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1. Invocation 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Call to Order 

4. Announcements 

  A. If you are not able to attend a meeting in-person and would like to provide 
public comment on a specific agenda item, you can email 
kennesawcouncil@kennesaw-ga.gov no later than 6:00 PM the night of the 
regular meeting. Your comments on a specific agenda item will be read aloud 
or grouped into categories for the record. Facebook Live is not monitored 
for public comment. 

5. Presentations 

6. Public Comment/Business from the Floor 

7. Old Business 

8. New Business 

9. Committee and Board Reports 

10. Public Hearing(s) 

  A. Third and Final Public Hearing: Maintenance and Operation (M&O) 
Millage Rate 
Consideration for approval of a Resolution to adopt the proposed Maintenance 
and Operation (M&O) Millage Rate 
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  B. Third and Final Public Hearing: Bond Millage Rate 
Consideration for approval of a Resolution to adopt the proposed Bond Millage 
Rate 

11. Consent Agenda 

  A. Minutes: July 8, 2024 Work Session 
Approval of the July 8, 2024, City Council work session minutes 

  B. Minutes: July 8, 2024 Special Called City Council FY 25 Budget Work 
Session 
Approval of the July 8, 2024, special called FY 25 budget work session. 

  C. Minutes: July 15, 2024 Regular Meeting 
Approval of the July 15, 2024, City Council regular meeting minutes. 

  D. Minutes: July 15, 2024 Executive Session 
Approval of the July 15, 2024, City Council executive session minutes.  

12. General and Administrative 

  A. Resolution: New Bank Account for the National Opioid Settlement Funds 
Consideration for approval of a Resolution authorizing the opening of a new 
bank account for the National Opioid Settlement funds. 

  B. Bail Bond License: Empire Surety Group 
Consideration for approval of a Bail Bond license for Empire Surety Group, Inc. 
d/b/a A 24 Hour Bail Bonding located at 2248 Austell Road SW Marietta, GA 
30008. Applicant: Robert Corley. 

13. Public Safety 

  A. Crime Statistics: June 2024 

14. Information Technology 

15. Public Works and Building Maintenance 

  A. DISCUSSION: Update on City Hall Front Improvements 

16. Recreation and Culture 

17. Community Development 

18. Public Comment/Business from the Floor 

19. City Manager's Report 

  A. Reports, Discussions, and Updates 

  B. UPDATE: Caboose Restoration Project 
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  C. DISCUSSION ONLY: Paid Parental Leave 

20. Mayor's Report 

  A. Mayor and Council (re)appointments to Boards and Commissions. This item is 
for (re)appointments made by the Mayor to any Board, Committee, Authority, 
or Commission requiring an appointment to fill any vacancies, resignations, 
and to create or dissolve boards and commissions, as deemed necessary.  

21. Council Reports & Discussions 

  A. DISCUSSION: Public Comment at Work Sessions 
Discussion item requested by Councilmember Madelyn Orochena for 
consideration to add a public comment section to work sessions.  

22. Executive Session  
  Pursuant to the provisions of O.C.G.A 50-14-3, the City Council could, at any time 

during the meeting, vote to close the public meeting and move to executive session 
to discuss matters relating to litigation, legal actions and/or communications from 
the City Attorney; and/or personnel matters; and/or real estate matters. 

23. Adjourn 
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 Item Report  

10.A. 

  
   
TO: The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
    
FROM: Latisha Gunn, Property Tax Administrator  
    
DATE: July 29, 2024 
    
TITLE: Third and Final Public Hearing: Maintenance and Operation (M&O) Millage Rate 

Consideration for approval of a Resolution to adopt the proposed Maintenance and 
Operation (M&O) Millage Rate 

     
  
Summary: 
The City of Kennesaw is proposing a millage rate of 7.75 mills for M&O, which is the same as last 
year.  The dates of the public hearings and the Current 2024 Tax Digest and 5 Year History of Levy 
were properly advertised in the Marietta Daily Journal on July 20, 2024, whereas the other 
advertisements were published on both July 20 and 27, 2024 in accordance with O.C.G.A. Section 
48-5-32.  The first and second public hearings were held on July 29, 2024, at 6:00 pm and August 5, 
2024, at 10:30 am, respectively.   
  
Recommendation: 
The Finance Director recommends approval.   
  
Fiscal Impact:  
  
Attachments:    
1. RES 2024 - M&O Millage Rate Adoption 
2. Advertisement of current & 5 year history and adoption date-Kennesaw Tax Year 2024 FY 25 

no rollback 
3. Notice of Property Tax Increase Ad Tax Year 2024 FY25 
4. Additional Ad 2024 
5. Press Release TY 2024 FY25 
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CITY OF KENNESAW
GEORGIA

RESOLUTION NO. 2024-, 2024 

RESOLUTION OF THE KENNESAW CITY COUNCIL TO ESTABLISH 
A MAINTENANCE & OPERATION (M&O) MILLAGE RATE

FOR THE CITY OF KENNESAW FOR FISCAL YEAR 2024-2025

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KENNESAW, 
COBB COUNTY, GEORGIA, AS FOLLOWS:

WHEREAS, the City of Kennesaw, Georgia desires to establish its ad valorem tax millage 
rate for the fiscal year 2024-2025; and

WHEREAS, the governing authority has advertised its intent to establish said millage rate 
by placing an advertisement conforming to O.C.G.A. §48-5-32(c) in a newspaper of 
general circulation of Cobb County serving the residents of the City of Kennesaw, said 
advertisement appearing two (2) weeks prior to the hearing at which said millage rate is 
to be considered; and

WHEREAS, the public hearings required by O.C.G.A. §48-5-32(c) were duly held on July 
29, 2024 and August 5, 2024 prior to the adoption of this resolution; and

WHEREAS, the final millage rate has been calculated by the governing authority to be 
7.75 mills for Maintenance & Operation (M&O) and the final millage rate for the Bond will 
be adopted by separate resolution.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Kennesaw City Council does hereby 
establish the M&O millage rate for the City of Kennesaw, Georgia, ad valorem property 
tax, for the 2024-2025 fiscal year at 7.75 mills.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Kennesaw City Council on this      day of August, 2024.

ATTEST: CITY OF KENNESAW

__________________________ __________________________
Lea Alvarez, City Clerk Derek Easterling, Mayor
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                                                  CURRENT 2024 TAX DIGEST AND FIVE YEAR HISTORY OF LEVY
2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Real & Personal 1,518,982,186 1,626,627,090 1,740,178,425 2,018,309,824 2,293,915,007 2,497,672,724
Motor Vehicle 12,503,840 10,584,720 8,208,810 7,068,760 6,794,230 5,839,070
Mobile Homes 1,640,186 1,667,223 1,592,910 1,620,674 1,613,365 1,566,354
Timber - 100% 0 0 0 0 0 0
Heavy Duty Equipment 8,526 30,741 7,873 87,115 36,503 32,339
Gross Tax Digest 1,533,134,738 1,638,909,774 1,749,988,018 2,027,086,373 2,302,359,105 2,505,110,487
Less M&O Exemptions 305,346,338 334,808,625 321,498,717 466,305,125 537,172,801 609,207,363
Net M&O Digest 1,227,788,400 1,304,101,149 1,428,489,301 1,560,781,248 1,765,186,304 1,895,903,124

Gross M&O Millage Rate 8.00 8.00 8.00 8.00 8.00 7.75
Less Millage Rate Rollbacks 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.25 0.00
Net M&O Millage Rate 8.00 8.00 8.00 8.00 7.75 7.75

Net M&O Taxes Levied 9,822,307 10,432,809 11,427,914 12,486,250 13,680,194 14,693,249

Gross Tax Digest 1,533,134,738 1,638,909,774 1,749,988,018 2,027,086,373 2,302,359,105 2,505,110,487
Less Bond Exemptions 215,923,976 229,834,718 192,887,844 251,473,580 265,480,930 289,439,587
Net Bond Digest 1,317,210,762 1,409,075,056 1,557,100,174 1,775,612,793 2,036,878,175 2,215,670,900

Gross Bond Millage Rate 1.50 1.50 1.50 1.50 1.50 1.50
Less Millage Rate Rollbacks 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Net Bond Millage Rate 1.50 1.50 1.50 1.50 1.50 1.50

Net Bond Taxes Levied 1,975,816 2,113,613 2,335,650 2,663,419 3,055,317 3,323,506

Net M&O Taxes $ Increase 388,819 610,502 995,105 1,058,336 1,193,944 1,013,055
Net M&O Taxes % Increase 4.1% 6.2% 9.5% 9.3% 9.6% 7.4%

Net Bond Taxes $ Increase 91,608 137,796 222,037 327,769 391,898 268,189
Net Bond Taxes % Increase 4.9% 7.0% 10.5% 14.0% 14.7% 8.8%

All concerned citizens are invited to public hearings held at the Kennesaw City Hall Chambers located                                                 
at 2529 J.O. Stephenson Avenue, Kennesaw GA on the dates and times below:                                                                                                                          

Monday, July 29, 2024 6:00 PM (Special Called Meeting)                                                                                                                        
Monday, August 5, 2024 10:30 AM (Special Called Meeting) and 6:30 PM (Final Adoption)

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Kennesaw does hereby announce that the tax millage rate for Fiscal Year 2025 will be set at 
a meeting of the Mayor and Council held in the Council Chambers of City Hall at 2529 J.O. Stephenson Avenue, Kennesaw, GA on      

August 5, 2024 at 6:30 PM. Pursuant to the requirements of O.C.G.A. Section 48-5-32, the City of Kennesaw does hereby publish the 
following presentation of the current year's tax digest and levy, along with the history of the tax digest and levy for the past five years.

