:47 p.m.  Floor Closed for Public Comments 
   
Vote taken, motion unanimously approved 5-0. Motion passed. 
  B. Approval of an ORDINANCE authorizing a rezoning request of property 

located at 0 Cobb Parkway or parcel number 20013900990 and owned by the 
City of Kennesaw. Case # RZ2023-02(A). 

 
Assistant Zoning Administrator and Planner Albert Trevino provided brief context 
regarding items 10. B through 10. H, which are all rezoning items submitted by the City 
of Kennesaw. All items will be heard and voted on separately. Mr. Trevino stated the 
aforementioned items are considered phase two of the Central Business District (CBD) 
expansion project. The CBD was created in 2002 and laid the groundwork for a brand 
new, comprehensive mixed use zoning district within our downtown core. This district 
allows for a mixture of uses which is appropriate for our city's downtown, but also 



allows for flexibility in design for building placement as well as standards for 
beautification. Phase one of this expansion project occurred in 2003 and 2005 when 
over 130 property owners agreed to sign on to this new zoning district. This year, staff 
mailed invitation letters to 25 property owners to see if they would like to be a part of 
the CBD zoning category. For all properties, there have been no talks about new 
development. Mr. Trevino explained this project is merely a zoning district change from 
the agreed properties' current zoning to our Central Business District. All current uses 
of the properties will remain and anything that is nonconforming to the CBD will also 
be grandfathered within the city's non-conforming ordinance in the Unified 
Development Code. Any new proposals for development must go through the city's 
three-step process: the Kennesaw Downtown Development Authority, the Historic 
Preservation Commission, and ultimately, the City Council. 
 
Assistant Zoning Administrator and Planner Albert Trevino presented an ordinance 
authorizing a rezoning request for property located at 0 Cobb Parkway or parcel 
number 20013900990 and owned by the City of Kennesaw. This city-owned property 
is currently zoned Highway General Business, is located in Adams Park, and is a 
stormwater detention facility. The intention of this rezoning is to make Adams Park a 
contiguous zoning category. At their regularly scheduled meeting, the Planning 
Commission recommended approval of the rezoning request, and staff is 
recommending approval as well. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Ferris to approve ORDINANCE 2023-06, 2023 authorizing a 
rezoning request for property located at 0 Cobb Parkway, as presented. Seconded by 
Councilmember Sinclair. 
 
 
6:51 p.m.  Floor Open for Public Comments 
   
No comments. 
 
 
6:52 p.m.  Floor Closed for Public Comments 
   
Vote taken, motion unanimously approved 5-0. Motion passed. 
  C. Approval of an ORDINANCE authorizing a rezoning request of property 

located at 2681 South Main Street or parcel number 20016700140 and owned 
by Old South Village, LLC c/o Kodiak Ventures. Case # RZ2023-02 (B). 

 
Assistant Zoning Administrator and Planner Albert Trevino presented an ordinance 
authorizing a rezoning request of property located at 2681 South Main Street, or parcel 
number 20016700140, and owned by Old South Village, LLC c/o Kodiak Ventures. Mr. 
Trevino stated this property is currently a mobile home park with 3.5 acres and 25 
manufactured homes. Rezoning to the CBD would allow the property to continue 
operating as a mobile home park. The property owner, Kodiak Ventures, owns all units 
and leases the units to its tenants. The typical lease is one year with varying expiration 

https://library.municode.com/ga/kennesaw/munidocs/munidocs?nodeId=5d0bc3321354d


dates. The property owner shared that in the event there are future changes in the use 
of the property, Kodiak Ventures would work with each tenant and provide adequate 
time for them to relocate. Executing a relocation plan would occur before and during 
the time that they would develop plans and seek out financing for construction. The 
property owner's preferred solution regarding a relocation plan would be to a different 
mobile home park for the tenants to relocate with their trailers. At their regularly 
scheduled meeting, the Planning Commission recommended approval and staff 
recommends approval as well. 
 
Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Viars to approve ORDINANCE NO. 2023-07, 2023 authorizing a 
rezoning request of property located at 2681 South Main Street, as presented. 
Seconded by Councilmember Burnette. 
 
6:53 p.m.  Floor Open for Public Comments 
   
No comments. 
 
6:54 p.m.  Floor Closed for Public Comments 
   
Vote taken, motion unanimously approved 5-0. Motion passed. 
  D. Approval of an ORDINANCE authorizing a rezoning request of property 

located at 2716 South Main Street or parcel number 20013801750 and owned 
by Hugh E. Byrd. Case # RZ2023-02 (C). 