       NOTICE
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  NOTICE OF PROPERTY TAX INCREASE 

The City of Kennesaw has tentatively adopted a millage rate which will require an increase 
in property taxes by 8.83 percent for M&O and 7.45 percent for Bond. 

All concerned citizens are invited to the public hearing on this tax increase to be held at 
Kennesaw City Hall Council Chambers located at 2529 J.O. Stephenson Avenue, 
Kennesaw, Georgia on Monday, July 29, 2024 at 6:00 PM. 

Times and places of additional public hearings on this increase are at Kennesaw City Hall 
Council Chambers located at 2529 J.O. Stephenson Avenue, Kennesaw, Georgia on 
Monday, August 5, 2024 at 10:30 AM and 6:30 PM. 

This tentative increase will result in a millage rate of 7.75 mills for M&O and 1.50 mills for 
Bond, an increase of .629 mills for M&O and .104 mills for Bond. Without this tentative tax 
increase, the millage rate will be no more than 7.121 mills for M&O and 1.396 mills for 
Bond. The proposed tax increase for a home with a fair market value of $350,000 is 
approximately $88 increase for M&O and $15 increase for Bond and the proposed tax 
increase for non-homestead property with a fair market value of $625,000 is approximately 
$157 increase for M&O and $26 increase for Bond. 
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IMPORTANT ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

NOTICE TO KENNESAW TAXPAYERS 
CITY NOT INCREASING TAX RATES 

 
According to Georgia law, all taxing agencies must advertise a 
tax increase and hold three public hearings to claim taxes on 
reassessed properties even if the millage rate remains 
unchanged as is the case in Kennesaw. The City of Kennesaw 
has tentatively adopted a millage rate equal to last year’s 
millage of 9.25 mills.  
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PRESS RELEASE ANNOUNCING  PROPERTY TAX  INCREASE 

 

The City of Kennesaw today announces its intention to increase the 2024 property taxes it 
will levy this year by 8.83 percent for M&O and 7.45 percent for Bond over the rollback 
millage rate. 

Each year, the board of tax assessors is required to review the assessed value for property tax 
purposes of taxable property in the county. When the trend of prices on properties that have 

recently sold in the county indicate there has been an increase in the fair market value of any 
specific property, the board tax assessors is required by law to re-determine the value of such 

property and adjust the assessment. This is called a reassessment. 
 
When the total digest of taxable property is prepared, Georgia law requires that a rollback 
millage rate must be computed that will produce the same total revenue on the current year’s 
digest that last year’s millage rate would have produced had no reassessments occurred. 
 
The budget tentatively adopted by the City of Kennesaw Council requires a millage rate 
higher than the rollback millage rate; therefore, before the City of Kennesaw Council may 
finalize the tentative budget and set a final millage rate, Georgia law requires three public 
hearings to be held to allow the public an opportunity to express their opinions on the 
increase. 
 
All concerned citizens are invited to the public hearings on this tax increase to be held at the 
City of Kennesaw Council Chambers located at 2529 J.O. Stephenson Avenue, Kennesaw, 
Georgia on July 29, 2024 at 6:00 PM and August 5, 2024 at 10:30 AM and 6:30 PM. 
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 Item Report  

10.B. 

  
   
TO: The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
    
FROM: Latisha Gunn, Property Tax Administrator  
    
DATE: July 29, 2024 
    
TITLE: Third and Final Public Hearing: Bond Millage Rate 

Consideration for approval of a Resolution to adopt the proposed Bond Millage Rate 
     
  
Summary: 
The City of Kennesaw is proposing a millage rate of 1.5 for the Bond, which is the same as last year. 
The Bond millage rate is levied to fund the debt service on the $15 million Recreation and Traffic 
Safety Bonds that were approved by the voters September 21, 2004. The dates of the public 
hearings and the Current 2024 Tax Digest and 5 Year History of Levy were properly advertised in the 
Marietta Daily Journal on July 20, 2024, whereas the other advertisements were published on both 
July 20 and 27, 2024 in accordance with O.C.G.A. Section 48-5-32.  The first and second public 
hearings were held on July 29, 2024, at 6:00 pm and August 5, 2024, at 10:30 am, respectively.   
  
Recommendation: 
The Finance Director recommends approval.   
  
Fiscal Impact:  
  
Attachments:    
1. RES 2024- Bond Millage Rate Adoption 
2. Advertisement of current & 5 year history and adoption date-Kennesaw Tax Year 2024 FY 25 

no rollback 
3. Notice of Property Tax Increase Ad Tax Year 2024 FY25 
4. Additional Ad 2024 
5. Press Release TY 2024 FY25 
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CITY OF KENNESAW
GEORGIA

RESOLUTION NO. 2024-, 2024  

RESOLUTION OF THE KENNESAW CITY COUNCIL TO ESTABLISH 
THE BOND MILLAGE RATE FOR THE CITY OF KENNESAW FOR 

FISCAL YEAR 2024-2025

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KENNESAW, 
COBB COUNTY, GEORGIA, AS FOLLOWS:

WHEREAS, the City of Kennesaw, Georgia desires to establish its ad valorem tax millage 
rate for the fiscal year 2024-2025; and

WHEREAS, the governing authority has advertised its intent to establish said millage rate 
by placing an advertisement conforming to O.C.G.A. §48-5-32(c) in a newspaper of 
general circulation of Cobb County serving the residents of the City of Kennesaw, said 
advertisement appearing two (2) weeks prior to the hearing at which said millage rate is 
to be considered; and

WHEREAS, the public hearings required by O.C.G.A. §48-5-32(c) were duly held on July 
29, 2024 and August 5, 2024 prior to the adoption of this resolution; and

WHEREAS, the Bond millage rate has been calculated by the governing authority to be 
1.5 mills and the final millage rate for Maintenance & Operation (M&O) will be adopted by 
separate resolution.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Kennesaw City Council does hereby 
establish the bond millage rate for the City of Kennesaw, Georgia, ad valorem property 
tax, for the 2024-2025 fiscal year at 1.5 mills.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Kennesaw City Council on this     day of August, 2024.

ATTEST: CITY OF KENNESAW

__________________________ __________________________
Lea Alvarez, City Clerk Derek Easterling, Mayor

Page 11 of 108



                                                  CURRENT 2024 TAX DIGEST AND FIVE YEAR HISTORY OF LEVY
2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Real & Personal 1,518,982,186 1,626,627,090 1,740,178,425 2,018,309,824 2,293,915,007 2,497,672,724
Motor Vehicle 12,503,840 10,584,720 8,208,810 7,068,760 6,794,230 5,839,070
Mobile Homes 1,640,186 1,667,223 1,592,910 1,620,674 1,613,365 1,566,354
Timber - 100% 0 0 0 0 0 0
Heavy Duty Equipment 8,526 30,741 7,873 87,115 36,503 32,339
Gross Tax Digest 1,533,134,738 1,638,909,774 1,749,988,018 2,027,086,373 2,302,359,105 2,505,110,487
Less M&O Exemptions 305,346,338 334,808,625 321,498,717 466,305,125 537,172,801 609,207,363
Net M&O Digest 1,227,788,400 1,304,101,149 1,428,489,301 1,560,781,248 1,765,186,304 1,895,903,124

Gross M&O Millage Rate 8.00 8.00 8.00 8.00 8.00 7.75
Less Millage Rate Rollbacks 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.25 0.00
Net M&O Millage Rate 8.00 8.00 8.00 8.00 7.75 7.75

Net M&O Taxes Levied 9,822,307 10,432,809 11,427,914 12,486,250 13,680,194 14,693,249

Gross Tax Digest 1,533,134,738 1,638,909,774 1,749,988,018 2,027,086,373 2,302,359,105 2,505,110,487
Less Bond Exemptions 215,923,976 229,834,718 192,887,844 251,473,580 265,480,930 289,439,587
Net Bond Digest 1,317,210,762 1,409,075,056 1,557,100,174 1,775,612,793 2,036,878,175 2,215,670,900

Gross Bond Millage Rate 1.50 1.50 1.50 1.50 1.50 1.50
Less Millage Rate Rollbacks 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Net Bond Millage Rate 1.50 1.50 1.50 1.50 1.50 1.50

Net Bond Taxes Levied 1,975,816 2,113,613 2,335,650 2,663,419 3,055,317 3,323,506

Net M&O Taxes $ Increase 388,819 610,502 995,105 1,058,336 1,193,944 1,013,055
Net M&O Taxes % Increase 4.1% 6.2% 9.5% 9.3% 9.6% 7.4%

Net Bond Taxes $ Increase 91,608 137,796 222,037 327,769 391,898 268,189
Net Bond Taxes % Increase 4.9% 7.0% 10.5% 14.0% 14.7% 8.8%

All concerned citizens are invited to public hearings held at the Kennesaw City Hall Chambers located                                                 
at 2529 J.O. Stephenson Avenue, Kennesaw GA on the dates and times below:                                                                                                                          

Monday, July 29, 2024 6:00 PM (Special Called Meeting)                                                                                                                        
Monday, August 5, 2024 10:30 AM (Special Called Meeting) and 6:30 PM (Final Adoption)

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Kennesaw does hereby announce that the tax millage rate for Fiscal Year 2025 will be set at 
a meeting of the Mayor and Council held in the Council Chambers of City Hall at 2529 J.O. Stephenson Avenue, Kennesaw, GA on      

August 5, 2024 at 6:30 PM. Pursuant to the requirements of O.C.G.A. Section 48-5-32, the City of Kennesaw does hereby publish the 
following presentation of the current year's tax digest and levy, along with the history of the tax digest and levy for the past five years.

       NOTICE
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  NOTICE OF PROPERTY TAX INCREASE 

The City of Kennesaw has tentatively adopted a millage rate which will require an increase 
in property taxes by 8.83 percent for M&O and 7.45 percent for Bond. 

All concerned citizens are invited to the public hearing on this tax increase to be held at 
Kennesaw City Hall Council Chambers located at 2529 J.O. Stephenson Avenue, 
Kennesaw, Georgia on Monday, July 29, 2024 at 6:00 PM. 

Times and places of additional public hearings on this increase are at Kennesaw City Hall 
Council Chambers located at 2529 J.O. Stephenson Avenue, Kennesaw, Georgia on 
Monday, August 5, 2024 at 10:30 AM and 6:30 PM. 

This tentative increase will result in a millage rate of 7.75 mills for M&O and 1.50 mills for 
Bond, an increase of .629 mills for M&O and .104 mills for Bond. Without this tentative tax 
increase, the millage rate will be no more than 7.121 mills for M&O and 1.396 mills for 
Bond. The proposed tax increase for a home with a fair market value of $350,000 is 
approximately $88 increase for M&O and $15 increase for Bond and the proposed tax 
increase for non-homestead property with a fair market value of $625,000 is approximately 
$157 increase for M&O and $26 increase for Bond. 
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IMPORTANT ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

NOTICE TO KENNESAW TAXPAYERS 
CITY NOT INCREASING TAX RATES 

 
According to Georgia law, all taxing agencies must advertise a 
tax increase and hold three public hearings to claim taxes on 
reassessed properties even if the millage rate remains 
unchanged as is the case in Kennesaw. The City of Kennesaw 
has tentatively adopted a millage rate equal to last year’s 
millage of 9.25 mills.  
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PRESS RELEASE ANNOUNCING  PROPERTY TAX  INCREASE 

 

The City of Kennesaw today announces its intention to increase the 2024 property taxes it 
will levy this year by 8.83 percent for M&O and 7.45 percent for Bond over the rollback 
millage rate. 

Each year, the board of tax assessors is required to review the assessed value for property tax 
purposes of taxable property in the county. When the trend of prices on properties that have 

recently sold in the county indicate there has been an increase in the fair market value of any 
specific property, the board tax assessors is required by law to re-determine the value of such 

property and adjust the assessment. This is called a reassessment. 
 
When the total digest of taxable property is prepared, Georgia law requires that a rollback 
millage rate must be computed that will produce the same total revenue on the current year’s 
digest that last year’s millage rate would have produced had no reassessments occurred. 
 
The budget tentatively adopted by the City of Kennesaw Council requires a millage rate 
higher than the rollback millage rate; therefore, before the City of Kennesaw Council may 
finalize the tentative budget and set a final millage rate, Georgia law requires three public 
hearings to be held to allow the public an opportunity to express their opinions on the 
increase. 
 
All concerned citizens are invited to the public hearings on this tax increase to be held at the 
City of Kennesaw Council Chambers located at 2529 J.O. Stephenson Avenue, Kennesaw, 
Georgia on July 29, 2024 at 6:00 PM and August 5, 2024 at 10:30 AM and 6:30 PM. 
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 Item Report  

11.A. 

  
   
TO: The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
    
FROM:   
    
DATE: July 29, 2024 
    
TITLE: Minutes: July 8, 2024 Work Session 

Approval of the July 8, 2024, City Council work session minutes 
     
  
Summary:  
  
Recommendation:  
  
Fiscal Impact:  
  
Attachments:    
1. 07-08-24 City Council Work Session Minutes - DRAFT 
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MINUTES OF CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION MEETING 
CITY OF KENNESAW 

Council Chambers 
(2529 J.O. Stephenson Avenue, Kennesaw, GA 30144) 

 
Livestream: https://www.facebook.com/CityofKennesaw/ 

July 8, 2024 
6:30 PM 

Present Mayor Derek Easterling 
Mayor Pro Tem Antonio Jones 
Councilmember Madelyn Orochena 
Councilmember Tracey Viars 
Councilmember Pat Ferris 
Councilmember Anthony Gutierrez 
City Clerk Lea Alvarez 
City Manager Jeff Drobney 
City Attorney Randall Bentley, Sr. 

  

1. Invocation 
  
2. Pledge of Allegiance 
  
3. Call to Order 
 
Mayor Easterling called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
4. Announcements 
  
  A. If you are not able to attend a meeting in-person and would like to provide 

public comment on a specific agenda item, you can email 
kennesawcouncil@kennesaw-ga.gov no later than 6:00 PM the night of the 
regular meeting. Your comments on a specific agenda item will be read aloud 
or grouped into categories for the record. Facebook Live is not monitored 
for public comment. 

  
5. Presentations 
  
6. Public Comment/Business from the Floor 
  
7. Old Business 
  
8. New Business 
  
9. Committee and Board Reports 
  
10. Public Hearing(s) 
  

DRAFT
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11. Consent Agenda 
  
  A. Minutes: July 1, 2024 Regular Meeting 

Approval of the July 1, 2024, City Council regular meeting minutes. 
  
12. General and Administrative 
  
13. Public Safety 
  
  A. Grant Application: Department of Justice's Bureau of Justice Assistance 

for Body-Worn Cameras 
Consideration for authorization to submit a grant application to the U.S. 
Department of Justice's Bureau of Justice Assistance to replace body-worn 
cameras. 

 
The following item was added to the agenda for the work session.  
 
Chief William Westenberger shared that a few weeks ago the Kennesaw Police 
Department found a grant for body-worn cameras. The department's current systems 
are aging and will need to be replaced in a few years. Chief Westenberger explained 
the total project budget is $136,000 with a 50% match requirement from the City 
totaling $68,000.  Federal funding caps the price at $2,000 per camera and after three 
years, funding will not continue to cover subscription fees, charges or any upgrades. 
Chief Westenberger asked for approval to move forward with submitting the grant 
application. 
 