 
Assistant Zoning Administrator and Planner Albert Trevino presented an ordinance 
authorizing a rezoning request for property located at 2716 South Main Street, or 
parcel number 20013801750, and owned by Hugh E. Byrd. Mr. Trevino stated this 
property is currently zoned R-15 and is privately owned by Reverend Byrd. On the 
property is a single-family detached ranch-style home with four-sided brick and two 
accessory structures in the rear. The total acreage of the property is around 1.7 acres 
and it is adjacent to the Enclave, which is an active-adult community. At their regularly 
scheduled meeting,the Planning Commission recommended approval of the request 
and staff recommends approval as well. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Viars to approve an ordinance regarding the rezoning 
request for property located at 2716 South Main Street. Seconded by Councilmember 
Sinclair. 
 
6:55 p.m.  Floor Open for Public Comments 
   
REVEREND HUGH E. BYRD [Property Owner]: Reverend Byrd decided to change his 
decision on opting in to the Central Business District for right now. He saw some 
problems moving forward and asked to withdraw his application. 
 
Mr. Trevino shared that this was the first time staff had heard about a change in 
decision; however, staff was amenable to changing their recommendation to formally 

https://library.municode.com/ga/kennesaw/munidocs/munidocs?nodeId=5d0bc379c0938


withdraw the application at the applicant's choosing. 
 
6:58 p.m.  Floor Closed for Public Comments 
   
Substitute motion by Councilmember Ferris to accept the withdrawal of the rezoning 
request for property located at 2716 South Main Street. Seconded by Councilmember 
Sinclair.  
 
Councilmember Ferris is concerned about the Council being consistent regarding 
motions to accept withdrawals. Ms. Collier requested to withdraw her request (item 10. 
G), and at the work session, staff recommended allowing withdrawal with prejudice. 
Councilmember Ferris stated if we are going to allow Reverend Byrd to withdraw 
without mention of prejudice, he believes Ms. Collier should be given the same 
opportunity. 
 
Mr. Trevino explained the reasoning behind recommending accepting the withdrawal 
with prejudice for the Collier property is so staff can revisit the Future Land Use Map. 
By accepting with prejudice, the 12 months would allow staff to hold public 
engagement meetings and get more community input regarding whether the 
downtown activity center categories are appropriate for these select parcels, especially 
for the second phase of the CBD expansion project. Once staff gets that information, it 
would need to be submitted to the Atlanta Regional Commission and the Department 
of Community Affairs to review and provide recommendations. That process would 
take longer than six months, which is why they recommended it with prejudice. 
 
Councilmember Ferris stated one could make the same argument for Reverend Byrd's 
property. He is looking for consistency. He doesn't think either applicant should be 
penalized for wanting to opt out of the CBD expansion project. He asked that the 
motions did not mention prejudice. 
 
Vote taken, motion unanimously approved 5-0. Motion passed. 
  E. Approval of an ORDINANCE authorizing a rezoning request of property 

located at 2753 Watts Drive or parcel number 20013900590 and owned by 
the City of Kennesaw. Case #RZ2023-02 (D). 

 
Assistant Zoning Administrator and Planner Albert Trevino presented an ordinance 
authorizing a rezoning request for property located at 2753 Watts Drive, or parcel 
number 20013900590, and owned by the City of Kennesaw. Mr. Trevino stated this 
property is currently zoned Office Institutional and is the location of both the Ben 
Robertson Community Center and its parking lot. 2753 Watts Drive, and the detention 
pond, are the last two remaining parcels in Adams Park to create a contiguous CBD 
category. At their regularly scheduled meeting, the Planning Commission 
recommended approval of this rezoning and request, and staff recommends approval 
as well. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Ferris to approve ORDINANCE NO. 2023-08, 2023 authorizing a 
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rezoning request of property located at 2753 Watts Drive, as presented.  Seconded by 
Councilmember Burnette. 
 
7:04 p.m.  Floor Open for Public Comments 
   
No comments. 
 
7:05 p.m.  Floor Closed for Public Comments 
   
Vote taken, motion unanimously approved 5-0. Motion passed. 
  F. Approval of an ORDINANCE authorizing a rezoning request of property 

located at 2754 South Main Street or parcel number 20013801880 and owned 
by Bencivenga Gabriel LivingTrust 7/9/02, Gabriel Bencivenga, LLC. Case 
#RZ2023-02 (E). 