After receiving confirmation from the Council, Mayor Easterling suggested moving the 
item to the Consent Agenda for the regular meeting. 
14. Information Technology 
  
15. Public Works and Building Maintenance 
  
  A. Resolution: 2024 Pipe Rehabilitation Project 

Consideration for approval of a Resolution to award the bid and contract for 
the 2024 Pipe Rehabilitation Project 

 
Public Works Director Ricky Stewart presented a resolution to award the bid and 
contract for the 2024 pipe rehabilitation project to Proshot Concrete. The City 
advertised the rehabilitation of pipes on Vintage Wood Way, Nuthatch Court, North 
Hampton Drive, Drayton Way, and Sumit Wood Drive, and received three bids. Proshot 
Concrete was low-bid for the amount of $277,610.00. 
 
Councilmember Ferris asked if the proposals received were in line with what we have 
paid for in the past or if Mr. Stewart had noticed a significant increase. Mr. Stewart 
responded that his department budgets enough to do approximately $250,000 worth of 
work a year. The cost depends on the parameters of the pipe. The material cost is not 
that volatile. Labor is the majority of the cost, so it stays consistent with what we have 
done previously. 

DRAFT
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After receiving confirmation from the Council, Mayor Easterling suggested moving the 
item to the Consent Agenda for the regular meeting. 
  B. Resolution: City Hall Roof Top Unit (RTU) Replacement 

Consideration for approval of a resolution to award the bid and contract for the 
City Hall RTU Replacement 

 
Building Services Director Robbie Balenger presented a resolution to award the bid and 
contract for the City Hall RTU replacement project to T&T Commercial. The current unit 
is 105 tons and is around 20 years old. Mr. Balenger explained we cannot get parts for 
the unit anymore. The City received three bids, and T&T Commercial was the lowest 
bid in the amount of $313,491.35.  
 
Councilmember Jones asked if this unit was bigger than the unit replaced at the 
Southern Museum. Mr Balenger responded that the City Hall unit was about three times 
bigger.   
 
After receiving confirmation from the Council, Mayor Easterling suggested moving the 
item to the Consent Agenda for the regular meeting. 
  C. DISCUSSION ONLY: Update on Cherokee Street Quiet Crossing 
 
Public Works Director Ricky Stewart provided an update on the Cherokee Street quiet 
crossing. City staff reached out to CSX to begin discussions on having a quiet crossing 
at Cherokee Street. CSX put staff into contact with SVT Engineering Consultants to 
have further discussions on costs, timelines, what is required of the City to get the 
application started, and what is required of the City if CSX were to approve the 
application. Mr. Stewart learned that the application itself could take up to one year. 
After the application is submitted, a study will be completed to see if the crossing is 
eligible to be a quiet crossing. Once the study is finished, the City is allowed to submit 
plans for approval to implement the project. However, Mr. Stewart stated that between 
those two steps, CSX could deny the application based on the proximity of the crossing 
to the traffic signal at Main Street.  
 
CSX estimated that it would take approximately three to four years from application to 
implementation and cost the City around $750,000. Mr. Stewart explained that Croy 
Engineering recently finished facilitating a quiet crossing for the City of Smyrna. It took 
them four to five years and cost between $750,000 to $1,000,000. Mr. Stewart noted 
that with the amount of time it will take to complete this project, and the timeline for the 
Sardis Street Extension project, there is a good chance that before the City could 
complete the quiet crossing project, we will be 50% done with the Sardis Street 
Extension project, which will eliminate the need for the crossing anyway.  
 
Councilmember Viars asked if pedestrians would still be able to cross when the Sardis 
Street Extension project is over. Mr. Stewart responded that the intent right now would 
be to completely close the crossing. So, pedestrians would need to use the underpass 
to cross. Councilmember Viars believed it was a lot of money for an intermediate step 
when the crossing would become silent anyways.  
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Councilmember Gutierrez wanted to make sure he was correct in his understanding 
that this quiet crossing project would only last two years. Mr. Stewart shared that if this 
quiet crossing is implemented, the City would be two to three years into constructing 
the Sardis Street Extension, which would include building a new bridge. Once the 
project is completed, there will not be an at-grade crossing on Cherokee Street 
because that section will be abandoned. Once the extension project is complete, the 
trains would not need to blow their horns because they would no longer be crossing a 
street.  
 
Mayor Pro Tem Jones mentioned that about a month or two ago he received an email 
about a grant for quiet crossings. He asked Mr. Stewart if staff had looked into or 
applied for a grant yet. Mr. Stewart shared that staff had not applied for anything 
because they were still doing the leg work to see what it was going to take to do it.  
 
Councilmember Ferris had many thoughts on this subject. On the one hand, proceeding 
with the quiet crossing does not seem worth it because of the timeline and cost. 
However, he heard a lot of people complaining about the train coming through town 
during the July 3rd festivities. He does not want to let go of the project at this point. 
Councilmember Ferris agreed with Mayor Pro Tem Jones to see if there is a grant that 
could be utilized. He was suprised at the price of the project, as Acworth and Marietta 
seemed to have paid less. Mr. Stewart shared that the cost estimate provided was 
regarding the project in its entirety.  
 
Councilmember Ferris asked about the timeline for the Sardis Street Extension project. 
He has mainly heard a timeline of six to ten years, but tonight he has heard two to three 
years. Mr. Stewart responded that the City's road map is based on SPLOST and has 
Sardis Street being 50% funded by 2026. He further explained that at 50% is where 
staff would advertise or go out to bid. Councilmember Ferris wondered why the City 
would bid something out when the City only has 50% of the funding to do it. He asked 
why we do not wait until it is fully funded. Mr. Stewart stated that with the project being 
funded by SPLOST dollars, the City is getting revenue monthly. Councilmember Ferris 
would like to continue to pursue the silent crossing.  
 
Councilmember Orochena said it seemed like a bit of a gamble to pursue the silent 
crossing for the payout to be a two-year headstart. She thinks there are more pressing 
uses for that money.  
 
Mayor Pro Tem Jones would like to see staff continue to look for grant options to 
pursue.  
  D. DISCUSSION ONLY: Public Safety Facility Update 
 
Chief Bill Westenberger provided an update on the upcoming Public Safety Facility. He 
shared the timeline of design of the building starting back when the list of SPLOST 
projects was being put together. Since then, numerous discussions and meetings have 
occurred with staff as well as with other agencies to create an exhaustive list of current 
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and future needs. Currently, we are at 75% completion of design documents. The 
current Kennesaw Police Department is approximately 14,000 square feet and the 
current design for the new facility is 25,000 square feet. This increased footprint 
includes, but is not limited to, a community training room, a lobby conference room, 
defensive tactics training area, two wellness rooms, a fitness room, an additional break 
room, a real-time crime center, two additional interview rooms, office space for 16+ 
future staff members, and unfinished space at approximately 700 square feet.  
 
Mayor Pro Tem Jones asked if it was possible to go vertical if we needed to in the 
future. Building Facilities Director Robbie Balenger stated staff would have to go back 
to the architect, CROFT & Associates, to answer that question from a design 
standpoint. He explained that was the purpose behind the extra square footage that 
was not planned for anything. CROFT & Associates CEO Jim Croft stated that the 
building is currently designed for two stories. He shared that the design could be 
modified to add on to it in the future, but there are significant costs and complications 
that will arise if you decide to go up to a third floor.  
 
Councilmember Ferris asked why Kennesaw/Acworth 911 was not included in the 
facility design. Chief Westenberger stated that including 911 was not a part of the 
scope of the project. Councilmember Ferris asked if they had sufficient room to grow. 
He is visioning for the future and would rather spend the money once. 911 Director 
Nikki McGraw shared they will need additional space in the future, but it is a safety 
precaution to have 911 in a different facility than the police department.  
 
Dr. Drobney stated that any amendment to the design is possible with dollars; however, 
the City has far-exceeded the budget that was set. He did not know if adding additional 
square footage was prudent, but if that is the Council's wish, then staff would pause and 
reassemble.  
 
Mayor Pro Tem Jones thought the City should still look into adding another floor.  
 
Councilmember Ferris asked how hard it would be to change the floor plan if it needed 
to be amended in the future. Mr. Balenger said the floor plan could be amended, but it 
would just be more dollars we would have to spend down the road. He noted that 
expanding the building is not possible because every inch of land was used for the 
building and parking lot.  
 
Councilmember Orochena stated what she heard is that growth was sufficiently 
accounted for, so she is fine with the plan as it is.  
 
Mayor Easterling shared he does not think pausing the project is the right choice. 
16. Recreation and Culture 
  
17. Community Development 
  
18. Public Comment/Business from the Floor 
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19. City Manager's Report 
  
  A. Reports, Discussions, and Updates 
  
20. Mayor's Report 
  
  A. Mayor and Council (re)appointments to Boards and Commissions. This item is 

for (re)appointments made by the Mayor to any Board, Committee, Authority, 
or Commission requiring an appointment to fill any vacancies, resignations, 
and to create or dissolve boards and commissions, as deemed necessary.  

  
21. Council Reports & Discussions 
  
22. Executive Session  
  Pursuant to the provisions of O.C.G.A 50-14-3, the City Council could, at any time 

during the meeting, vote to close the public meeting and move to executive session 
to discuss matters relating to litigation, legal actions and/or communications from 
the City Attorney; and/or personnel matters; and/or real estate matters. 

  
23. Adjourn 
 
Mayor Easterling adjourned the meeting at 7:17 p.m. The regular meeting will be held 
on Monday, July 15, 2024, at 6:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers. The public is 
encouraged to attend or view via Facebook Live. 
 
________________________ 
Lea Alvarez, City Clerk 
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 Item Report  

11.B. 

  
   
TO: The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
    
FROM:   
    
DATE: July 29, 2024 
    
TITLE: Minutes: July 8, 2024 Special Called City Council FY 25 Budget Work Session 

Approval of the July 8, 2024, special called FY 25 budget work session. 
     
  
Summary:  
  
Recommendation:  
  
Fiscal Impact:  
  
Attachments:    
1. 07-08-24 City Council Special Called FY 25 Budget Work Session Minutes - DRAFT 
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MINUTES OF CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION MEETING 
CITY OF KENNESAW 

Council Chambers 
(2529 J.O. Stephenson Avenue, Kennesaw, GA 30144) 

 
Livestream: https://www.facebook.com/CityofKennesaw/ 

July 8, 2024 
7:00 PM 

Present Mayor Derek Easterling 
Mayor Pro Tem Antonio Jones 
Councilmember Madelyn Orochena 
Councilmember Tracey Viars 
Councilmember Pat Ferris 
Councilmember Anthony Gutierrez 
City Clerk Lea Alvarez 
City Manager Jeff Drobney  

  

1. Invocation 
  
2. Pledge of Allegiance 
  
3. Call to Order 
 
Mayor Easterling called the meeting to order at 7:27 p.m. 
4. Announcements 
  
  A. If you are not able to attend a meeting in-person and would like to provide 

public comment on a specific agenda item, you can email 
kennesawcouncil@kennesaw-ga.gov no later than 6:00 PM the night of the 
regular meeting. Your comments on a specific agenda item will be read aloud 
or grouped into categories for the record. Facebook Live is not monitored 
for public comment. 

  
5. Presentations 
  
6. Public Comment/Business from the Floor 
  
7. Old Business 
  
8. New Business 
  
  A. Budget: FY 2024-2025 

Draft Operating and Capital Budget for Fiscal Year 2024-2025. 
 
City Manager Jeff Drobney presented the Fiscal Year 2025 recommended budget to 
the Council for their consideration. The Fiscal Year 2025 proposed budget is 
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$31,091,996, which is an approximate five percent increase from last year. Dr. Drobney 
provided some highlights regarding the budget, including the recommended millage 
rate remaining at 7.75 mills, a three percent recommended Cost of Living Adjustment 
for all staff, and $1,096,870 to fund the City's reserve account. It was mentioned that 
there is a reduction of $855,000 of General Fund revenue due House Bill 489. Fiscal 
Year 2025 projected benefits and health care costs decreased by approximately 
$23,000 and retirement contributions increased by approximately $24,000. Both costs 
are spread throughout each department.  
 
Dr. Drobney reviewed all proposed budget assumptions, including all revenue and 
expenditure highlights. The 100% senior tax exemption is projected to total $1,711,454 
in dollars not being collected into the General Fund. Dr. Drobney provided some 
examples of what could be funded if the City were to receive those dollars. Some of the 
expenditure highlights include how the Court Project fund, Court Service Improvement 
fund, State and Local Fiscal Recovery funds, and Impact Fees will be used to cover 
various projects and needs. 
 
Department Heads presented their operating budgets, highlights, any capital outlay 
items, and position summaries for their departments, respectively.  
 
Councilmember Ferris stated he would like to see a millage rate rollback to give the 
citizens a much-needed break.  
 
After the respective presentations, the Council asked Department Heads the following 
questions: 
 
Councilmember Orochena noted that the travel budget for the Council does not cover 
the expenses for at least two conferences per Elected Official. City Clerk Lea Alvarez 
shared that some of the Council will not be able to attend conferences or travel, so she 
could work with those who cannot and share resources.  
 
Councilmember Ferris asked Police Chief Westenberger to explain the Public Safety 
Ambassador positions. Chief Bill Westenberger shared these positions will provide 
services to the community without having to use patrol officers, such as transport. 
Mayor Pro Tem Jones asked about purchasing electric vehicles for the positions. Chief 
Westenberger said if they could find something at the same price as the vehicles they 
are currently requesting, he would not mind looking into it with the City Manager's 
office.  
 
Councilmember Ferris asked Public Works Director Ricky Stewart if the built-in 
increases from Republic Services for sanitation are going to be passed along to the 
residents. Mr. Stewart stated that as of right now, the City is able to cover the increases 
with the current fee schedule. Councilmember Ferris asked if Mr. Stewart anticipated 
rate increases for customers in the next budget cycle. Mr. Stewart responded that the 
next fiscal year is still a year away, but that he expected to be discussing it with the City 
Manager next spring. Councilmember Ferris asked if the streetlight budget takes into 
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account adding new lights in different neighborhoods. Mr. Stewart shared that each 
budget is accumulating some surplus, and they are trying to collect enough to service a 
full neighborhood. He said it would be another several years before there is enough 
surplus to do so.  
 
Councilmember Orochena told Parks and Recreation Director Bill McNair that she 
would like to prioritize creating a clearer vision for the Ben Robertson Community 
Center. Mayor Pro Tem Jones asked for a list of parks that need improvement. He 
would like to see fences around any parks near a busy road. Councilmember Ferris 
stated he would like to see the fireworks be increased to a 20-minute show, if possible.  
 
Councilmember Orochena shared with Smith Gilbert Gardens Executive Director Dave 
Simpson that residents would like to see a residential credit or discount on admission to 
the gardens. Mr. Simpson stated the fee structure is approved by the Council and is 
aligned with the Southern Museum so that the entrance fees are the same. If the 
Council would like to adjust the fees, Mr. Simpson and Mr. Banz can work together to 
provide some recommendations.  
 
Councilmember Orochena asked Finance Director Gina Auld what the approved uses 
were for the Opoid Settlement funds. Ms. Auld is still researching, but some of the uses 
could include Narcan or marketing campaigns, which will be done by the Kennesaw 
Police Department.  
9. Committee and Board Reports 
  
10. Public Hearing(s) 
  
11. Consent Agenda 
  
12. General and Administrative 
  
13. Public Safety 
  
14. Information Technology 
  
15. Public Works and Building Maintenance 
  
16. Recreation and Culture 
  
17. Community Development 
  
18. Public Comment/Business from the Floor 
  
19. City Manager's Report 
  
20. Mayor's Report 
  
21. Council Reports & Discussions 
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22. Executive Session  
  Pursuant to the provisions of O.C.G.A 50-14-3, the City Council could, at any time 

during the meeting, vote to close the public meeting and move to executive session 
to discuss matters relating to litigation, legal actions and/or communications from 
the City Attorney; and/or personnel matters; and/or real estate matters. 

  
23. Adjourn 
 
Mayor Easterling adjourned the meeting at 9:06 p.m.  
 
________________________ 
Lea Alvarez, City Clerk 
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 Item Report  

11.C. 

  
   
TO: The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
    
FROM:   
    
DATE: July 29, 2024 
    
TITLE: Minutes: July 15, 2024 Regular Meeting 

Approval of the July 15, 2024, City Council regular meeting minutes. 
     
  
Summary:  
  
Recommendation:  
  
Fiscal Impact:  
  
Attachments:    
1. 07-15-24 City Council Minutes - DRAFT 
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MINUTES OF CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
CITY OF KENNESAW 

Council Chambers 
(2529 J.O. Stephenson Avenue, Kennesaw, GA 30144) 

 
Livestream: https://www.facebook.com/CityofKennesaw/ 

July 15, 2024 
6:30 PM 

Present Mayor Derek Easterling 
Mayor Pro Tem Antonio Jones 
Councilmember Madelyn Orochena 
Councilmember Tracey Viars 
Councilmember Pat Ferris 
Councilmember Anthony Gutierrez 
City Clerk Lea Alvarez 
City Manager Jeff Drobney 
City Attorney Randall Bentley, Sr. 