 
Assistant Zoning Administrator and Planner Albert Trevino presented an ordinance 
authorizing a rezoning request for property located at 2754 South Main Street, or 
parcel number 20013801880, and owned by Bencivenga Gabriel Living Trust 7/9/02, 
Gabriel Bencivenga, LLC. Mr. Trevino stated this private property has one commercial 
building that houses two restaurants: Fern Gully, which was established in 2017 and 
Kennesaw Thai, which was established in 2012. Restaurant use is encouraged in the 
CBD, and the property is completely surrounded by the CBD. At their regularly 
scheduled meeting, the Planning Commission recommended approval, and staff 
recommends approval as well. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Sinclair to approve ORDINANCE NO. 2023-09, 2023 authorizing a 
rezoning request for property located at 2754 South Main Street, as presented. 
Seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Viars. 
 
7:05 p.m. Floor Open for Public Comments 
 
No comments. 
 
7:06 p.m. Floor Closed for Public Comments 
 
Vote taken, motion unanimously approved 5-0. Motion passed. 
  G. Approval of an ORDINANCE authorizing a rezoning request of property 

located at 2817 Sardis Street or parcel number 20013800770 and owned by 
the City of Kennesaw. Case #RZ2023-02 (F). 

 
[Councilmember Ferris has a property adjacent to the rezoning request. He is 
abstaining from discussing and voting on item X. G. The Assistant City Attorney 
confirmed Councilmember Ferris could remain in the Council Chambers]. 
 
Assistant Zoning Administrator and Planner Albert Trevino presented an ordinance 
authorizing a rezoning request for property located at 2817 Sardis Street, or parcel 
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number 20013800770, and owned by the City of Kennesaw. Mr. Trevino stated this 
property is currently zoned R-15 and is the last remaining parcel in Depot Park not 
zoned CBD. The intent of this rezoning is to make Depot Park one contiguous zoning 
category. At their regularly scheduled meeting, the Planning Commission recommends 
approval, and staff recommends approval as well. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Jones to approve Ordinance No. 2023-10, 2023 authorizing 
a rezoning request for property located at 2817 Sardis Street, as presented. Seconded 
by Councilmember Sinclair. 
 
7:07 p.m.  Floor Open for Public Comments 
   
No comments. 
 
7:08 p.m.  Floor Closed for Public Comments 
   
Vote taken, motion unanimously approved 4-0-1 (Councilmember Ferris abstained). 
Motion passed. 
  H. Approval of an ORDINANCE authorizing a rezoning request of property 

located at 2971 North Main Street or parcel number 20013900200 and owned 
by David & Kathryn Collier. Case #RZ2023-02 (G). 

 
[Mayor Pro Tem Viars abstained from discussing and voting on item X. H].  
 
Assistant Zoning Administrator and Planner Albert Trevino presented a rezoning 
request for property located at 2971 North Main Street, or parcel number 
20013900200, and owned by David and Kathryn Collier. Mr. Trevino stated this private 
property holds a historic, detached single-family home, which is currently zoned R-15, 
and located within the city's historic district. To the eye, this home is considered as one 
of the bookends to the beautiful historic homes on North Main Street. Historically, the 
home was known as the W.B. Adams' house. When looking at the property to the left, 
there is a multi-tenant, commercial retail establishment. If you are looking at the 
property to the right, there is an occupied, single-family detached home. The 
boundaries of the North Main Street historic district begin at Lewis Street and Dallas 
Street and extend down North Main Street until you reach 3015 North Main Street. Mr. 
Trevino explained that shortly after the public notification process, staff began 
receiving letters and emails in opposition to the rezoning  request. Staff received an 
email from Dane Thomas on April 18, 2023; an email from Cindi Michael on May 2, 
2023;  a signed petition from the residents of North Main Street and supporting 
documentation on why the city should deny the request from Madelyn Orochena on 
May 2, 2023; more signatures from the community provided by Dr. Kimberly Watkins 
on May 3, 2023; and a second letter of opposition from Cindi Michael on May 13, 
2023. All letters and emails are included in the agenda packet. At their regularly 
scheduled meeting, the Planning Commission recommended denial of the application. 
On May 4, 2023, staff received an email from Kathryn Collier requesting to withdraw 
the application. Staff recommends withdrawing with no mention of prejudice as 



discussed earlier. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Ferris to accept the withdrawal of the rezoning request for 
property located at 2971 North Main Street, as presented. Seconded by 
Councilmember Burnette. 
 