  

1. Invocation 
 
City Attorney Randall Bentley, Jr. led the Invocation.  
2. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
City resident Andrew Bramlett led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
3. Call to Order 
 
Mayor Derek Easterling called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
4. Announcements 
  
  A. If you are not able to attend a meeting in-person and would like to provide 

public comment on a specific agenda item, you can email 
kennesawcouncil@kennesaw-ga.gov no later than 6:00 PM the night of the 
regular meeting. Your comments on a specific agenda item will be read aloud 
or grouped into categories for the record. Facebook Live is not monitored 
for public comment. 

  
5. Presentations 
  
6. Public Comment/Business from the Floor 
 
6:31 p.m. Floor Open for Public Comments 
 
No comments. 
 
6:32 p.m. Floor Closed for Public Comments 
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7. Old Business 
  
8. New Business 
  
9. Committee and Board Reports 
  
10. Public Hearing(s) 
  
11. Consent Agenda 
  
  A. Minutes: July 1, 2024 Regular Meeting 

Approval of the July 1, 2024, City Council regular meeting minutes. 
  
  B. Grant Application: Department of Justice's Bureau of Justice Assistance 

for Body-Worn Cameras 
Consideration for authorization to submit a grant application to the U.S. 
Department of Justice's Bureau of Justice Assistance to replace body-worn 
cameras. 

  
  C. Resolution: 2024 Pipe Rehabilitation Project 

Consideration for approval of a Resolution to award the bid and contract for 
the 2024 Pipe Rehabilitation Project 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2024-32, 2024 
  D. Resolution: City Hall Roof Top Unit (RTU) Replacement 

Consideration for approval of a resolution to award the bid and contract for the 
City Hall RTU Replacement 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2024-33, 2024 
 
Motion by Councilmember Viars to approve the Consent Agenda engross. Seconded by 
Councilmember Gutierrez. 
 
Vote taken, motion unanimously approved 5-0. Motion passed. 
12. General and Administrative 
  
13. Public Safety 
  
14. Information Technology 
  
15. Public Works and Building Maintenance 
  
16. Recreation and Culture 
  
17. Community Development 
  
18. Public Comment/Business from the Floor 
 
6:33 p.m. Floor Open for Public Comments 
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ANDREW BRAMLETT [City Resident]: Mr. Bramlett spoke about the two medals of 
honor awarded to the families of Phillip Shadrach and George Wilson on July 3, 2024. 
Shadrach and Wilson were a part of a group of Union soldiers that stole the locomotive 
General in an attempt to disrupt Confederate transportation lines. The Great 
Locomotive Chase is one of the most important events in our town's history 
[See Exhibit A]. 
 
6:34 p.m. Floor Closed for Public Comments 
19. City Manager's Report 
  
  A. Reports, Discussions, and Updates 
 
City Manager Jeff Drobney did not have any reports, discussions, or updates for this 
meeting.  
20. Mayor's Report 
  
  A. Mayor and Council (re)appointments to Boards and Commissions. This item is 

for (re)appointments made by the Mayor to any Board, Committee, Authority, 
or Commission requiring an appointment to fill any vacancies, resignations, 
and to create or dissolve boards and commissions, as deemed necessary.  

 
Mayor Easterling switched a couple of Council liaison appointments. Councilmember 
Gutierrez will now serve as a Council liaison to the Kennesaw Sister Cities Commission 
and Councilmember Orochena will serve as a Council liaison to the Kennesaw Arts and 
Culture Commission. 
 
Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Jones to appoint Councilmember Gutierrez as Council 
liaison to the Kennesaw Sister Cities Commission and Councilmember Orochena as 
Council liaison to the Kennesaw Arts and Culture Commission. Seconded by 
Councilmember Orochena.  
Vote taken, motion unanimously approved 5-0. Motion passed. 
 
Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Jones to appoint Dr. Jeff Drobney and Mayor Derek 
Easterling as representatives for the City of Kennesaw for House Bill 489 mediation on 
Wednesday, July 17th and Thursday, July 18th. Seconded by Councilmember Viars.  
Vote taken, motion unanimously approved 5-0. Motion passed. 
 
Mayor Easterling explained to the public that the City of Kennesaw, along with the other 
Cobb County cities, are going into mediation with the Council regarding Service 
Delivery Strategy.  
21. Council Reports & Discussions 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Jones asked the public to pray for our country in the aftermath of the 
shooting that occurred at Donald Trump's rally over the weekend. 
 
Councilmember Ferris shared that the event has been weighing heavy on his mind as 
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well. He hopes everyone learns to work together. He expects more out of our country 
and our representatives. 
 
Councilmember Orochena reiterated the President's words over the weekend that 
politics should be an arena for peaceful debate. Through our differences, we should not 
lose sight of each other's humanity. 
 
Councilmember Gutierrez stated that at the end of the day, we are all Americans. He 
shared that we need to treat each other with respect and use this event as an example 
to make sure it never happens again.   
 
Councilmember Viars encouraged everyone to watch what they read on social media. 
There is a lot of misinformation spread around. She said that if anyone has a question 
about something going on in the city that they are not sure about, please feel free to 
give her a call.   
22. Executive Session  
  Pursuant to the provisions of O.C.G.A 50-14-3, the City Council could, at any time 

during the meeting, vote to close the public meeting and move to executive session 
to discuss matters relating to litigation, legal actions and/or communications from 
the City Attorney; and/or personnel matters; and/or real estate matters. 

 
Motion by Councilmember Gutierrez to enter into Executive Session as allowed by 
O.C.G.A § 50-14-3 for the purpose of discussing Legal. Motion seconded by 
Councilmember Viars.  
Vote taken, motion unanimously approved 5-0. Motion passed. 
 
6:40 p.m. Recess to Executive Session 
 
The Mayor, City Council, City Manager, City Clerk, and Assistant City Attorney attended 
the Executive Session. 
 
7:01 p.m. Reconvene to Open Session 
 
Councilmember Gutierrez read the Council back into Open Session and directed the 
Mayor and City Council to execute an affidavit in compliance with O.C.G.A § 50-14-4. 
Motion seconded by Councilmember Ferris. 
Vote taken, motion unanimously approved 5-0. Motion passed. 
23. Adjourn 
 
Mayor Easterling adjourned the meeting at 7:01 p.m. The next regularly scheduled 
meeting will be held on Monday, July 29, 2024, at 6:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers. 
The public is encouraged to attend or view via Facebook Live. 
 
________________________ 
Lea Alvarez, City Clerk 
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Shadrach and Wilson

Image from the US 
Department of Defense 

Medal of Honor

The Great Locomotive Chase is one of the most important events in our town’s 
history. On April 12, 1862, a group of Union soldiers led by civilian James J. 
Andrews stole the locomotive General in an attempt to disrupt Confederate 
transportation lines. The train was stolen near where the Kennesaw Depot sits 
today. Pursued for eighty miles, these “Andrews’ Raiders” were not able to 
cause much damage to the railroad. Just north of Ringgold, they had to flee into 
the North Georgia Mountains where they were captured. Eight men, including 
Andrews, were later hung in Atlanta as spies in June 1862. Six were eventually 
released in a prisoner exchange, and become the first recipients of the Medal of 
Honor on March 25, 1863. The remaining men escaped from prison and 
returned north. 

In the years since, all but two of the soldiers received the Medal of Honor for 
their bravery. The two civilians who participated are ineligible. The two 
remaining soldiers, Phillip Shadrach and George Wilson, were among the men 
hung as spies. Their medals were authorized in 2008, but were not awarded to 
their families until July 3, 2024 less than two weeks ago. Few communities 
have a stronger connection to the 
Medal of Honor than Kennesaw.

Presented by Andrew J. Bramlett at the July 15, 2024, 
City of Kennesaw Mayor & Council Meeting

Exhibit A
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 Item Report  

11.D. 

  
   
TO: The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
    
FROM:   
    
DATE: July 29, 2024 
    
TITLE: Minutes: July 15, 2024 Executive Session 

Approval of the July 15, 2024, City Council executive session minutes.  
     
  
Summary:  
  
Recommendation:  
  
Fiscal Impact:  
  
Attachments:    
None 
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 Item Report  

12.A. 

  
   
TO: The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
    
FROM: Jennifer Gordy, Assistant Finance Director  
    
DATE: July 29, 2024 
    
TITLE: Resolution: New Bank Account for the National Opioid Settlement Funds 

Consideration for approval of a Resolution authorizing the opening of a new bank 
account for the National Opioid Settlement funds. 