7:12 p.m. Floor Open for Public Comments 
 
No comments. 
 
7:13 p.m. Floor Closed for Public Comments 
 
Vote taken, motion unanimously approved 4-0-1 [Mayor Pro Tem Viars abstained]. 
Motion passed. 
  I. Approval of ORDINANCE to amend the Unified Development Code, Appendix 

A, Chapter 5 “Standards for Accessory and Temporary Uses,” Section 
5.03.14 and Section 5.03.18 of said chapter regarding political campaign 
signage as submitted by the City of Kennesaw. Case #MISC2023-02. 

 
Zoning Administrator Darryl Simmons presented an ordinance to amend the Unified 
Development Code, Appendix A, Chapter 5, "Standards for Accessory and Temporary 
Uses," Section 5.03.14 and Section 5.03.18 of said chapter regarding political 
campaign signage.The intent of this amendment is to bring the city's adopted sign 
ordinance into alignment with the State of Georgia's O.C.G.A 16-7-58(a)(2).The code 
section states, in part, "... no municipal, county, or consolidated government may 
restrict by regulation or other means the length of time a political campaign sign may 
be displayed or the number of signs which may be displayed on private property for 
which permission has been granted." Under this code, the city may not restrict political 
signs on private property. In addition, the language goes in to greater detail and 
provides clearer language regarding general sign location. At their regularly scheduled 
meeting, the Planning Commission recommended approval, and staff recommends 
approval as well. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Ferris to approve ORDINANCE NO. 2023-11, 2023 to amend the 
Unified Development Code, Appendix A, Chapter 5, "Standards for Accessory and 
Temporary Uses," Section 5.03.14 and Section 5.03.18 of said chapter regarding 
political campaign signage, as presented. Seconded by Councilmember Sinclair. 
 
7:15 p.m. Floor Open for Public Comments 
 
No comments. 
  
7:16 p.m. Floor Closed for Public Comments 
 
  
Councilmember Ferris shared he started this discussion surrounding political signs; 
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however, he praised the Bentley Firm for expanding the language to cover other signs 
such as those posted on utility poles. 
 
Vote taken, motion unanimously approved 5-0. Motion passed. 
11. Consent Agenda 
 
Motion by Councilmember Viars to approve the Consent Agenda engross. Seconded 
by Councilmember Sinclair. 
 
Vote taken, motion unanimously approved 5-0. Motion passed. 
  A. Approval of the April 24, 2023 City Council work session minutes.  
  
  B. Approval of the May 1, 2023 City Council regular meeting minutes. 
  
  C. Approval of RESOLUTION authorizing the use of Parks and Recreation 

impact fee funds in the amount of $89,825 for the design of New Chalker 
Park.  

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2023-17, 2023 
  D. Approval of RESOLUTION providing a Power Distribution Easement 

Agreement with Georgia Power. 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 2023-18, 2023 
  E. Approval of RESOLUTION authorizing the purchase of six crosswalk sign 

assemblies. 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 2023-19, 2023 
  
12. General and Administrative 
  
13. Public Safety 
  
  A. Receipt of April 2023 Crime Statistics. 
 
Police Captain Kevin Mitchell presented the April 2023 crime statistics. 
 
Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Viars to receive the April 2023 crime statistics, as 
presented. Seconded by Councilmember Burnette. 
 
Vote taken, motion unanimously approved 5-0. Motion passed. 
14. Information Technology 
  
15. Public Works 
  
  A. Approval of RESOLUTION re-authorizing the condemnation of Parcel 15 – 

Cherokee Street Improvement Project, located at 3195 Travelers Trail, 
Kennesaw, Georgia, 30144, as required for the Special Purpose Local Option 
Sales Tax (SPLOST) Cherokee Street Project. 
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Public Works Director Ricky Stewart presented a resolution re-authorizing the 
condemnation of Project Parcel 15, which is a part of the Cherokee Street 
Improvement Project, located at 3195 Travelers Trail. Mr. Stewart stated the Council 
has heard and acted on this condemnation previously, but because of the time frame 
between the last approval and now, Legal has advised the Council to reauthorize and 
restate the condemnation of this property. 
 
Mayor Easterling said there are five items, 15. A-D, which are reauthorizations. Item 
15. E is a new condemnation. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Jones to approve RESOLUTION NO. 2023-20, 2023 re-authorizing 
the condemnation of Project Parcel 15, which is a part of the Cherokee Street 
Improvement Project, located at 3195 Travelers Trail, as presented. Seconded by 
Councilmember Sinclair. 
 