     
  
Summary: 
The Finance Department desires to open a bank account for the Opioid Settlement funds due to 
restrictions on the use of the funds.  
  
Recommendation: 
The Finance Director recommends approval.  
  
Fiscal Impact:  
  
Attachments:    
1. RES 2024- New Opioid Settlement bank account 
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CITY OF KENNESAW
GEORGIA

RESOLUTION NO. 2024-, 2024 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE OPENING OF A NEW BANK 
ACCOUNT FOR THE NATIONAL OPIOID SETTLEMENT FUNDS 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KENNESAW, 
COBB COUNTY, GEORGIA, AS FOLLOWS:

WHEREAS, the City of Kennesaw, Georgia desires to open a bank account for the 
National Opioid Settlement funds; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 2-154 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Kennesaw 
only select people are authorized to sign and execute official documents for the City; 
including but not limited to checks, drafts and money orders; and 

WHEREAS, the following officers and staff of the City of Kennesaw are authorized to 
execute documents including but not limited to checks, drafts and money orders for the 
City.

Derek Easterling, Mayor
Antonio Jones, Mayor Protem
Pat Ferris, Council designated authorized signer
Lea Alvarez, City Clerk
Christie Burgner, Deputy City Clerk
Jeff Drobney, City Manager

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Kennesaw City Council does authorize 
opening a new bank account for the National Opioid Settlement funds and transmitting 
documents to the bank for the new signature card.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Kennesaw City Council on this      day of August, 2024.

ATTEST: CITY OF KENNESAW

__________________________ __________________________
Lea Alvarez, City Clerk Derek Easterling, Mayor

.
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 Item Report  

12.B. 

  
   
TO: The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
    
FROM: LaMaya Edmonds, Business License Manager  
    
DATE: July 29, 2024 
    
TITLE: Bail Bond License: Empire Surety Group 

Consideration for approval of a Bail Bond license for Empire Surety Group, Inc. d/b/a A 
24 Hour Bail Bonding located at 2248 Austell Road SW Marietta, GA 30008. Applicant: 
Robert Corley. 

     
  
Summary: 
Applicant has submitted a complete application per Sec 22-71 including character affidavits, escrow 
agreement, executed power of attorney for each employee, Cobb County Sheriff's approval and 
affidavit of applicant's property. Escrow deposit will be paid upon approval. Fingerprint and 
background results are on file. 
  
Recommendation: 
Finance Director recommends approval. 
  
Fiscal Impact: 
100-0000-31-610000-00000 $175 owner application and business license fee 
100-0000-31-610000-00000 $50 each employee business license fee 
100-0000-34-231000-00000 $45 fingerprints for owner and each employee 
100-0000-12-630000-00000 $2,500 escrow deposit 
  
Attachments:    
1. Empire Surety Group, Inc. - 24 Hour Bail Bonds Application 2024_Redacted 
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Atlanta, GA 30328
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June 2024 Group A Offenses (58) increased by 41% compared to June 2023 (41). Assault Offenses accounted for 55% 

of crimes reported in June 2024.  June 2024 Motor Vehicle Theft (5) increased 500% compared to June 2023 (1). June 2024 

Sex Offenses (0) decreased 100% compared to June 2023 (3). YTD 2024 crimes (340) are about even with YTD 2023 (341). 

June 2024 arrests (110) increased by 50% compared to June 2023 (73). YTD 2024 adult arrests (580) increased by 

13% compared to YTD 2023 (515). 

In June 2024 1,078 traffic stops were conducted resulting in 629 written warnings and 644 citations. 

YTD 2024 traffic accidents (523) decreased 8% compared to YTD 2023 (570).  YTD 2024 18% of traffic 

accidents included injuries compared to 21% in YTD 2023. 
 

Crimes June 
2024 

  June 
2023 

YTD 
(01/01/2024) –(06/30/2024) 

YTD 
(01/01/2023) – (06/30/2023) 

Assault Offenses 32 24 192 184 
Motor Vehicle Theft 5 1 12 5 
Burglary 4 2 18 13 
Homicide Offenses 0 0 1 0 
Larceny 16 10 107 125 
Sex Offenses 0 3 8 8 
Robbery 1 1 2 6 
Total 58 41 340 341 

 
 

     June 
2024 

   June 
2023 

YTD 
(01/01/2024) – (06/30/2024) 

YTD  
(01/01/2023) – (06/30/2023) 

Dispatched Calls for 
Service 

 
783 (-12) 

 
795 

 
4560 (-446) 

 
5006 

Self-Initiated Activity 1,352 (+449) 903 6821 (+483) 6338 
Traffic Citations  644 (+76) 568 3446 (-1161) 4607 
Traffic Warnings* 629 (+284) 345  3367 (+1506) 1861 
Arrests*  110 (+37) 73 580 (+65) 515 

        *Warnings do not include verbal warnings 
                       *Arrest statistics does not include juveniles 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
June 2024 Crime Statistics 

Summary 
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 Item Report  

15.A. 

  
   
TO: The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
    
FROM: Ricky Stewart, Public Works Director  
    
DATE: July 29, 2024 
    
TITLE: DISCUSSION: Update on City Hall Front Improvements 
     
  
Summary: 
Staff have been tasked with improving access to the front of City Hall, including making 
improvements to the small parking area. This discussion will be to update Council on the proposed 
concept for the improvements. 
  
Recommendation:  
  
Fiscal Impact:  
  
Attachments:    
1. Kennesaw City Hall Entrance Rendering (1) 
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CITY HALL ENTRANCE PLAN

KENNESAW, GEORGIA 

NORTH
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 Item Report  

19.A. 

  
   
TO: The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
    
FROM:   
    
DATE: July 29, 2024 
    
TITLE: Reports, Discussions, and Updates 
     
  
Summary:  
  
Recommendation:  
  
Fiscal Impact:  
  
Attachments:    
None 
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 Item Report  

19.B. 

  
   
TO: The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
    
FROM: James Friedrich, Assistant to the City Manager  
    
DATE: July 29, 2024 
    
TITLE: UPDATE: Caboose Restoration Project 
     
  
Summary:  
  
Recommendation:  
  
Fiscal Impact:  
  
Attachments:    
1. Caboose X372 Restoration Project 
2. Caboose Style Guide 
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Southern Railway Caboose X372 
Restoration Project 
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Restoration Project 

The Southern Railway bay window caboose located on the grounds of the Southern Museum of Civil 

War and Locomotive History in Kennesaw, Georgia, is scheduled for restoration.  Price estimates along 

with the detailed scope of work are being accepted for review at this time. We are looking for a 

restoration that is reflective of how railroads maintained their rolling stock, that means functioning 

repairs and not ‘factory’ or ‘like new’ finishing.  As you inspect the caboose you may come across 

similar previous repairs that were made by the railroad such as hand cut metal plates to cover removed 

wood rot on the floor or steel plates welded over exterior repairs and then simply painted.  Where rust or 

rot exists it needs to be stabilized to prevent further spread.  Any questions or suggestions regarding 

appropriate restoration techniques are welcome and can be directed to Dr. Richard Banz, project 

manager.  An itemized list of work and estimate for each component is needed per the photographs and 

description below.  Alternatives and options can be included separately from the estimate.  While 

additional requirements may be found moving forward, the basic scope of work is as follows: 

 

 

1. Foundation 

 

Level Caboose 

 

 The eastern rail of the track bed 

supporting the caboose has settled slightly 

deeper, over time, into the ground than the 

opposite rail causing the caboose to 

slightly lean 

 

 The caboose will need to be leveled via 

jacks and the eastern rail raised via 

concrete or other means 

 

 

2. Exterior Restoration 

 

Exterior Rust Damage  

 

 Several instances of rust damage will 

need to be cut out and plated  

 

 Most of the rust damage is located on the 

east side of the caboose 
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 Exterior Paint 

 

 Exterior will require proper preparation 

and repainting 

 

 Correct Southern Railway lettering and 

markings  

 

Windows 

 

 Windows and windshield wipers require 

an inspection 

 

 Likely replacements of windows 

including windshield wiper blades and 

rubber weather stripping 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exterior Vents 

 

 Open vents and pipes may need to be 

plugged or sealed 

 

Additional Recommendations 

 

 Inspection of undercarriage will determine 

if additional restoration work is needed 

 

 Inspection of roof will determine if 

additional restoration work is needed  
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3. Interior Restoration 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interior Paint 

 

 Interior paint will require proper 

preparation and repainting 

 
Stove 

 

 Stove is not original and will be replaced 

by the museum in future 

 

 Smoke stack to be inspected and sealed 

 
Interior Floor 

 

 Several holes in floor need repair 

 

 Wood rot to be removed, replaced, 

patched and chalked 

 

Interior Bins 

 

 Inspection of bins and recommendation 

for any repairs needed 
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Interior Sink 

 

 The non-operational sink may need to be 

sealed 

 

 Inspection of toilet, associated septic 

tanks, and plumbing fixtures.  Toilet may 

potentially be sealed or replaced.  Toilet 

will not be operational 

 

 
Interior Upholstery 

 

 Incorporated caboose seating upholstery 

will require replacement 

4. Electrical (City Work) 

 

Electrical 

 

 All electrical wiring, components, and 

fixtures are to be replaced 

 

 Exterior and interior lighting will be 

upgraded to current safety and efficiency 

standards 

 

 Air conditioning unit will be replaced 

with a functioning unit 

 

 Exterior Lighting –  

 

 Center marking lights will be replaced 
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Paint and Stencil Details 

Component Lettering Details 

Truck Bolster Stenciling SOUTHERN/Car # 1.5” letters/numbers side facing center of car 

Bill Lettering “SOU.RY”/Car # 3” letters/numbers on outer face of center sill 

Air Brake Stencil Station Symbol A.A.R interchange rule No.60 

Body Stenciling Southern Railway White stencil paint spec. 143-B 

Body Stenciling “SOUTHERN” 18” size, 6’2.5” from bottom (side of caboose) 

Body Stenciling “X0000” 12” size, 2’2” from bottom (side of caboose) 

Interior Stenciling “X0000” 3” size, 6’1” from bottom (end of caboose) 

Body Color  Dupont 183-066 fire protection red AKLYD 

enamel 

Trim Color  Yellow target enamel spec. 183 

*For above stenciling general reference photographs of other same design cabooses are available. 

 

 

Contact Information 

For further information or to provide a quote please reach out to the Project Manager, Dr. Richard Banz, 

Executive Director of the Southern Museum and Kennesaw Museum Foundation at rbanz@kennesaw-

ga.gov or 770-427-2117, extension 3177.   

Additional Contacts 

City Coordinator, James Friedrich, Assistant to City Manager of Kennesaw at jfriedrich@kennesaw-

ga.gov or 770-424-8274, extension 3110 

Development, Andrea Hall, Development Coordinator of Kennesaw Museum Foundation at 

ahall@kennesaw-ga.gov or 770-427-2117, extension 3176 
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Overview:  

The purpose of this report is to provide historical support for a new paint scheme of Southern 
Railway caboose X372 at the Southern Museum. Southern Railway Cabooses from the 1970-
1980s featured a red paint scheme with bright yellow highlights. These pigments were industrial 
colors with strong tones. This report recommends the following color palette for the caboose 
restoration, as these colors appear to confirm to the historical record most closely: 

 

 
Bright Red 
CMYK:  
0, 100, 100, 0 

Factory Yellow 
CMYK:  
6, 8, 93, 0 

Battleship Grey 
CMYK:  
0, 0, 2, 48 

Black 
CMYK: 
 0, 0, 0, 100 

White 
CMYK:  
0, 0, 0, 0

 

Section 1: Body Panels 

In all cases, a bright red should be used on all exterior walls, except along the metal window 
trim if possible. Doors should also be painted red. There are some regional variants for painting 
the bays yellow, but this model should have been painted solid red as it currently is.  
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Section 2: Handles and steps 

Most handles and steps were painted yellow for safety to provide strong contrast against the red 
cabin. Historical photography indicates that the lateral facing handles and steps were uniformly 
yellow. There is some variation on the front and back handles, as some of the vertical support 
rails were painted red. Our caboose shows evidence of both, as can be seen today under the 
peeling layers of yellow paint.   

Regardless, the ladders almost always appear to be painted red, and the hand brakes also 
seem to have been painted red in most cases.  

 

 

Hawkins Rail Website 

Section 3: Undercarriage 

Most undercarriages were either painted black or unpainted. It may be wise to consider using 
solid black paint during the restoration to prevent rust, but it does not seem to have been 
universal practice. However, the tank under the bay window would have been painted red for 
visibility. 
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Section 4: Roof 

Roof paint for historical cabooses has some variation. This report has provided examples of 
cabooses with red-painted roofs, as well as examples with ambiguously dark roofs. There is 
enough evidence to suggest we have flexibility on whether we paint the roof. 

 

 

Both images: Southern Railway, Tom Murray (Voyaguer Press, 1979) 
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Section 5: Interior 

There is not much historic photography or textual evidence available for the paint inside the 
caboose. There are other surviving examples of cabooses which share a similar gray color to 
that of our caboose. Consequently, this report recommends using a standard color gray, such 
as battleship gray. Please see the 2023 collections report, which features some of these 
examples.  
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Section 6: Font 

In the 1970s-80s, Southern Railway cabooses used a very specific bold sans serif font. This font 
was likely a trademarked design developed by the company itself. Therefore, the font 
represents the most challenging aspect of the paint scheme.  

 

This report recommends one of four solutions to recreate the font: 

1. We could carefully peel back to paint to see if any traces of the original letterforms 
survive underneath. Then we can either make traces of these letterforms or consult with 
a professional.  

2. We could develop special stencils based on tracings from other surviving cabooses in 
Georgia, or tracings of a good profile photo. A graphic designer might be able to trace 
these letters, digitally recreate the typography, and print or cut the stencils. 

3. We could seek out surviving stencil examples in archives or in the hands of private 
collectors. It is possible that the designs or some of the industrial stencils are held in an 
archive (i.e. SRHA). 

4. We could continue to seek out other artists’ renditions of the font online.  

It is not recommended that we use a popular san serif font like Helvetica or Gill Sans, since the 
typographical differences will be obvious. Train spotters and rail fans among our stakeholders 
will be the first to notice the inappropriate lettering.  

The next page shows examples of caboose restorations with inappropriate lettering or 
placement. 
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Despite the challenges, this report can make approximations for the font size and spacing of the 
letters. These measurements are based on comparing historic photography with the 
measurements of our caboose today. Indeed, the letters themselves were modeled directly from 
historic photos.  

For example, in “SOUTHERN” most of the letter are approximately 21” high and 16” wide; their 
“stroke width” is about 4.75” in most cases; and their tracking (i.e. letter spacing) is about 4” 
(with the exception of T, which seems about 2” on either side). For “X372” the letters are 
approximately 14” high and 10” wide; the stroke width is about 3”; and the tracking is also about 
2”-4” apart.  

When painted upon the side of the caboose, “SOUTHERN” has a left margin of about 8” from 
the left-hand side and a bottom margin of a couple inches above the left-hand window. “X372” 
has a left margin of 4’4” from the left-hand edge and a bottom margin of about 1’6” from the 
bottom edge. Exact placement was likely not a major concern for the railroad, as long as they 
were positioned consistently in a straight line. 

 

 

Note: This graphic is an attempt to recreate the dimensions of the font, not its exact letterface. 
We would need to make additional modifications if we want to manufacture in-house stencils. 
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 Item Report  

19.C. 

  
   
TO: The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
    
FROM: Jeff Drobney, City Manager  
    
DATE: July 29, 2024 
    
TITLE: DISCUSSION ONLY: Paid Parental Leave 
     
  
Summary:  
  
Recommendation:  
  
Fiscal Impact:  
  
Attachments:    
None 
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 Item Report  

20.A. 

  
   
TO: The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
    
FROM:   
    
DATE: July 29, 2024 
    
TITLE: Mayor and Council (re)appointments to Boards and Commissions. This item is for 

(re)appointments made by the Mayor to any Board, Committee, Authority, or 
Commission requiring an appointment to fill any vacancies, resignations, and to create 
or dissolve boards and commissions, as deemed necessary.  

     
  
Summary:  
  
Recommendation:  
  
Fiscal Impact:  
  
Attachments:    
None 
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 Item Report  

21.A. 

  
   
TO: The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
    
FROM:   
    
DATE: July 29, 2024 
    
TITLE: DISCUSSION: Public Comment at Work Sessions 

Discussion item requested by Councilmember Madelyn Orochena for consideration to 
add a public comment section to work sessions.  

     
  
Summary:  
  
Recommendation:  
  
Fiscal Impact:  
  
Attachments:    
None 
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