Vote taken, motion unanimously approved 5-0. Motion passed. 
  B. Approval of RESOLUTION re-authorizing the condemnation of Parcel 25 – 

Cherokee Street Improvement Project, located at 3248 Cherokee Street, 
Kennesaw, Georgia, 30144, as required for the Special Purpose Local Option 
Sales Tax (SPLOST) Cherokee Street Project. 

 
Public Works Director Ricky Stewart presented a resolution re-authorizing the 
condemnation of Project Parcel 55, which is a part of the Cherokee Street 
Improvement Project, located at 3248 Cherokee Street. Mr.Stewart stated the Council 
has heard and acted on this condemnation previously, but because of the time frame 
between the last approval and now, Legal has advised the Council to reauthorize and 
restate the condemnation of this property.  
 
Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Viars to approve RESOLUTION NO. 2023-21, 2023 re-authorizing 
the condemnation of Project Parcel 25, which is a part of the Cherokee Street 
Improvement Project, located at 3248 Cherokee Street, as presented. Seconded by 
Councilmember Sinclair. 
 
Vote taken, motion unanimously approved 5-0. Motion passed. 
  C. Approval of RESOLUTION re-authorizing the condemnation of Parcel 55 – 

Cherokee Street Improvement Project, located at 3461 Cherokee Street, 
Kennesaw, Georgia, 30144, as required for the Special Purpose Local Option 
Sales Tax (SPLOST) Cherokee Street Project. 

 
Public Works Director Ricky Stewart presented a resolution re-authorizing the 
condemnation of Project Parcel 55, which is a part of the Cherokee Street 
Improvement Project, located at 3461 Cherokee Street. Mr.Stewart stated the Council 
has heard and acted on this condemnation previously, but because of the time frame 
between the last approval and now, Legal has advised the Council to reauthorize and 
restate the condemnation of this property.  
 
Motion by Councilmember Jones to approve RESOLUTION NO. 2023-22, 2023 re-authorizing 
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the condemnation of Project Parcel 55, which is a part of the Cherokee Street 
Improvement Project, located at 3461 Cherokee Street, as presented. Seconded by 
Mayor Pro Tem Viars. 
 
Vote taken, motion unanimously approved 5-0. Motion passed. 
  D. Approval of RESOLUTION re-authorizing the condemnation of Parcel 59 – 

Cherokee Street Improvement Project, located at 3481 Cherokee Street, 
Kennesaw, Georgia, 30144, as required for the Special Purpose Local Option 
Sales Tax (SPLOST) Cherokee Street Project. 

 
Public Works Director Ricky Stewart presented a resolution re-authorizing the 
condemnation of Project Parcel 59, which is a part of the Cherokee Street 
Improvement Project, located at 3481 Cherokee Street. Mr. Stewart stated the Council has 
heard and acted on this condemnation previously, but because of the time frame between the last 
approval and now, Legal has advised the Council to reauthorize and restate the condemnation of 
this property.  
 
Motion by Councilmember Ferris to approve RESOLUTION NO. 2023-23, 2023 re-authorizing 
the condemnation of Project Parcel 59, which is a part of the Cherokee Street 
Improvement Project, located at 3481 Cherokee Street, as presented. Seconded by 
Mayor Pro Tem Viars. 
 
Vote taken, motion unanimously approved 5-0. Motion passed. 
  E. Approval of RESOLUTION authorizing the condemnation of Parcel 35 – 

Cherokee Street Improvement Project, located at 3326 Cherokee Street, 
Kennesaw, Georgia, 30144, as required for the Special Purpose Local Option 
Sales Tax (SPLOST) Cherokee Street Project. 

 
[Councilmember Jones abstained from discussion and voting on item 15. E]. 
 
Public Works Director Ricky Stewart presented a resolution authorizing the 
condemnation of Project Parcel 35, which is a part of the Cherokee Street 
Improvement Project, located at 3326 Cherokee Street. The city has been negotiating 
the acquisition of needed right of way and temporary easements; however, 
negotiations have been unsuccessful, and staff is requesting the Council allow them to 
move to condemnation. 
 
Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Viars to approve RESOLUTION NO. 2023-24, 2023 re-authorizing 
the condemnation of Project Parcel 35, which is a part of the Cherokee Street 
Improvement Project, located at 3326 Cherokee Street, as presented. Seconded by 
Councilmember Burnette. 
 
Vote taken, motion unanimously approved 4-0-1 [Councilmember Jones abstained]. 
Motion passed. 
16. Recreation and Culture 
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17. Community Development 
  
18. Public Comment/Business from the Floor 
 
7:28 p.m. Floor Open for Public Comments 
 
ANDREW BRAMLETT [City Resident]: Mr. Bramlett spoke about a bank robbery that 
occurred at the Kennesaw State Bank in 1921 (See Exhibit B). 
 
7:29 p.m. Floor Closed for Public Comments 
19. City Manager's Report 
  
  A. Reports, Discussions, and Updates 
 
City Manager Jeff Drobney praised the Parks and Recreation Department for a job 
well done for the first race of the Kennesaw Grand Prix. It was the largest attended 
race since before COVID.  
20. Mayor's Report 
  
  A. Accept the resignation of Dana Johnson from the Kennesaw Sister Cities 

Commission.  
 
Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Viars to accept the resignation of Dana Johnson from the 
Kennesaw Sister Cities Commission. Seconded by Councilmember Sinclair. 
 
Vote taken, motion unanimously approved 5-0. Motion passed. 
21. Council Comments 
 
Councilmember Jones had nothing new to add. 
 
Councilmember Ferris felt he had spoken enough for one night. 
 
Councilmember Burnette shared she had a beautiful Mother's Day weekend at Swift 
Cantrell Park with her family. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Viars echoed Dr. Drobney praises to Parks and Recreation for a job 
well done with the Grand Prix Series. 
 
Councilmember Sinclair wished everyone a belated happy Mother's Day.  
22
. 

Executive Session  

  Pursuant to the provisions of O.C.G.A 50-14-3, the City Council could, at any time 
during the meeting, vote to close the public meeting and move to executive session 
to discuss matters relating to litigation, legal actions and/or communications from 
the City Attorney; and/or personnel matters; and/or real estate matters. 

  
23. Adjourn 
 



Mayor Easterling adjourned the meeting at 7:30 p.m. The next regular meeting will be 
held on Monday, June 5, 2023 at 6:30 P.M. in the Council Chambers. The public is 
encouraged to attend or view via Facebook Live. 

 
________________________ 
Lea Alvarez, City Clerk 
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Zoning Dashboard: North Main Street Parcels Currently Zoned R-15 & R-20 



2022 Kennesaw Comprehensive Plan - pg 49 - Downtown Kennesaw  









2022 Kennesaw Comp Plan - pg 43 - North Main Street District Historic Structures 



2022 Kennesaw Comprehensive Plan - pg 44 - Protecting Our Cultural Resources 



2022 Kennesaw Comprehensive Plan - pg 120 - Areas Policy Matrix  



2015 LCI - pg 20 - DowntownActivity Center and Central Business District 



2015 LCI - pg 22 - Future Land Use - DAC 



2015 LCI - pg 23 - Map Identifying the Downtown Activity Center Parcels 



2015 LCI - pg 24 - Historic District Overlay and Central Business District  



2015 LCI - pg 25 - Map of CBD - All North Main Street parcels are outside district 



2015 LCI - pg 26 - Character Areas - Historic CBD & In-Town Living 



2015 LCI - pg 27 -  Map of Historic CBD 



2015 LCI - pg 28 - Historic CBD con’t & North Main Street Historic District 



2015 LCI - pg 29 - Historic Districts of Kennesaw - Excluding Half of North Main Street District 



2015 LCI - pg 60 - Recommendations for future Main Street Infill 



August 30, 1921 Cobb County Times 

Bank Robbery

A little over a century ago, 
Kennesaw was the site of a bank 
robbery. The incident took place at 
the Kennesaw State Bank, a local 
institution dating back to 1910. It 
was located on Main Street next to 
the old Whistle Stop Café.  

On August 27, 1921, at around 
1:30 AM thieves broke into the 
building through a rear window, 
and blew up a bank vault.  They 
stole several safety deposit boxes 
and World War I bonds. On 
hearing a noise from Main Street 
they left though the back door. The 
robbers had not been able to reach 
the main safe where several 
thousand dollars were held. 

A nearby neighbor, Dr. John W. 
Ellis, had heard the explosion and 
went towards Cherokee Street to 
find the railroad telegraph 
operator. It was their entering 
through the front door that caused 
the thieves to flee. Sadly it is not 
recorded if the bank robbers were 
ever caught. 

Presented by Andrew J. Bramlett 
at the May 15, 2023,  
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